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INTRODUCTION. 


HAT  the  Britijh  Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica are  of  the  greateft  Importance  -to 
their  Mother  Country,  will  not  be 
H|  difputed  by  thofe  who  have  the  leaft 
Knowledge  of  thelntercourfe  and  Traf- 
fick  that  is  carried  on  between  them. 
What  avail  Increafe  they  add  to  the  Manufactures  of 
this  Kingdom,  may  eafily  be  judged  from  the  Mul- 
titude of  Ships  annually  freighted  here  with  Englifb 
Commodities  to  be  expended  and  confumed  in  our 
Plantations.  This  is  a  Source  of  Wealth  to  this 
Nation,  that  is  fo  far  from  any  Danger  of  being  ex- 
haufted  by  its  Continuance,  that  its  Bafis  will  be  en- 
larged by  Time,  and  its  Foundation  flrengthened 
by  its  Growth  in  Years  \  it's  a  Mine  which,  the 
more  we  labour  in  it,  the  richer  we  fhall  find  it.  'Tis 
a  Fountain  whole  Golden  Streams  not  only  enrich 
our  Merchants,  but  gives  Livelihood  and  Subfiftence 
to  a  Multitude  of  induftrious  Hands,  who  perhaps 
would  be  begging  their  Bread,  or  worfe  employed, 
in  the  Want  of  it.  'Tis  a  Jewel  in  the  Crown  which 
makes  it  mine  with  the  mod  magnificent  Luflre , 
and  by  the  vaft  Addition  it  brings  to  the  Revenue, 
enables  our  Government  to  fupport  itfelf  with  Dig- 
nity, and  defend  its  Rights  and  Liberties  againft  all 
the  Attacks  of  the  Enemies  and  Enviers  of  its  Glory 
and  Happinefs. 

The  French  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  glorious  Ad- 
vantages accruing  to  Great  Britain  from  her  Nor- 
thern Settlements,  that  they  have  left  no  Stone  un- 
turned, no  Means  untry'd,  to  deprive  her  of  them. 
They  feel  a  fenfible  Check  given  to  their  afpiring 
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Views,  and  that  the  Glory  of  their  Grand  Monarqu* 
no  ionger  mines  with  that  Lufire  which  glitter'd  on 
the  Brows  of  Lewis  XIV.  They  fee  Britons  a  rich 
and  powerful  People,  and  capable  of  doing  them- 
ielves  Juftice  for  any  Injuries  or  Infults  by  whomfo- 
ever  oifer'd. 

These  are  Confiderarions  too  mortifying  to  be 
borne  with  Patience  by  that  haughty  Peopie,  who 
have  the  Vanity  to  imagine  they  are  fuperior  to 
every  Nation  under  Heaven.  But  to  lee  a  Kingdom, 
their  Neighbour,  rival  them  in  Riches  and  Glory, 
is  fuch  an  Eye-fore,  fuch  an  Object  of  Envy,  that  if 
by  Arms  or  Policy  it  can  be  removed,  it  fhall  not 
long  have  the  Power  to  give  them  any  Pain. 

I  t  was  their  Envy  of  the  flourishing  State  of  our 
American  Colonies,  and  the  Afliftance  they  afforded 
to  fupport  the  Briti/h  Grandeur,    that  firft  induced 
them  to  extend  their  Limits  beyond  thofe  Bounds 
that  were  prefcribed  them  by  Treaties,  and  to  advance 
Pretenfions  to  thole  Territories  to  which  they  had  no 
Right.     What  Lengths  they  have  run,  and  in  what 
a  treacherous  and  villainous  Manner  they  have  carried 
on  their  Enterprizes,  and  how  cruelly  and  inhumanly 
they  have  uied  our  poor  unguarded  Planters,  is  the 
Subject  of  the  enfuing  Treatife,  wherein  their  Bar- 
barity, their  Haughtineis,    their  Perfidy,  and  their 
innate  and  hereditary  Malice  againft  Englifhmen  are 
fo  fully  difplay'd,  that  whoever  reads  it  muft  be  fill'd 
with  Horror  and  Reientment  to  fee  their  Countrymen, 
without  any  Provocation,  fo  cruelly  treated,  by  thofe 
who  pretended  to  be  our  Friends  and  in  ftridt  Alli- 
ance with  us.     But  it  is  hoped  that  the  noble  Arma- 
ments we  have  already  lent  Abroad,    and  thofe  we 
are  fcill   fitting    out,     will   fo    well    cifcipline  thefe 
common  Difturhers  of  the  public  Tranquillity,  as  to 
teach  them  to  think  a  little  more  humbly  or  them- 
felves,  and  let  their  honed  unoffending  Neighbours, 
for  the  future,  fleet)  in  Peace. 
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HAT  the  Britijh  Settlements  and  Plan- 
tations in  America  were  at  firft  lawfully 
acquired,  and  ever  fince  uninterruptedly 
pofTefTed,  till  the  late  Encroachments  of 
the  French,  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  dis- 
puted by  any  one  who  is  in  the  leafl 
verfed  in  the  Englijh  Hiftory.  Our  Claim 
to  them,  whether  derived  from  Conqueft,  Treaty,  Grant, 
or  Purchafe,  is  juft  and  indifputable  ;  and  they  are  as 
much  the  Property  of  the  Britijh  Crown  as  any  other  of 
its  Dominions.  They  are  all  fubject  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain^  who  is  their  Head,  Protector,  and  Defen- 
der, and  by  whole  Authority  their  feveral  Governments 
are  directed  and  adminiflered.  Whoever  therefore  in- 
invades  or  encroaches  upon  the  Territories  of  thefe  Colo- 
nies might,  with  equal  Juftice,  invade  the  Eftates  and 
Lands  of  any  of  thefe  Three  Kingdoms,  which  are  more 
immediately  under  his  Majeity's  Government. 

That  there  is  an  ellential  Difference  between  Right 
and  Wrong,  is  a  Doctrine  allowed  by  all  Nations,  whe- 
ther Chriftian%  Heathen^  Jcwijh,  or  Mahometan  ;  it  is 
imprelTed  on  the  Confcience  of  every  Man  ;  it  is  a  Law 
given  by  the  God  of  Nature  ;  and  Kingdoms  as  well  as 
Individuals  are  fubjecl:  to  it ;  neither  can  the  Policy  of  a 
Machiavel^  nor  the  Power  of  a  Ccefar^  alter  the  Nature 
of  it.  Your  mighty  Conquerors,  who  by  their  Flatterers 
have  been  deified  for  their  glorious  Achievements,  have 
been  juftly  deemed,  by  the  rational  Part  of  Mankind, 
as  the  greateft  Tyrants,    Robbers    and   Murderers,    that 
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ever  plagued  the  World.  And  what  are  your  refined 
Politicians,  but  the  moll  exquifite  Knaves,  who  rack 
their  Inventions  for  Pretences  to  invade  the  Territories  of 
their  peaceable  and  unthinking  Neighbours  ? 

Such  is  the  Difference  between  the  Temper  and  Con- 
duct of  the  two  Nations,  the  French  and  EngUJb.  The 
latter  are  a  People  brave,  generous  and  open-hearted  ; 
never  pick  Quarrels  with  their  neighbouring  States  with 
a  Defign  to  conquer  or  enflave  them  •■>  keep  religioufiy  to 
their  Treaties,  and  are  fo  far  from  revenging  an  Affront 
or  Injury,  that  they  too  often  pocket  Infults  and  the 
grofieif.  Provocations,  without  offering  to  do  themfelves 
common  Juftice ;  an  Infenfibility  which  frequently  e&- 
pofes  them  to  the  Jeft  and  Ridicule,  not  only  of  their 
Enemies,  but  of  the  whole  World.  But  tho'  the  Britijh 
Lion  may  be  play'd  with,  yet,  if  you  wound  him  to  the 
Quick,  he  will  inftantly  rouze  himfelf  to  Vengeance,  and 
woe  be  to  them  that  dare  oppofe  him  in  his  Fury. 

The  French^  on  the  other  Hand,  are  an  artful  infi- 
dious  People,  who  are  continually  plotting  fome  Mifchief 
againft  their  Neighbours,  if  they  have  but  the  leaft  Prof- 
peel  of  reaping  an  Advantage  by  it.  By  their  Fineffe 
and  Chicanry  in  Politicks,  they  have  gained  more  than 
ever  they  did  by  their  Arms ;  for  they  never  rendered 
themfelves  confpicuous,  either  for  their  Courage  or  Bra- 
very. No  People  in  the  World  are  more  infolent  in 
Profperity,  or  more  dejected  by  Adverfity  ;  none  more 
infulting  when  victorious,  or  more  abject  when  conquered. 
They  never  will  be  at  Peace  till  they  are  drubbed  into  it, 
and  then  keep  it  no  longer  than  a  fair  Opportunity  offers 
to  break  it ;  and  if  that  fails  them,  they  are  not  long  at 
a  Lofs  for  Ways  and  Means  to  accomplifh  their  Purpofes. 

But  that  the  Reader  may  not  imagine  that  we  blacken 
or  diftort  the  Features  of  our  good  Neighbours,  to  make 
them  look  more  ugly  and  frightful  than  Nature  made 
them,  the  following  French  political  Creed,  written 
by  Jean  Petit,  1 67 7,  and  tranflated  from  the  French,  is 
a  fufHcient  Proof,  that  we  have  done  them  no  Injuffice. 

4  Violence    is    but    a    bare    Precaution.     Conquerors 

*  ought  to  provide  for  the  future,  by  deflroying  whatever 

*  may  hurt  them.     There  is  no  Law  but  the  Sword,  the 

*  Appetite  of  governing,  and  the  Glory  to  be  obtained 
«  by  aggrandizing  a  Nation  at  the  Colt  and  Ruin  of  its 
6  Neighbours.  «  Pity 
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c  Pity  \§  a  cowardly  Virtue,  which  overthrows  a 
€  Crown,  whofe  beft  Support  is  Fear  ;  and  Impiety  its 
4  Foundation. 

*  Arms  infpire  Reverence  among  Men,  and  Troops 
c  are"  the    admirable  Advocates,    which   plead  a   Caufe 

*  beft.  The  Proclamation  of  Cannon  is  above  all  other 
«  Titles. 

4  Juftice  is  a  Phantom  ;  Reafon  a  Chimera  ;  Marriage 

*  a  Trifle  ;  Faith  of  Treaties  an  Illufion  ;  Peace  but  a 
4  Bait  to  deceive  a  People  into  a  State  of  dangerous 
4  Security ;  their  Conferences  enfnaring,  and  their  Oaths 
4  but  Sport  for  Children,  a  Trap  to  catch  a  Cully,  and  a 
4  Charm  for  Fools. 

4  They  further  believe  and  fay,  that  they  may  attempt 
4  and  do  any  Thing  to  difturb  their  Neighbours,   and  to 

*  fow  Divifions  among  them ;  even  when  they  profefs  the 
4  greateft  Regard  and  Friendfhip  for  them.  That  Per- 
4  jury  is  juft,  and  that  111  may  be  done,  wherever  they 
4  can  reap  any  Advantage  from  it.     That  Sincerity  ruins 

*  them  ;  Perfidioufnefs  is  profitable  ;  Impofture  of  much 
4  Benefit;  Infidelity  is  the  Charter  of  a  Prince;  Faith  a 
4  foolifh  Maxim  ;  keeping  their  Word  but  a  mean  Com- 

*  pliance  ;  and  Violence  the  proper  Hinge  to  move  upon. 

*  Therefore  they  neither  regard  Sighs  nor  Tears  ;  they 
4  fpeak  one  Thing  and  do  another,  make  great  Promifes, 
4  and  never  perfoim  any;   their  Mouth  flatters,  while 

*  their  Hearts  betray  ;  they  never  fhew  any  Friendfhip 
4  without  fome  private  End  ;  Vengeance  is  fweet  to  them  ; 

*  their  Protection  is  heavy,  they  embrace  with  one  Arm, 
4  and  fmother  with  the  other.  France  is  the  Proteus  of 
4  the  Age,  and  can  put  on  a  thoufand  Faces.  She  enters 
4  like  a  Lamb,  tranforms  herfelf  into  a  Fox,  and  becomes, 
4  as  Occafion  ferves,  a  devouring  Wolf.  They  never 
4  pardon,  are  never  furprized,  and  their  Ways  are  paft 
4  finding  out;  carrying  on  all  their  Schemes  with  a  dou~ 
4  ble  Face,  a  charming  Voice,  and  a  ftudied  Behaviour  ; 
4  and  never  ceafing  till  they  can  enflave  or  drive  the 
4  People  to  Defpair. 

4  Hence  Queen  Elizabeth  was  wont  to  fay,  France  may 
4  be  efpoufed  as  a  Friend,  but  never  approved  as  a  Neigh- 
4  hour.' 

This  being  the  known  Character  of  the  French,  we 
can-  never  be  too  much  on  our  Guard,  nor  too  vigilant 

in 
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in  watching  their  Motions.  Had  our  American  Colonics 
kept  a  (harper  Look-out  than  they  did,  and  vigoroufly 
oppofed  the  firft  Encroachments  of  their  perfidious  Neigh- 
bours, they  would  have  prevented  all  future  Complaints 
of  that  Kind,  nor  would  the  Planters,  on  the  Back  of 
our  Settlements,  met  with  that  cruel  Treatment  from  the 
Indians,  they  have  done  fince  they  have  been  fpirited  on  by 
the  French. 

The  Engltfh  however  excufe  themfelves  by  faying,  that 
they  were  fearful  of  giving  Offence,  and  unwilling  to 
afford  the  French  the  leaft  Handle  or  Pretence  of  affirm- 
ing that  we  were  the  AggrefTors.  They  took  Heart,  from 
our  Forbearance  and  Inactivity,  to  form  their  Plots,  and 
ripen  their  Schemes  for  the  Ruin  of  our  Trade,  and  the 
Extirpation  of  all  our  Settlements  in  that  Part  of  the 
World  ;  which  would  foon  have  fo  weakened  the  Sinews 
of  this  Kingdom^  as  to  render  it  an  eafy  Prey  to  a  power- 
ful Invader. 

The  firit  Settlement  the  French  had  in  America,  was 
at  Canada,  in  1612,  where  they  brought  great  Numbers 
of  Vagabonds,  and  the  very  Refufe  and  Scum  of  their 
People,  with  fome  regular  Troops  to  defend  them  from 
the  Indians.  However,  in  Time,  by  the  Encouragements 
given  by  the  French  King,  the  Colony  was  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  by  Means  of  the  Jefuits,  who  intermixed 
themfelves  with  the  Indians,  very  much  extended  their 
Trade  and  Influence  among  them.  But  the  Iroquois,  or 
Six  Nations,  as  they  are  called,  were  in  Alliance  with 
the  Englijh,  which  very  much  retarded  the  Progrefs  of 
their  ambitious  Views,  and  hindered  their  trafficking 
with  thofe  Tribes  that  lay  to  the  Southward  and  Weft- 
ward  of  them.  To  remove  this  Difficulty,  King  Charles  II. 
at  their  Requeft,  ordered  his  Governor  of  New  York,  to 
perfuade  the  Six  Nations  to  make  Peace  with  the  French, 
The  Governor,  however,  did  not  obey  his  Majefty's 
Orders,  yet  found  himfelf  reftrained  from  acting  openly 
againft  the  French  ',  who,  taking  Advantage  of  his  Inac- 
tion, extended  their  Lines,  built  Forts  to  the  Southward, 
particularly  the  Forts  Fontenac  and  Niagara,  which  have 
very  much  incommoded  thefe  Nations  ever  fince  ;  and 
tho'  the  Indians  demolifhed  thofe  Forts,  yet  the  French 
rebuilt  them,  and  feveral  more,  to  ferve  as  a  Retreat  to 
their  own  Indians,  when  they  attacked  the  Iroquois.  Many 
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There  was  indeed  a  Treaty  fet  on  Foot  for  evacuating 
thefe  Iflands  ;  but  the  French  mewed  how  little  they 
were  in  earneft,  by  artfully  contriving  to  have  the  Treaty 
managed  by  Commiffioners  fent  to  Paris,  where,  by 
mixing  the  Concerns  of  the  Hands  with  thofe  of  the  Con- 
tinent, they  found  Means  to  delay  the  Evacuation  of 
St.  Lucia,   Tobago,  &c. 

Another  Thing  the  French  had  in  View  by  the  Treaty 
was,  that  in  Cafe  they  fhould  agree  with  the  EngUJh  to 
divide  the  Continent  between  them,  to  include  the  In- 
dians in  our  Alliance  within  their  Bounds  or  Limits  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  Indians  to  the  Weft  of  the  Apulachian  or 
Blue  Mountains  have  acknowledged  themfelves  fubjecl:  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  throwing  them 
into  the  Arms  of  France  to  leave  them  in  the  French  Ter- 
ritories, befides  ruining  our  Settlements,  and  putting  an 
entire  Stop  to  the  Trade  and  Commerce  which  have  been 
hitherto  carried  on  with  thefe  Indians,  and  perhaps  in 
Time  compel  them  to  make  War  upon  us.  But  what 
Benefit  or  Advantage  fuch  a  Divifion  would  afford  the 
Englijh,  is  not  eafy  to  conceive. 

But  farther ;  were  fuch  Limits  to  be  fixed,  thofe  of 
our  Planters  who  fettle  on  our  Frontiers,  would  be  no 
more  fecured  in  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  than  they  were 
before  ;  for  the  French,  agreeable  to  their  conftant  Policy, 
would  be  exciting  their  allied  Indians  to  difturb  our  Setlers 
on  the  Frontiers,  and  afterwards  difclaim  their  having; 
any  Concern  in  it. 

The  French  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  Benefit  arifing  to 
their  Navigation  from  their  American  Settlements,  that 
they  neglect  no  Opportunity  of  improving  and  extending 
them  to  the  utmoft.  It  is  on  this  Account  that  they 
try  all  Methods  to  obftru£t  the  Britijh  Commerce  in  al! 
Parts  of  the  World,  as  thereby  their  Power  and  Influence 
will  be  increafed,  and  ours  diminifhed  in  Proportion  ; 
Which  if  not  timely  checked,  will  give  them  fuch  an  Ad- 
vantage over  us,  as  to  gain  that  Superiority  in  the  Coun- 
cils of  Europe,  which  will  always  enable  the  Prince  that 
has  it  to  turn  the  Balance  which  Way  he  pleafes  ;  and 
altho'  we  have  happily  preferved  that  Power  hitherto, 
of  which  all  Europe  has  felt  the  benign  Effects,  yet  fhouid 
we  be  obliged  to  fight  in  Defence  of  our  Trade  and  Set- 

B  dements, 
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demerits,  it  is  to  be  feared  we  fhall  find  but  fmall  Aifin> 
ance  from  our  Allies. 

Some  have  furmifed,  tKat  the  Encroachments  which 
the  French  have  formerly  and  are  ftill  making  upon  our 
Settlements  in  America,  is  without  the  Order  or  even  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Court  of  France.  But  this  is  a  Mis- 
take :  For  there  is  not  a  Step  taken  by  their  Colonifts, 
but  what  is  either  directed  or  approved  by  th«  Court. 
They  have  a  Fund  appropriated  to  that  very  Ufe,  of 
which  the  Council  of  Commerce  has  the  Direction,  by 
whom  every  Thing  relating  to  their  Colonies  is  examined^ 
and  every  Propofal  approved  before  it  can  be  carried  into 
Execution. 

That  the   French  Court   approves  of   all    the  Violences/ 
and  Outrages  that  their  Coloniits  and   their  Indian  Allies 
have  committed  upon  our  Planters  in  America,  is  evident: 
from  hence,  that  the  Remonftranees  and   repeated  Com- 
plaints that  our  Ambaffadors   have    made   to  that   Court 
on  this  Account,  have  been  fo  far  from  being  favourably 
received,  or  obtaining  fo  much  as  a  Promife  of  Redrefs^ 
that  their  Minifters  juftified  thefe  illegal  Proceedings,  and 
infifted  that  neither  their  Colonifts,  nor  the  Indians  their 
Allies,  had   been  guilty  of  any  Infractions  of  the  Peace 
fubfifting  between  the    two  Nations,  nor    exceeded  the 
Limits  prohibited  by  the  Articles  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht. 
For  which    Purpofe  they  produce   Maps  and   Charts,  in 
which   they  pretend   to   (hew  the   feveral   Countries  and 
Diftric"ts  which  they  lay  Claim  to,  and  which  they  affirm 
are  included  within  thofe  Boundaries,  which  were  fettled 
by  the  Commiffioners  appointed  for  that  Purpofe   by  the 
Makers  of  that  famous  Treaty :  Though   all  the  World 
knows,  that  when   the  French  take  a   Fancy  to   any   of 
their  Neighbours  Territories,   to   prove  their  Right,  im- 
mediately  fet   their   Geographers  to   work,  whom  they 
keep  in  confiant  Pay,  who  ibon  draw  a  Map  according 
to  the  Inftruclions  of  their  Mailers,  and   this  is  produced 
as  a  Proof  of  their  prior  Right  to  the  Lands    in  Queftion. 
And  it  is  thus  they  juftify  their  Pretenfions  to  thofe  Lands 
and  Diftricts   which   our  Colonies   have   occupied  Time 
immemorial,  and  long  before  the  French  had  any  Pofief- 
fions  in  America  worth  Notice, 

it 
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It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  the  French  began  very 
earlv  to  manifeft  their  ambitious  Views,  and  we  have 
feen  the  Methods  they  took  to  enlarge  their  own  Borders 
by  encroaching  upon  the  Brittijh  Settlements  ;  in  which 
they  had  made  a  confiderabie  Progrefs  under  the  Reign, 
and  by  the  Countenance  and  Encouragement  of  Lewis  XIV. 
But  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  concluded  in  the  Year 
17 13,  they  were  obliged  to  reftore  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  the  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hud/on,  with  all  the 
Lands,  Seas,  Sea-Coafts,  Rivers,  and  Places,  fituate  on 
the  faid  Bay  and  Streights  (which  include  all  Neiv  Britain^ 
and  Britijh  Canada)  and  it  was  agreed  that  Commiffioners 
on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain  and  France  mould  determine 
within  the  Space  of  a  Year,  the  Limits  between  the  Do- 
minions of  Great  Britain  and  France  on  that  Side  ;  which 
Limits  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
not  to  pafs  over  to  each  other  by  Sea  or  Land. 

Commiffioners  did  afterwards  actually  fettle  and  afcer- 
tain  thofe  Limits,  by  an  imaginary  Line,  drawn  from  a 
Point  or  Promontory,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  58  Degrees 
30  Minutes  North  Latitude,  and  running  from  thence 
South- weft  to  the  Lake  Mtfcoftnk,  or  Miftafin,  and  from 
thence  South-weft  indefinitely  to  the  Latitude  of  49  ;  all 
the  Countries  North  of  that  Line,  being  yielded  to  Great 
Britain  ;  and  all  South  of  that  Line,  as  far  as  the  River 
of  St.  Lawrence,  was  affigned  to  France. 

By  the  1 2th  Article  of  the  fame  Treaty,  Nova  Scotia, 
with  the  Fortrefs  of  Annapolis,  and  all  the  Lands  and 
Dependencies  thereunto  belonging,  were  yielded  to  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Subjects  of  France  were  excluded  from  all 
Kinds  of  Fifheries  in  the  Seas  of  Nova  Scotia,  efpecially 
thofe  which  lie  towards  the  Eaft,  and  within  thirty  Leagues 
thereof,  beginning  at  th^  Ifland  of  Cape  Sable  >  and  ex-* 
tending  from  thence  to  the  Norh-eaft. 

Befure  we  proceed  to  the  main  Bufinefs  here  intended^ 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Reader  a  fhort  Geogra- 
phical Defcription  of  the  Britijh  Dominions  in  America^ 
fo  far  as  relates  to  their  Concerns  with,  the  French,  which 
will  enable  him  the  more  perfectly  to  underftand  what 
we  have  farther  to  relate  concerning  them..  The  firft 
"We  begin  with  is 

B%  NOV  4: 
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NO  V  A     SCOTIA. 

Nova  Scotia  is  fituate  between  62  and  72  Degrees  Weft 
Longitude,  in  Length  500  Miles.  Between  43  and  51 
Degrees  North  Latitude,  in  Breadth  400  Miles.  It  is 
bounded  by  the  River  of  St.  Laivrence  on  the  North,  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Eaft ;  by  the  fame  Ocean,  and  New 
England,  South  ;  and  by  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence, 
which  divides  it  from  French  Canada,  on  the  Weir.  The 
only  Towns  in  it  at  prefer*  are,  Annapolis,  Chebucloy 
Canfo,  and  Hallifax  lately  built.  The  Seas  belonging  to 
it  are,  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  Atlantic, .  and  Fimdy 
Bay.  The  Rivers  are,  1.  The  South  Shore  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence.  1.  The  River  of  St.  John,  which  runs 
from  the  North-Weft  to  the  South-Eaft,  and  falls  into 
Fundy  Bay.  3.  The  River  St.  Croix  5  and,  4.  Vet,  which 
runs  almoft  parallel  to  that  of  St.  John.  There  are 
fome  French  Families  fettled  in  the  Villages,  but  no  Eng- 
lijh,  except  the  Garrifons  of  Annapolis  and  Van/o7  till 
the  Arrival  of  the  Colony,  fent  thither  by  his  prefent 
Majefty,  May  16,  1749,  when  three  thoufand  Enrtifo 
Families,  under  the  Care  of  their  Governor  Cornwallis, 
landed  in  that  Country  and  fettled  there. 

The  Soil  |s  good,  producing  the  heft  Wheat  in  America, 
and  proper  for  all  Manner  of  European  Grain  and  Plants  ; 
Fifh,  Fowl,  and  Game  they  have  in  Abundance  ;  and 
the  French  introduced  Oxen,  Sheep,  and  other  European 
Animals,  to  fupply  their  neighbouring  Settlements,  and 
make  their  own  Cloathing  with  the  Wool  of  their  Sheep  ; 
there  is  plenty  of  Timber  far  Ship-building  ;  and  the 
EngUJh  have  now  fo  well  cultivated  the  Lands,  that  they 
produce  Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar,  and  all  Manner  of  Naval 
Stores.  Beaver,  and  other  valuable  Furs  and  Skins  alfo 
abound  here. 

NEW  ENGLAND, 
Is  fituated  between  67  and  73  Degrees  Weft  LongU 
tude.  Length  300  Miles.  Between  41  and  45  Degrees 
North  Latitude.  Breadth  200  Miles.  Bounded  by  %Tew 
Scotland,  on  the  North  3  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the 
Eaft  and  South  ;   and  by  New  York  on  the  Weft. 

New  England  is  divided  into  four  Governments,  viz,, 
I.  New  Hampjhire,  or  Pifcataiuay.     2,  The  Majfachufeh 

'  Colony. 
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Colony.     3.  The  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence 
Plantation  j  and,  4.  Connecticut  Colony. 

Piviiions.  Provinces.  Chief  Towns, 

The  North,  New  Hampjhire,  Portfmouiby 

The  Middle,  Majfachufefs  Colony,  B  oft  on. 

The  South,  Rhode  Ifland,  &c.  Neiuport, 

The  Weft.  Connecticut*  London. 

The  Land  next  the  Sea  in  New  England,  is  generally 
low,  but,  farther  up  into  the  Country,  it  rifes  into 
Hills  i  and  on  the  North- Eaft  it  is  rocky  and  mountain- 
ous. The  Winters  here  are  much  feverer  than  in  Old 
England,  tho'  they  lie  9  or  10  Degrees  more  South  ;  but 
they  have  ufually  a  brighter  Heaven  and  more  fettled 
Weather,  both  in  Winter  and  Summer,  than  in  Old. 
England;  and,  tho'  their  Summers  are  fhorter,  the  Wea- 
ther is  a  great  deal  better  while  it  lafts.  The  Winds  arc 
very  boifterous  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  and  the  North-weft 
Wind,  blowing  over  a  long  Tradr.  of  frozen  Country, 
is  excefli ve  cold  ;  their  Rivers  are  fometimes  frozen  over 
in  a  Night's  Time.  The  Climate,  however,  is  generally 
healthful,  and  agreeable  to  Englijh  Constitutions. 

Their  Rivers  are;  1.  Connecticut ;  1.  Thames ;  3.  Pa- 
tuxet  j  4/  Mezimack  ,  5.  Pifcataway  ;  6.  Saco  -,  and  7. 
■Cafco. 

The  Animals,  which  feem  almcft  peculiar  to  New 
England,  and  the  reft  of  North  America,  are  the  Moofe- 
Deer,  and  the  Beaver. 

The  Spermaceti-Whale  is  alfo  found  upon  this  Coaft, 
of  which  and  other  Whales  the  New  England  People 
take  great  Numbers,  and  fend  feveral  Ships  every  Year 
to  Greenland  to  fifh  for  Whales  ;  and  hence  it  is  we  re- 
ceive all  the  Whale-bone  and  Whale-oil  we  import,  ex- 
cept what  we  purchafe  of  the  Dutch  and  Harftburghers. 
They  have  likewife  a  very  fine  Cod-fuhery  on  their. 
Coafts,  and  in  Ftindy  Bay. 

The  Fruits  of  Old  England  come  to  great  Perfection 
here,  particularly  Peaches,  which  are  all  Standard  Trees  ; 
7  or  800  Peaches  have  been  feen  upon  one  of  thefe  Trees 
at  the  fame  Time  ;  and  a  fingle  Apple-tree  has  made 
feven  Barrels  of  Cyder. 

Englijh  Wheat  indeed  does  not  thrive  .here;  they  eat 
^iaize  of  Indian  Corn  chiefly,  one  Grain  whereof  com-? 

nionly 
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moniy  produces  1200,  and  fometimes  2000.  The  Corn 
is  of  three  feverai  Colours,  viz,  blue,  white,  and  yellow. 
Befides  the  Foreft  Trees  of  Old  England,  they  have  Ce- 
dar, Cyprefs,  Pine,  and  Fir-trees.  Their  Fir-trees  are 
of  a  prodigious  Bulk,  and  furnifh.  the  Royal  Navy  of 
England  with  Mafls  and  Yards;  and  they  draw  from 
thefe  and  other  Trees  Pitch,  Tar,  Rofin,  Turpentine, 
Gum  and  Balm  ;  and  the  Soil  is  proper  for  Hemp  and 
Flax,  fo  that  a  Ship  may  be  built  and  rigg'd  out  with  the 
Produce  of  the  Soil  ;  and  Ship- building  is  a  confiderable 
Employment  in  this  Country. 

They  manufacture  coarfe  Linen  and  Woollen  Cloth 
for  their  own  Wear  ;  as  well  as  Iron  Tools  and  Utenfils  ; 
likewife  Hats  and  Paper,  from  which  Old  England  would 
divert  them,  as  being  prejudicial  to  their  Mother  Country. 

They  have  a  good  Trade  by  Sea  to  the  Britijh  Sugar 
Colonies,  and  with  the  Dutch  at  Surinam  and  Curaffau 
near  "Terra  Firma,  whither  they  fend  Horfes,  Salt  Provi- 
sions, and  Lumber,  that  is,  Deal-boards,  Pipe-ftaves, 
Hoops,  and  Shingles  ;  they  fend  their  Ships  alfo  to  the 
Bay  of  Honduras  for  Logwood,  which  they  tranfport  to 
Europe  ',  as  they  do  alfo  Sugar  from  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
fifh  from  Newfoundland '. 

NEW  YORK   with  the  Jerfeys. 

Situated  between  72  and  76  Degrees  Weft  Longitude, 
Length  2CO  Miles,  Between  41  and  44  Degrees  North 
Latitude,  Breadth  100  Miles. 

Bounded  by  Canada,  en  the  North  ;  by  New  England, 
Eaft  i  by  the  American  Sea,  South  ;  and  by  De  la  War 
l^iver,  which  divides  it  from  Penfylvania,  on  the  Weft. 


Divifions. 

Provinces. 

Chief  Towns. 

Eaft, 
Weft, 

New  York, 
The  JerfeySy 

C    Nezu  York, 
C    Albany, 
C    Burlington, 
L    Elizabeth, 

South, 

r  Long  IJland,  and  the  "1 

/    reft  of  the  Wands  >    Southampton, 

)  neari&^/WsRiver,  J 

The. 
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The  Jerfeys,  and  the  South  Part  of  New  York,  are  low 
flat  Countries,  but  afcending  20  or  30  Miles  up  Hudfon's 
River  to  the  North,  the  Country  is  rocky  and  moun- 
tainous, and  covered  with  Woods,  except  where  it  has 
been  cleared  by  the  Planters. 

There  are  feveral  excellent  Harbours  at  the  Mouth  of 
Hudforis  River  ;  and  in  De  la  War  River,  which  have 
their  Courfe  from  North  to  South  ;  one  in  the  Eaft,  and 
the  other  in  the  Weft  Confines  of  thefe  Provinces. 

On  the  North-weft  there  are  feveral  extenfive  Lakes^ 
viz.  of  Champlain,  Ontario,  and  Erie.  The  Iroquois,  or 
Five  Nations,  lie  upon  the  Lakes  of  Ontario  and  Erie  j 
and  are  in  Alliance  with  Great  Britain  againft  the  French} 
and  their  Indians  of  Canada. 

Befides  the  Rivers  of  Hudfon  and  De  la  War,  the  prin- 
cipal are^  the  Mohawk  River,  Ohandago,  Ravitany  and 
Maurice  Rivers. 

The  Air  and  Seafons  differ  little  or  nothing  from  New 
England. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  North- weft  Part  of  this  Coun- 
try are  the  Iroquois  ;  a  People  no  lefs  famous  for  their  in- 
trepid Bravery  in  War,  than  for  the  Gentlenefs  and  Hu- 
mility of  their  Behaviour  and  Temper  ;  they  are  conftant 
Enemies  to  the  French,  who  therefore  reprefent  them  as 
the  moil  barbarous  Savages.  Under  all  the  Difadvantages 
of  Ignorance  in  Literature  and  Want  of  Education,  they 
difcover  a  noble  and  furprizing  Genius.  Never  -did  the 
old  Romans  exprefs  a  greater  Love  for  their  Country,  or 
a  more  generous  Contempt  of  Death  in  the  Caufe  of  Li- 
berty, than  thefe  People  have  (hewn  upon  all  interefting 
Occafions  ;  to  which  we  may  add  their  Hofpitality  and 
courteous  Behaviour  to  Strangers. 

Every  Nation  of  the  Iroquois  makes  a  diftincl:  Repub- 
lick,  which,  in  Time  of  Peace,  is  governed  by  their 
Sachems  or  Civil  Magiftrates,  and,  in  War,  by  their 
Captains  or  Warriors ;  but  nothing  of  Importance  is  re- 
folved  on  or  executed,  without  a  Confultation  with  the 
Heads  of  the  Tribes. 

As  to  the  Religion  of  the  Iroquois,  they  acknowledge 
a  fupreme  Being,  whom  they  call  the  Preferver  of  the 
Univerfe,  and  believe  a  future  State  of  Rewards  and  Pu- 
niflimentsj  but  their  Notions  of  it  are  very  obfcure,  as 

iba$ 
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that  the  Rewards  of  the  Good  will  confift  in  the  En-3 
joyment  of  the  Pleafures  they  moft  affect  in  this  Life. 

The  Frtnch ,  Prtefts  have  been  extremely  diligent  in 
converting  thefe  People  to  Chriftianity  3  and  indeed  have 
met  with  too  much  Succefs,  owing  to  the  Negligence  of 
our  own  People,  and  to  the  Zeal  of  the  Miflionaries  in 
gaining  Converts  to  Popery,  having  drawn  off  great  Part 
of  the  Mohawk  Nation  from  their  Alliance  with  the 
Englifo,  and  even  perfuaded  them  to  leave  their  native 
Country,  and  fettle  in  French  Canada,  where  they  have 
bu'J.t  them  a  irately  Church.  Thofe  who  remain  firm 
in  the  Intereft  of  the  Englijh,  are  occafionally  inftrucled 
by  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Minifters,  as  they  come  to  trade, 
and  have  always  {hewn  a  ready  Difpofition  to  embrace 
the  Gofpel. 

Thofe  of  them   who  live  at  Albany  are  all  brought  up 

to  the  Profeflion  of  Chriftianity,   and  the  Generality  of 

them  are  baptized.     As  moft  of  them  are  Perfons  of  good 

Senfe  and  Underftanding,    they  readily  apprehend  the  In- 

ftructions  that  are  given  them,  and  are  fo  well  fatisfled  of 

the  Truth  of  the  Doctrines  taught  them,  that  they  have 

earneftlv    defired    to   have   a    Chriftian   Minifter    fettled 
j 

among  them.  Accordingly  the  Society  for  propogating 
the  Gofpel,  to  encourage  this  good  Difpofition,  fent  them 
a  Catechift,  a  Native  of  America,  who  has  redded  among 
them,  and,  being  Matter  of  their  Language,  has  met 
with  very  great  Succefs. 

The  Produce  of  New  York  and  the  Jerfeys  confifts  in 
Cattle,  a  good  Breed  of  Horfes,  and  Plenty  of  Wheat 
and  other  Grain,  as  well  as  Fifh.  The  Sugar  Colonies 
are  fupplied  from  hence  with  Flour,  Salt,  Beef,  Pork* 
and  Salt  Fifh  ;  with  Timber,  Plank,  and  Pipe  Staves  5 
and  large  Quantities  of  falted  and  dried  Fifh,  which  they 
bring  from  Newfoundland^  are  exported  from  hence  to 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  other  Countries  of  Europe, 
-  likewiie  traffick  with  the  Logwood- Cutters  in  the 
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Bay  of  Honduras,  and  wifh  the  Spanijb  Settlements,  and 
exchange  the  Manufactures  of  Europe  for  Treafure,  which 
they  fend  to  England  as  Merchandize;  they  fend  to  us 
likewife  Whale-oil.  and  Bone,  and  in  Return  have  the 
Manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 

PEN- 
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PENSYLVANIJ. 

Situated  between  74  and  78  Degrees  Weft  Longitude, 
Length  200  Miles.  Between  39  and  42  Degrees  North 
Latitude,  Breadth  200  Miles. 

Bounded  by  the  Country  of  the  Iroquois,  or  Five  Na- 
tions, on  the  North  ;  by  the  River  De  La  War,  which  di- 
vides it  from  the  Jerfeys>  on  the  Eaft  j  ana  by  Maryland, 
on  the  South- Weft. 

Divifions.  Counties.  Chief  Towns. 

C  Buckingham,  Briflol, 

North,  -J  Philadelphia,  Philadelphia, 

L  Chejhire,  Chejhire. 

f  Newcajlle,  Newcajlle, 

South,  "J  Kent,  Dover, 

L  Sujfex,  Lewes. 

Their  Rivers  are,  1.  The  De  la  War  ;  2.  Safquahanna  ; 
and  3.  Skoolkil.  It  is  bordered  by  a  fiat  Coaft  near  the 
Sea,  like  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  rifes  gradually, 
having  the  dpulachian  Mountains  on  the  Weft. 

As  this  Country  is  contiguous  to  the  Jerfeys  and  New 
York,  already  defcribed,  the  Air  and  Seafons  are  much 
the  fame  as  in  them. 

The  Produce  and  Merchandize  of  Penfylvania  confift 
in  Horfes,  Pipe  Staves,  Pork,  Beef,  and  Fifh,  falted  and 
barrelPd  up  ;  fkins  and  Furs  ;  Grain  of  all  Sorts  ;  Pot- 
afhes,  Wax,  &c.  which  they  fend  to  the  Caribbee  Iflands, 
and  other  Places,  and  make  their  Returns  in  Rum,  Sugar, 
Mobiles,  Silver,  Negroes,  Salt,  and  Wine ;  and  from 
England  Houfhold  Goods,  and  Cloathing  of  all  Kinds  ; 
Hardware,  Tcols  or  Toys. 

They  have  likewife  a  little  Rice,  and  fome  Tobacco, 
but  of  the  worft  Sort.  The  Soil  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
Jerfeys  and  New  York,  are  very  proper  for  the  Production 
of  Hemp  and  Flax,  as  appears  from  the  Grounds  that 
have  been  cultivated  for  that  Purpofe :  Their  Articles  of 
Trade  with  the  Indians  are  but  few,  ccniifting  for  the 
moft  Part  in  the  Skins  and  Furs  of  wild  Beafts,  for  which 
they  give  them  Cloathing,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Rum, 
and  other  Spirits  in  Return. 

C  This 


*8 


GALLIC  A    FIDES:    Or, 


This  and  the  reft  of  the  Northern  Colonies  carry  on 
a  clandeftine  Trade  with  the  Spaniards  upon  'Terra  Firma, 
furnifh  them  with  European  Goods  and  Merchandize,  and 
receive,  chiefly,  Pieces  of  Eight  in  Return  ;  they  trade 
likewife  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras  for  Logwood,  by  Con- 
nivance, as  the  Spaniards  fay,  but  the  Englifh  infift  they 
have  a  Right  to  that  Trade.  They  carry  on  a  Trade 
likewife  with  the  French  and  Dutch  Iflands,  though  greatly 
to  the  Prejudice  of  our  Sugar  Colonies  ;  for  from  thefe 
Foreigners  they  take  Rum,  MolafTes,  and  other  Spirits, 
with  a  great  many  European  Goods,  and  carry  them 
Horfes,  Provifions,  and  Lumber  in  Return,  without 
which  the  French  could  not  carry  on  their  Manufacture  of 
Sugar  to  that  Advantage  they  now  do. 

MARYLAND. 

Situated  between  74  and  78  Degrees  Weft  Longitude, 
Length  140  Miles.  Between  38  and  40  Degrees  North 
Latitude.     Breadth  1 35  Miles. 

Bounded  by  Penfylvania,  on  the  North ;  by  another 
Part  of  Penfylvania,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Eaft ;  by 
Virginia,  South  ;   and  by  the  Apulachian  Mountains,  Weft. 

Maryland  is  divided  into  two  Parts  by  the  Bay  of 
Chefepeak,  viz.   I.  The  Eaftern.     2.  The  Weftern. 


Divifions. 


The  Eaftern, 


The  Weftern, 


Counties. 
Somerfet, 
DorcheJier9 
Talbot, 
,  Cecil, 

St.  Mary, 
Charles, 
Prince  George, 
Calvert, 
Anne  Arundel, 


Chief  Towns, 

So?nerfet, 

DorcheJler9 

Oxford. 

St.  Mary, 

Briftol,  ' 

Majlerkout, 

Abingdon, 

Annapolis, 

Baltimore. 


Baltimore, 

Maryland  had  its  Name  given  it  by  King  Charles  I.  in 
Honour  of  his  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  when  he  granted 
it  by  Patent  to  George  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore >  Anno  163 1. 

It  is  feparated  from  Virginia,  on  the  South,  by  the  Ri- 
ver Patowmack. 

This  Country,  as  well  as  Virginia,  may  be  divided, 
into,  1.  The  lew  Sands  next  the  Sea  5   2.  The  hilly 

Country 
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Country  towards  the  Heads  of  the  Rivers  -,  and,   3.   The 
Apulachian  Mountains,  which  are  exceeding  high. 

Like  Virginia  too,  it  is  watered  with  a  vaft  Number  of 
Springs,    which  form  a  great  many  Rivers,   the  chief  are,  . 
j.  Patowmack.     2.   Pacomoac.      3.  Pataxent.     4.   Severn, 
5.  Cheptonk.     6.  Saffafras.    7.  JVicomoa%     8.  St.  George. 

Befides  thefe  there  are  other  Rivers  navigable  by  large 
Ships,  which  with  the  numerous  Bays  and  Creeks  that 
indent  the  Land  on  every  Side,  make  it  eafy  for  the  Sea- 
men to  bring  their  Veflels  up  to  the  Planters  Doors  to 
receive  their  Freights  of  Tobacco,  &c . 

The  Air  of  this  Country,  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Sum- 
mer, is  exceffive  hot,  and  as  extremely  cold  in  Winter, 
when  the  North-weft  Wind  blows. 

Their  Winters  feldom  exceed  three  or  four  Months, 
in  which  they  rarely  have  one  Month  of  bad  Weather ; 
for  the  reft  of  the  Year,  they  are  happy  in  a  clearer,  a 
bright  Sun,  and  fcarce  ever  troubled  with  Fogs. 

When  Maryland  was  firft  fettled,  it  was  inhabited  by 
feveral  Nations  of  Indians,  governed  by  petty  Kings  ;  but 
now  there  are  not  500  fighting  Men  of  them  in  the  Pro- 
vince, and  the  greateft  Part  of  thefe  are  on  the  Eaftern 
Shore.  Here  they  have  two  or  three  little  Towns ; 
fome  of  them  go  over  to  the  Weft,  in  the  Winter,  to 
hunt  fat  Deer,  in  which  they  are  commonly  employed 
by  the  Englijh.  This  is  their  chief  Employment,  and 
it  is  rare  that  any  of  them  will  take  to  any  other  Kind 
of  Buftnefs.  Their  Numbers  have  not  been  diminifhed 
with  any  Wars  with  the  Englijh,  but  from  the  frequent 
Quarrels  and  Broils  among  themfelves,  to  which  may  be 
added  their  Drinking  and  other  Vices,  which  they 
learnt  from  the  Englijh.  They  have  admirable  Capacities, 
which,  if  prcperly  directed,  might  be  made  very  fervice- 
able  to  Religion  and  the  Government  under  which  they 
live :  But  what  can  they  learn  from  the  debauched  Lives 
and  wicked  Practices  of  the  Chriftians  they  live  among, 
but  to  be  much  worfe  than  they  were  in  their  original 
State  of  Nature. 

The  principal    Produce  of  this  Country  is  Tobaccov 
which  is  here  planted  and  cultivated  with  as  much  Appli- 
cation as  in  Virginia,  which  they  likewifefend  to  England: 
Befides  which,  the  Country   produces  moft  of  the  Grain, 
^nd  Fruits  of  Eyrope -and  America.     The  Planters  live  in 

C  2  Farms 
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Farms  difperfed  all  over  the  Country,  or  on  the  Sea  Coaft" 
They  do  not  chufe  to  confine  themfelves  in  Towns,  ei- 
ther here  or  in  Virginia,  becaufe  that  would  not  be  fo 
convenient  for  the  Management  of  their  Plantations. 

VIRGINIA. 

Situated  between  74  and  80  Degrees  Weft  Longitude, 
Length  240  Miles.  Between  36  and  39  Degrees  North 
Latitude,  Breadth  200  Miles. 

Bounded  by  the  Rver  Paicmack,  which  divides  it  from 
Maryland^  on  the  North-Eaft  j  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
on  the  Eaft ;  by  Carolina,  on  the  South  \  and  by  the 
Apulachian  Mountains,  on  the  Weil:. 

It  may  be  divided  into  four  Parts,  viz.  1.  The  North, 
2.  The  "Middle.    3.  The  South.     4.  The  Eaft. 


Divifions. 


The  North, 


The  Middle, 


Parishes. 

Wico?noa, 
Chrijl  Churchy 

Farnham, 
St.  Paul. 

Farnham, 

Chrijl  Churchy 

Abington, 

Strattoriy 

St.  John, 

St.  Peter, 

Elizabethy 

Dentyy 

York, 

Lyn  Haven, 

Eliza  bet  hy 

Chukatuky 

Newport, 

Southwarky 

H/yanotrey 

Weflovery 

Bt'iftol, 

"James    Towriy 

Williamfburg. 

Eaftern,  between  Chefe-$  Acomac,  Acomacy 

peak  Bay  and  the  Ocean,  c  Northumberland)    Hungers. 

Virginia , 


The  South, 


Counties. 

Northumberlandy 
Lancajhire, 
Wejlmorlandy 
Richmond y 
Siaffordy 

Middlefexy 
Gloucejler, 
King  and  ^ueeny 
King  TVilliamy 
hew  Kent, 
Elizabethy 
Warwick , 
York, 
m  Prince fs  Anne, 

Norfolk, 
Nanfamund, 
Ijle  of  Wight, 
Suney, 

Prince  George, 
Charles, 
Henrico  y 
James, 
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Virginia,  from  the  Ocean,  appears  to  be  a  low  Land  ; 
and  Co  indeed  it  is,  for  there  is  fcarce  a  Hill  or  a  Stone 
to  be  met  with  for  an  hundred  Miles  up  in  the  Country  ; 
which,  before  it  was  planted,  was  either  Forefts,  or  Bogs 
and  Moraffes,  which  they  call  Swamps,  and  fuch  is  the 
greateft  Part  of  it  at  this  Time.  Their  Trees  are  ex- 
ceeding lofty,  but  no  Underwood  or  Bufhes  grow  be- 
neath. 'Tis  pleafant  travelling  thro'  thefe  Forefts,  for 
you  have  always  a  Shade  to  defend  you  from  the  Heat  of 
the  Sun. 

The  great  Bay  of  Chefepeak  runs  thro*  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  upwards  of  300  Miles,  almoft  due  North, 
and  is  navigable  moft  Part  of  the  Way  for  large  Ships. 
The  Entrance  of  this  Bay  is  between  two  Promontories, 
called  Cape  Charles  and  Cape  Henry. 

Four  great  Rivers,  which  rife  in  the  Apidachian  Moun- 
tains, fall  into  this  Bay,  in  their  Courfe  from  the  North- 
weft  to  the  South-eaft  ;  of  thefe,  the  moft  foutherly  is 
'James  River,  its  Indian  Name  was  Powhatan,  being  ge- 
nerally about  two  Miles  over,  and  navigable  80  Miles  at 
leaft.  York  River,  called  by  the  Indians  Pamuntry,  is  a 
little  to  the  Northward  of  James  River;  North  of  York 
River,  is  the  River  of  Patowmack,  which  is  navigable 
near  200  Miles,  and  is  nine  Miles  broad  in  fome  Places, 
but  generally  about  feven. 

The  Air  and  Seafons  are  governed  chiefly  by  the  Wind  ; 
the  North  and  North-weft  Winds  are  very  nitrous  and 
piercing  cold,  and  clear,  or  ftormy  ;  the  South-eaft  and 
bouth,  hazy  and  fultry  hot ;  in  Winter  they  enjoy  a 
fine  clear  Air,  and  dry,  which  make  it  very  pleafant  ; 
their  Frofts  are  fhort,  but  fometimes  fo  fevere,  that  it 
freezes  the  Rivers  over  three  Miles  broad. 

Snow  fometimes  falls  in  pretty  large  Quantities,  but 
feldom  continues  above  a  Day  or  two  ;  Spring  there  is 
about  a  Month  earlier  than  in  England ;  in  April  they 
have  frequent  Rains ;  in  May  and  June,  the  Heat  being 
increafed,  it  is  much  like  our  Summer,  and  is  refrenVd 
with  gentle  Breezes,  that  rife  about  nine  o'  Clock,  an4 
increafe  or  decline,  as  the  Sun  rifes  and  falls. 

In  July  and  Augvjl  thefe  Breezes  ceafe,  and  the  Air  be- 
comes ftagnant  and  fultry  hot,  with  confiderable  Rains, 
which  occafion  Fluxes,  and  various  other  Diftempers. 

In 
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In  Virginia  it  is  computed  there  are  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  Souls,  exclufive  of  Servants  and  Slaves, 
which  arc  above  three  Times  that  Number. 

The  Indians  of  this  Country  are  born  tolerably  white, 
but  darken  their  Complexions  by  fmearing  themfelves 
with  Greafe,  and  lying  in  the  Sun  ;  they  paint  their  Faces,' 
Ereafts,  and  Shoulders,  of  various  Colours,  but  generally 
red.  They  have  good  Features,  efpecially  the  Women  j 
their  Limbs  are  clean  and  {freight ;  and  a  crooked  or  de- 
formed Perfon  is  fcarce  ever  (een  among  them. 

Their  Chiefs  adorn  themfelves  with  a  Coronet  of  Fea- 
thers, and  fometimes  ftuff  and  dry  the  Skin  of  a  Fowl, 
and  wear  it  on  their  Heads ;  their  Ornaments  are  Ear- 
rings of  Copper,  Chains,  Shells,  Feathers  and  Beads 
about  their  Necks,  and  Bracelets  of  the  fame  ro»nd  their 
Arms. 

Their  only  Cloathing  is  a  Piece  of  Skin  about  their; 
Waifts,  which  reaches  down  to  their  Knees  ;  thofe  of  a 
higher  Rank  have  the  Skin  of  a  Deer,  or  fome  other 
Beaft,  thrown  over  them  for  a  Mantle ;  their  Shoes  and 
Bufkins  are  likewife  made  of  Skins. 

The  Indians  in  general  have  good  Understanding,  are 
quick  of  Apprehenfion,  fudden  in  Difpatch,  fubtle  in 
their  Dealings,  and  very  induftrious.  There  are  no  bet- 
ter Markfmen  in  the  World  with  Bow  and  Arrow  than 
they  ;  for  they  will  kill  Birds  flying,  Fifties  fwimming, 
and  Beafts  running  ;  and  fhoot  their  Arrows  with  fuch 
prodigious  Force,  that  one  of  them  (hot  an  Englijhman 
quite  through,  and  nail'd  both  his  Arms  to  his  Body  with 
an  Arrow. 

They  did  not  know  the  Ufe  of  Iron  till  the  Englijh 
taught  them,  and  the  Copper  they  had  ferved  only  for 
Ornaments  ;  their  edged  Tools  were  fharp  Stones,  or 
Shells  fet  in  Wood  ;  their  Method  of  felling  Timber  wa,s 
by  burning  it  down. 

Their  ufual  Food  is  Indian  Corn  boil'd  to  a  Pulp, 
which  they  call  Hommony,  and  is  not  much  unlike  our 
butter'd  Wheat  ;  they  feed  likewife  upon  Venifon,  Fifti 
and  Fowl ;  and  they  employ  greateft  Part  of  their  Time 
in  hunting  Beads  and  Fowls,  and  catching  them,  for  they 
have  no  tame  Fools. 

The  principal  Product  of  the  Country  is  Tobacco,  the 
bed  in  the  World  -,  and  yet  the  Land  is  generally  fandy, 

and 


FRENCH     POLICE  23 

and  of  a  {hallow  Mould  ;  fo  that  after  they  have  cleared 
a  frefti  Piece  of  Ground  out  of  the  Woods,  thev  have 
not  above  two  or  three  Crops  of  Tobacco,  unlels  it  be 
cow-penned  or  well  dunged. 

There  are  a  great  Variety  of  fpontaneous  Flowers  ; 
particularly,  the  fineft  Crown  Imperial  in  the  World  ; 
the  Cardinal  Flower,  fo  much  admired  for  fcarlet  Co- 
lour ;  and  the  Plains  and  Vallies  almoft  all  the  Year 
round,  are  beautified  with  Flowers  of  one  kind  or  other. 
Alfo  the  Tulip-bearing  Laurel-tree,  which  has  the  plea* 
fanteft  Smell  in  the  World,  and  keeps  blcfToming  and 
feeding  for  feveral  Months  fucceffively. 

In  many  Places  the  Silk-grafs  grows  fpontaneoufly  ;  of 
which  great  Advantages  might  be  made,  as  its  Fibres  are 
as  fine  as  Flax,  and  much  ftronger  than  Hemp. 

Great  Variety  of  Incenfe  and  fweet  Gums  diftil  from 
feveral  Kinds  of  Trees  in  the  Woods. 

Here  likewife  may  be  produced  all  forts  of  naval  Stores, 
as  Pitch,  Tar,  Rofin,  Turpentine,  Plank- timber,  Malts 
and  Yards,  alfo  Sails,  C6rdage  and  Iron  ;  all  which  may 
be  tranfported  at  an  eafy  Freightage  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Difcovery  of  the  North-eaft  Part  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  America  was  firft  made  by  Sebajlian  Cabot,  a 
Native  of  Briftol ;  who  was  employed  by  King  Henry  VII, 
in  the  Year  1497,  to  ^nc*  out  a  North- weft  Paflage  to 
■China  :  But  akho*  Cabot  could  not  accompliih  this,  yet 
he  difcovered  all  the  North-eaft  Coaft  of  America  from 
Cape  Florida,  in  25  Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  to  67 
and  half;  from  whence  England  claimed  a  Right  to  that 
Country,  prior  to  the  Spaniards,  or  any  other  European 
Power  :  And  the  Reafon  why  no  Attempt  was  made  to 
plant  or  fettle  Colonies  in  North  America  for  a  confidera- 
ble  Time,  Cabot  himfelf  informs  us,  was  the  Wars  that 
happened  immediately  after. 

CAROLINA,  North  and  South,  and  GEORGIA. 

Situated  between  75  and  36  Degrees  Weft  Longitude, 
Length  500  Miles.  Between  30, and  36  Degrees  North 
Latitude,  Breadth  uncertain. 

Carolina,  if  extended  to  the  Weftward,  as  far  as  the 
Charters  would  juftify,  or  as  far  as  the  Cherikee  Indians, 
our  AJlies,  extends,  we  might  make  the  River  Mijfifippi 
the  Weftera  Boundary,  which  falls   into  the  Guipfa  of 

Mexico, 
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Mexico,  in  95  Degrees  of  Weftern  Longitude  ;  but  if 
we  confine  ourfelves  to  the  Lands  that  are  actually  plant- 
ed by  the  Englijh,  we  muft  not  extend  it  above  200  Miles 
Weft  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  French  are  but  late 
Intruders,  and  made  their  Settlements  fince  the  Year 
1720,  for  all  on  the  Eaft  of  that  River  belongs  to  the 
Englijh ;  and  all  to  the  Weft,  to  the  Spaniards,  who  ac- 
tually deftroy'd  fome  of  the  Forts  erected  by  the  French 
on  the  weft  Side  of  that  River :  But  fince  the  Union  of 
the  two  Kingdoms,  of  France  and  Spain,  the  Spaniards 
wink  at  the  French  Encroachments :  And  if  the  Engliflj 
ihould  allow  them  to  poiTefs  the  Eaft  Side  of  MiJJifippi, 
and  raife  Forts  therej  our  Colonies  in  Carolina  will  be 
in  a  precarious  Situation.  Georgia,  which  borders  the 
fouthern  Limits  of  this  Country,  is  in  a  very  unfettled 
Condition  ;  for  the  Spaniards  claim  that  Country  as  a 
Part  of  Spanijh  Florida  ;  but  the  Englijh  infift,  that  Ca- 
rolina extends  as  far  as  the  River  of  St.  John,  in  30  De- 
grees of  North  Latitude  ;  but  how  the  CommifTaries  ap- 
pointed to  fettle  this  Matter  will  agree,  is  hard  to  fay. 
However,  to  give  Carolina  the  Bounds  which  of  Right  it 
ought  to  have  againft  both  French  and  Spanijh  Florida, 
will  be  to  bound  Carolina  by  Virginia  on  the  North  ;  by 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  Weft  ;  by  the  River  of  St. 
John  on  the  South  ;  and  the  River  MiJJifippi  on  the  Weftj 
and  throw  it  into  three  Divifions,  viz.  1.  North  Carolina* 
2.  South  Carolina  3  and  3.  Georgia. 


Divifions.  Counties.  Parifties. 

f    Albemarle,  0  Divided  into  Pa- 

North  Carolina,   \    Bath  County,      >    rifhes,    but  has 

C    Clarendon  Part,    j    no  Towns. 

Towns. 

i Clarendon  in  Part,"] St.  James, 
Craven,  I  Chrill  Church* 

Berkley,  7" Charles  town, 

Collim,  \ 

Granville,  ^  Port  Royal. 

f  Savannah, 
South  Diviflon  contains  only  Georgia,  s  Frederica, 

L  Purifiurg. 


The 
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The  principal  Rivers  are,  I.  Albemarle.  2.  Pentaque. 
3.  Nertfe.  4.  Cape  Fear,  or  Clarendon  River.  5.  Wa- 
teree.  6.  Cambabee.  7.  AJhley.  8.  Cooper.  9.  Collkon. 
10.  Santee.  II.  Savannah.  12.  Alatamaho ;  and  13. 
The  noble  River  of  Sr.  y^«,  which  divides  Georgia  from 
Spanijh  Florida :  All  thefe  Rivers  have  their  Source  in  the 
Apulachian  Mountains,  running  Eaft,  till  they  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  There  are  alfo  the  Rivers  Flint,  Ga- 
tochee,  Ocechee,  and  even  the  River  MiJJifippi,  which  run 
from  the  North- eaft  to  the  South- weft,  and  fall  into  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  pafs,  as  Mr,  Oglethorpe  aflures  us, 
thro'  Part  of  Carolina. 

The  Indians  inhabiting  this  Country  are  a  manly  well- 
fhaped  People,  the  Men  tall,  and  the  Women  little. 
They  make  their  Skins  of  a  dark  Brown,  by  anointing 
their  Bodies  with  Oil,  and  expofing  them  to  the  Sun  ; 
the  Men  paint  themfeives  of  various  Colours,  red,  yel- 
low, black  and  blue  ;  they  generally  wear  a  Girdle,  with 
a  Piece  of  Cloth  drawn  thro*  their  Legs,  turned  over  the 
Girdle  both  before  and  behind,  fomething  refembling 
Breeches.  The  Women  wear  a  kind  of  Petticoat  reach- 
ing to  their  Knees ;  in  the  Winter,  both  Sexes  wear 
Mantles  two  Yards  fquare  ;  which  they  wrap  round  their 
Bodies,  as  the  Romans  did  their  Toga,  but  generally  with 
their  Arms  bare. 

They  are  a  generous,  good-natured,  hofpitable  Peo- 
ple ;  patient  of  Want  and  Pain  ;  not  eafily  provoked  ; 
but  when  thoroughly  incenfed  implacable  ;  quick  of  Ap- 
prehenfion,  and  gay  of  Temper ;  in  their  publick  Con- 
ferences and  Treaties  they  difcover  excellent  Capacities, 
and  have  a  natural  Eloquence. 

Every  Family  makes  tfae  Manufacture  it  has  occafion 
for,  but  none  to  fell  ;  they  defpife  working  for  Hire, 
and  fpend  their  Time  chiefly  in  Hunting  and  War,  but 
plant  Corn  enough  for  their  own  Ufe,  and  for  Strangers 
who  vifit  them.  For  Bread,  they  make  their  Indian 
Corn  into  Hommony,  as  before-mentioned  5  they  boil 
their  Venifon,  and  make  Broth  of  it ;  and  eat  all  man- 
ner of  Flefh.  They  make  their  Salt  of  Wood-a{hes  5 
Long-pepper,  which  grows  in  their  Gardens,  and  Bay- 
leaves,  ferve  them  for  Spice, 

This   Country   is   fituated  between  the  Extremes  of 

D  Heat 
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Heat  and  Cold  ;  but  the  Heat  in  Summer  is  more  trou- 
blefome  than  the  Cold  in  Winter. 

The  Natives  aie  generally  healthful,  and  have  but  few 
Difeafes,  except  the  Small-pox,  and  thofe  occafioned  by 
drinking  Rum.  Old  Brim,  Emperor  of  the  Creeks,  who 
died  but  a  few  Years  ago,  lived  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
Years;  and  he  was  neither  blind,  nor  bed-rid,  till  fome 
few  Months  before  his  Death.  Sometimes  indeed  they 
have  Pleurifies  and  Fevers,  but  no  chronical  Diftempers  ; 
and  have  feveral  phyfical  Herbs  of  great  Virtue,  particu- 
larly for  the  Cure  of  venomous  Bites  and  Wounds. 

Among  their  native  Animals  are  the  Urus  and  Tor  ax + 
defcribed  by  Cajar,  and  by  the  Englijh  improperly  called 
a  BufFaloe. 

The  Soil  produces  all  manner  of  Vegetables,  and  many 
thrive  there  which  cannot  ftand  our  Winter.  Silk,  Wine 
and  Oil  are  likewife  the  Produce  of  this  Country,  if  pro- 
perly cultivated  ,  Mulberry-trees  and  Vines  grow  fponta- 
neoufly,  and  the  Soil  is  extremely  proper  for  Olives.  We 
have  had  Samples  brought  over<of  Silk,  equal  to  any  that 
is  purchafed  of  Foreigners.  Indigo  has  likewife  of  late 
been  manufactured  in  South  Carolina  to  great  Perfection, 
of  which  large  Quantities  have  been  fent  to  England. 

Rice,  Skin,  Pitch  and  Tar  are  the  chief  Produce  of 
South  Carolina  ;  'tis  faid,  that  from  Charles  Town  alone 
200  Ship-loads  of  Rice  are  annually  exported.  The  In- 
habitants of  North  Carolina  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to 
the  planting  and.  cultivating  of  Tobacco. 

Georgia  is  not  a  fruitful  Country  j  but  the  Banks  of 
the  feveral  fine  Rivers  which  run  thro'  it  have  been  fer- 
tilized, and  make  a  very  good  Barrier  for  the  Carolina's9 
which  before  were  expofed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Spani- 
ards and  French,  and  their  Indian  Allies. 

But  to  return  to  our  Narrative.  The  Peace  being  con- 
cluded in  1748,  the  French  feemed  pretty  quiet  for  fome 
Time,  that  is,  they  did  not  openly  attack  or  moleft  any 
of  our  Settlements  ;  yet  it  was  not  long  before  they 
fhewed  the  little  Regard  they  had  to  the  Articles  of  that 
Treaty,  as  appeared  from  their  refufing  to  evacuate  the 
neutral  Iflands.  And  tho'  they  did  not  for  a  Year  or  two 
commit  any  Violences  or  Outrages  upon  our  Colonies  in 
America,  yet  were  they  exceeding  bufy  all  the  while  in 
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feducing  the  Indians,  our  Allies,  into  their  Intereft;  and 
the  prodigious  Progrefs  their  perfidious  underhand  Dealings 
met  with,  is  apparent  from  the  following  Letters,  dated 
at  S 'tod bridge ,  Auguji  31,  175 1. 

The  Contents  of  the  firft  Letter  are  to  this  Effect  : 
<c  We  have  had  credible  Information  from  the  Mohawks^ 
that  the  French  are  now  gone  from  Canada  with  an  Army 
of  600  Men,  400  French  and  200  Indians  (intending  to 
augment  their  Army  to  1000  as  they  go  along)  into  the 
South- weftern  Parts  of  North  America ,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  their  own  Intereft,  and  ruin  ours  in  thefe 
Parts  ;  particularly  to  deftroy  the  Nation  of  the  Toowech- 
tooweesy  that  are  very  friendly  to  the  Englijh ;  and  to  kill 
a  certain  Virginia  Trader,  who,  by  his  honeft  Dealings 
with  the  Indians^  has  lately  gained  the  Affections  of  many, 
and  greatly  drawn  their  Trade  that  Way  ;  and  that  J.  C. 
having  had  Intelligence  of  this,  by  a  Frenchman  who  de- 
ferted  from  the  Army,  and  various  other  Ways,  had  fent 
a  Belt  of  Wampum  to  all  the  fix  Nations,  to  give  them 
Notice  of  it,  and  to  excite  them  to  oppofe  the  Defigns 
of  this  Army." 

The  other  Letter  runs  in  thefe  Terms :  "  God  in  his 
Providence  feems  now  to  be  opening  the  Door  for  intro- 
ducing the  Light  of  the  Gofpel  among  the  Nations  fr.  em 
the  fix  Mohawk  Nations)  wider  than  ever.     And  if  we, 
the  Englijh,  don't  fail  of  doing  our  Part,  there  is  a  Pro- 
fpecl:  of  great  Things  being  done  ;    and  it  looks  as  if  the 
prefent  Seafon  was  now  or  never.  'Tis  evident  the  French 
are  now  exerting  themfelves  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
to  draw  all  thefe  Nations  over  to  them,  and  engage  them 
in  their  Intereft.     The  King  of  France  has  lately  made 
extraordinary  Provifions  for  them,  that  very  large  and  li- 
beral Prefents  may  be  made  them  in  Canada.     And  they 
are  indefatigable  in  the  Endeavours  they  ufe,  in  the  La- 
bours of  their  Emiflaries,  and  all  Ways  they  can  devife* 
They  are  building  Forts  in  all  the  Parts  of  America  to 
the  Weft  of  us,  in  the  Carrying-places  between  the  Lakes 
and  the  Rivers,  and   in   all  the  moft  important  Places, 
where  they  have  the  greateft  Advantage  to  bring  the  In* 
dians  into  Dependence,  and  to  draw  their  Trade.     Colo- 
nel John/on  and  Major  Lydius,  (who  probably  are  beft  ac- 
quainted with  the  State  of  thefe  Indians •,  of  all  the  Sub- 
jects of  the  Britijk  Crown)    faid  in  the  Time   of  the 
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Treaty  of  Albany ,  '  That  it  was  a  gone  Cafe,  and  that 
*  it  was  a  Thing  beyond  all  Doubt  or  Difpute  what  was 
c  never  like  to  be  done,  thefe  Nations  were  loft  to  the 
«  Britijh  Intereft.' 

By  various  Accounts  it  is  abundantly  confirmed,  that 
about  one  half  of  the  Oneotauguas  have  actually  left  their 
old  Habitations,  and  are  gone  to  live  in  Canada,  the 
French  having  provided  Lands  for  them  ;  and  many  others 
of  the  far  Nations  are  reforting  to  fettle  there.  An  emi- 
nent Mohawk  told  me,  that  the  £>uinquals,  the  Onoon- 
taugnas,  and  the  Chountoowaunces,  or  Seneca9*,  are  gene- 
rally in  the  French  Intereft.  He  fays,  they  come  indeed 
to  Albany  and  treat  with  the  Englijh  as  Friends  ;  but  then 
go  directly  to  the  Governor  oi  Canada,  and  tell  him  all 
that  has  pafs'd  :  They  fpeak,  fays  he,  fmooth  Words, 
pleafant  Words  to  the  Englijh  ;  but  their  Hearts  are  with 
the  French,  He  faid  concerning  the  Seneca's,  wrho  are 
vaftly  the  biggeft  of  the  fix  Nations,  that  the  Governor 
of  Canada  was  always  there,  meaning  by  his  EmifTaries. 
Four  Indians  have  lately  been  here  from  among  the  Caug- 
nazvaugaus  in  Canada,  who  were  related  either  in  Blood 
or  Marriage  to  fome  of  the  Englijh.  Two  of  thefe  efpe- 
cially  appeared  to  be  uncommonly  intelligent.  They  told 
me,  that  the  Indians  that  formerly  ufed  to  be  on  our  Side, 
are  continually  flocking  in  great  Multitudes  to  Canada  to 
dwell  there.  They  faid,  that  all  the  Nations  about  the; 
Lakes  that  ufed  to  be  our  Friends,  had  lately  left  us,  and 
entered  into  an  Alliance  with  the  French. 

Thus  indefatigable  are  that  Nation,  who  underftand 
their  own  Intereft  fo  well,  in  their  Endeavours  to  gain 
all  the  Indian  Nations  in  North  America,  and  to  eftablifh 
them  in  their  Intereft,  and  alienate  them  from  the  Englijh. 
I  was  credibly  informed,  while  at  Albany,  that  the  Indians 
gave  that  for  one  Reafon  why  they  left  the  Englijh  and 
joined  themfelves  to  the  French,  that  they  could  not  live 
with  the  Englijh,  they  gave  them  fo  much  Rum,  which 
they  found  by  Experience  had  wafted  them  exceedingly. 

Now  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  Situation  of  Things, 
the  only  remaining  Means  left  in  our  Power  to  regain 
and  fecure  the  Indians  in  the  Englijh  Intereft,  is  this  very 
Thing,  viz.  to  our  utmoft  to  profecute  the  Defign  of 
thoroughly  inftru<5ting  them  in  the  true  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion, and  educating  their  Children  in  ufeful  Knowledge. 

Col, 
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Col.  Johnfon  owns  this ;  and  fays,  he  knows  it  will  be 
for  the  Briti/h  Intereft,  for  them  to  profecute  what  they 
have  begun  at  Stockbridge.  This  Opportunity  may  eafily 
be  loft  thro'  Negligence  ;  for  fome  of  the  Mohawks  them- 
felves  are  watching  for  an  Opportunity  to  pofiefs  the 
Minds  of  thofe  Indians  that  are  inclined  to  Religion,  wkh 
an  Opinion  of  the  Treachery  of  the  Englijh>  and  to  in- 
fult  thofe  that  feem  now  difpofed  to  truft  us,  on  our  dis- 
appointing them.  A  principal  Mohawk  himfelf,  in  his 
Prudence  and  Zeal,  is  afraid  of  the  Confequence  of  any 
Difappointment  from  the  Englijhy  and  feems  deeply  con- 
cerned about  it." 

In  the  firft  of  the  above-mentioned  Letters  we  are 
told,  that  the  French  were  marched  wfth  an  Army  from 
Canada,  to  the  South-weft  Part  of  North  America*  and 
with  what  Views :  A  Letter  -which  has  been  fince  re- 
ceived from  Stockbridge,  gives  an  Account  of  the  Succefs 
of  that  Expedition,  and  how  the  five  Nations  in  general 
ftood  affected  both  to  the  Englijh  and  French*  The  Let- 
ter is  dated  Sept.  25,   175 1,  and  runs  thus  : 

"  Some  of  the  Mohawks  are  come  this  Day  to  Stock- 
bridge  from  their  own  Country,  and  bring  an  Account  of 
their  Brethren  at  Home,  that  they  continue  in  a  Difpofi- 
tion  and  Defign  to  bring  their  Children  hither  to  be  in- 
ftrucled.  A  Number  of  the  Far  Nations  are  come  to 
treat  with  the  Five  Nations,  with  a  very  great  Belt  of 
Wampum,  which  is  a  Sign  of  great  and  important  Bufi- 
nefs :  And  they  fay,  that  the  Army  that  lately  went  to 
to  extirpate  the  Nation  of  the  Joowechtoowees,  are  returned 
without  Succefs  ;  their  Defign  being  difcovered  by  that 
Nation  before  they  came  :  And  that  the  Army  in  their 
Return  flopped  at  a  Place  a  little  above  Ofwego,  and  had 
fent  to  the  Chiefs  of  all  the  Five. Nations  to  come  to 
him  ,  and  particularly,  that  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Army  had  fent  very  earneftly  for  Hendrick  to  come,  but 
that  he  utterly  refufed,  and  that  none  of  his  Tribe  fhould 
ftir.  And,  if  the  Account  thefe  Men  give  be  true,  the 
other  Nations  decline  this  propofed  Interview  with  the 
French  General,  and  fay,  if  he  has  any  Bufinefs  with 
them,  he  muft  come  to  them." 

Before  we  proceed  to  mention  any  farther  Particulars 
of  the  Encroachments  and  Inroads  made  by  the  French 
and  their  Indian  Allies  upon  our  American  Territories  on 

the 
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the  Ohlo%  it   may  not  be  improper  to  give  fome  Account 
of  the  new  Colony  fent  to  Nova  Scotia  in  1749. 

The  whole  Compafs  of  Nova  Scotia  was  ceded  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ;  in  Confequence  of 
which  we  garrifon'd  Annapolis  and  Canto,  the  FortrefTes 
that  were  then  in  the  Country,  and  kept  PoiTeflion  of 
them  ever  fince  ;  but  never  fent  a  regular  Colony  to  plant 
and  inhabit  it  till  the  Year  1749  :  When  it  being  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majefly,  that  the  Country  was  naturally 
fertile,  and  capable  of  very  great  Improvements  ;  and  it 
being  at  a  Time  when  a  great  Number  of  Officers  and 
Soldiers  were  at  a  Lofs  to  know  how  to  get  their  Bread, 
being  lately  difDanded  upon  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace; 
it  was  judged  proper  to  give  PermifBon  to  fuch,  and  to  as 
many  other  poor,  honeft,  and  induftrious  People  as  deiired 
jt,  to  tranfplant  themfelves  to  Nova  Scotia  at  the  Expencc 
of  the  Government.  Accordingly  Tranfports  were  pre- 
pared, on  which  three  thoufand  Families  embarked,  with 
their  Governor  Col.  Cornwallis,  and  fafely  arrived  there 
the  28th  of  June,  1749-  The  following  Letter  from 
one  of  the  Settlers,  dated  Cbebuffo  Harbour,  July  28, 
I749>  g*ves  an  Account  of  their  Paflage,  and  a  good 
Description  of  the  Country,  well  deferving  the  Reader's- 

Perufal. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  after  a  fhort  and  pleafant  PafTage 
of  between  five  and  fix  Weeks,  we  arrived  here.  I  have 
not  heard  that  any  one  Perfon  died  in  the  PafTage,  or 
fince  our  Arrival  ;  en  the  contrary,  many  that  were  fick 
at  our  Departure  from  Portsmouth,  are  perfectly  recovered. 
We  have  already  baptized  ten  or  twelve  Children  ',  and 
about  as  many  Women  are  ready  to  lie-in. 

Our  Health  and  Prefervation  have  been  in  a  great 
Meafure,  under  Almighty  God,  owing  to  the  prudent 
Meafures  taken  by  thole  who  had  the  Direction  of  this 
good  Work,  in  having  Ventulators  and  Air-pipes  in  all 
the  Ships,  and  furniihing  Rice  and  frefh  Provifions  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Sick  as  well  as  the  lying-in  Women  and 
young  Children.  Examples  which  I  hope  wiU  be  follow- 
ed in  all  future  Embarkations. 

On  our  Arrival,  we  found  the  Sphinx,  of  twenty  Guns, 
which  had  come  into  Harbour  a  few  Days  before  us, 
having  his  Excellency,  Col.  Cornwallis,. out  Governor, 
on  Board }    who    being  informed  of  the  Arrival  of  the 
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French  at  Loui/burgh,  immediately  gave  Orders  for  trans- 
porting the  Englijh  Garrifon  from  Cape  Breton  to  this 
Place  5  and  while  I  am  writing,  I  have  the  Pleafure  to 
acquaint  you,  that  the  Tranfports  .  are  now  entering  the 
Harbour,  with  two  Regiments  of  Hop/on  and  Warburton 
on  Board.  The  Afliftance,  as  well  as  Security,  that  we 
(hall  receive  from  thefe  Regiments,  will  greatly  forward 
our  Settlement ;  the  Officers  having  brought  all  their 
Furniture  with  them,  and  a  great  Number  of  Milch 
Cows,  and  other  Stock,  befides  military  Stores  and  Am^ 
munition  of  all  Sorts  There  is  alfo  a  company  of  Rangers 
arrived  from  Annapolis^  commanded  by  Capt.  Goreham> 
who  are  encamped  near  us,  and  from  whom  likewife  we 
have  received  great  Afliftance,  and  every  Thing  has  an- 
fwered  our  moft  fanguine  Wifhes  and  Expectations. 

The  Harbour  of  Chebudo  may  juftly  be  called  the 
fineft  in  the  World,  and  has  Conveniencies  and  Advan-* 
tages  for  a  Fifhery,  fuperior,  as  I  am  told,  by  Perfons  of 
Knowledge,  to  any  other  Place  they  ever  faw,  and  we 
have  great  Reafon  to  believe,  it  will  foon  become  the 
moft  flourifhing  Fifhery  in  thefe  Parts,  a  great  Number 
of  New  England  Fifhermen  having  already  fignified  their 
Intention  of  fettling  here  next  Year. 

The  Entrance  into  the  Harbour  is  from  the  South, 
with  a  large  Ifland  of  an  irregular  Form,  which  we  have 
named  Cornwallis  Ifland,  lying  on  the  North-eaft  Side  j 
between  this  Ifland  and  the  oppofite  Shore,  on  the  South- 
weft,  is  a  Channel,  wide  and  deep  enough  for  the  largefb 
Ships.  This  Ifland,  as  well  as  a  fmaller  one  up  the  Har- 
bour, which  we  named  George's  Ifland,  is  commodioufly 
fituated  for  a  Fifhery,  and  has  Conveniencies  of  all  Sorts, 
proper  for  drying  and  curing  the  Fifh.  About  two 
Miles  up  the  Harbour,  on  the  South-weft  Side,  is  a  Ri- 
ver, with  a  fmall  Harbour  at  its  Entrance,  for  the  Re- 
ception of  Shallops,  and  other  fmall  Veflels  ',  we  call  it 
Sandwich  River ;  it  is  at  the  Mouth  about  as  wide  as  the. 
Thames  at  London  Bridge,  and  as  deep,  though  Salt  Water, 
for  about  four  or  five  Miles  up,  where  it  terminates  at  the 
Fall  of  a  frelh- water  Rivulet,  which  runs  into  it  from 
the  North. 

From  the  Mouth  of  the  Sandwich  to  the  oppofite  Side 
of  the  Harbour  is  about  two  Miles,  with  good  anchoring 
Ground  for  the  largeft  Ships  in  any  Part  of  it,  and  a  fine 
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watering  Place  on  the  North-eaft  Side  ;  the  Land  on  both 
Sides  is  every  where  pretty  high,  and  exceeding  rich  and 
fertile,  but  covered  with  Wood,  as  indeed  is  the  whole 
Country  round  it. 

About  four  or  five  Miles  North  from  the  above-men- 
tioned River,  is  a  narrow  Entrance  of  half  a  Mile,  into 
a  large  Bav  of  ten  or  twelve  Miles  Circumference  ;  which 
we  named  Bedford  Bay,  and  it  has  feveral  fmall  Creeks, 
abounding  with  the  fineft  Salmon  in  the  greateft  Plenty 
I  ever  faw.  There  are  alfo  feveral  Iflands  in  it,  and  a 
great  Quantity  of  Pines,  fit  for  Mafts,  grow  on  the  Wef- 
tern  Side  of  it.  This  Bay,  with  the  Harbour,  and  Sand-' 
wicb  River,  forms  a  Peninfula,  containing  about  3000 
Acres  of  Land,  upon  which  we  are  at  prefent  fettled,  and 
are  preparing  to  found  a  Town. 

There  is  an  amazing  Quantity  of  Fifh  of  the  ben: 
Sorts  caught  in  the  Harbour  ;  and  the  Woods  abound 
with  a  Variety  of  Game,  efpecially  Partridges,  which 
pearch  upon  Trees,  and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  mot  at  as 
often  as  you  will.  I  think  they  are  better  than  thofe  we 
have  in  England.  There  are  alfo  Wood -pigeons  ;  I  have 
feen  fome  Flights  of  Ducks  and  Geek.  The  Weather  is 
fairer  and  more  ferene  than  any  I  ever  faw ;  and  our 
Evenings  are  pleafant  beyond  Description. 

The  firft  Care  of  the  Governor  was  to  pitch  upon  a 
proper  Spot  for  our  firft  Settlement  ;  and  as  the  afore- 
mentioned Peninfula  appeared  to  be  the  beft  Place,  as 
well  on  Account  of  its  commodious  Situation,  as  the 
Fertility  of  its  Soil,  which  is  a  red  Clay.  The  Wood  being 
chiefly  Oak,  Afli,  Beach,  Birch,  &c.  the  able-bodied 
Men  on  Board  each  Ship  were  employed  in  clearing 
Ground  for  a  Town  at  the  South  Point  of  the  Peninfula, 
and  at  the  Entrance  of  Sandwich  River,  which  at  firft  ap- 
peared to  be  the  beft  Spot,  being  defenfible,  and  having 
the  Advantage  of  the  River  being  navigable  a  great  Way 
up ;  but,  upon  Examination,  the  ftrongeft  Objections 
were  found  againft  "this  Place ;  a  Shoal  off  the  Point, 
which  made  it  very  convenient  for  a  Fort,  was,  however, 
apprehended  to  be  dangerous  fo  near  a  Town,  being  fo 
fhallow,  that,  at  a  Cable's  Length  from  the  Shore,  fmall 
Boats  ftrike  upon  the  Rock  ;  befides,  it  was  evident  from 
the  Beach,  that  a  prodigious  Sea  muft  come  in  at  Winter ; 
and  the  Soil  too  proved  bad,  ftony  near  the  Shore,  and 
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fwampy  behind.  Another  Spot  therefore  was  chofen  by 
the  Governor,  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  North  of  it  on 
the  Harbour  Side ;  'tis  upon  the  Slope  of  a  riling  Ground, 
that  commands  the  whole  Peninfula,  and  will  fhelter  the 
Town  from  the  North- weft  Winds.  The  Beach  is  a 
fine  Gravel,  convenient  for  fmall  Boats  ;  the  Anchorage 
is  every  where  good,  within  Gun-fhot  of  the  Town,  for 
large  Ships,  and  there  are  feveral  Rivulets  of  frefti  and 
wholefome  Water  about  it. 

We  have' already  cleared  about  twenty  Acres  of  Land, 
and  every  one  has  a  Hut  by  his  Tent.  Our  Work  goes 
on  brifkly,  and  the  Method  of  employing  the  People  in 
Ship's  Companies  has  had  a  very  good  Effecl:,  in  creating 
an  Emulation  amongft  us,  every  one  ftriving  who  (hall 
do  molt ;  and  as  the  Governor  is  preparing  to  lay  out  the 
Lots  of  Land,  we  (hall  foon  have  a  very  convenient  and 
pleafant  Town  built,  which  is  to  be  called  Hallifax^  in 
Honour  of  the  great  and  noble  Lord,  to  whom  this  Set- 
tlement owes  its  Beginning,  and  whofe  indefatigable  Zeal 
for  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  his  Country  is  well  known  ; 
fo  that  we  hope  in  Time  to  become  a  flourifliing  Colony. 

There  are  already  feveral  Wharfs  built,  and  one  Gen- 
tleman is  preparing  to  erect  a  Saw-mill.  Publick  Store- 
houfes  are  alfo  building,  and  Grains  of  various  Sorts  have 
been  fown.  We  have  received  conftant  Supplies  of  Plank 
and  Timber  for  building  our  Houfes,  alfo  frefh  Stock, 
and  Rum  in  great  Quantities,  twenty  Scooners  frequently 
coming  in  one  Day.  We  have  alfo  had  a  hundred  Beeves, 
and  fome  Sheep,  brought  down  to  us  by  Land  from  the 
French  Settlement  at  Minasy  which  is  about  30  Miles 
from  the  Bottom  of  Bedford  Bay,  and  to  which  we  pur- 
pofe  to  cut  a  Road,  the  French  Deputies,  who  came  to 
make  their  Submiflion,  having  promifed  to  fend  us  fifty 
Men  for  that  Purpofe,  and  to  aflift  us  as  far  as  they  are 
able.  We  have  likewife  received  the  like  Promife  of 
Friendfbip  and  Afliftance  from  the  Indians^  their  Chiefs 
having  been  with  our  Governor  for  that  Purpofe  :  In 
fhort,  every  Thing  is  in  a  very  profperous  Way.  But  I 
{hould  be  equally  unjuft  and  ungrateful,  was  I  to  conclude 
my  Letter  without  paying  that  Tribute,  which  is  juftly 
due  to  our  Governor,  whofe  indefatigable  Zeal  and  prudent 
Conduct,  in  the  difficult  Tafk  he  is  to  go  through  with, 
can  never  be  fufficiently  admired.     He  feems  to  have 

£  nothing, 
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nothing  in  View  but  the  Intereft.  and  Happinefs  of  all  ; 
and  his  Commands  are  mixed  with  fo  much  Humany  and 
Goodnefs,  that  it  is  impoifible  not  to  love  and  obey  him 
at  the  fame  Time." 

This  was  the  Situation  of  the  new  Colony  about  a 
Year  after  its  firft  Settlement ;  a  more  particular  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Country  here  follows. 

Nova  Scotia  is  the  moft  northerly  and  eafterly  Province 
of  the  Englijh  Range  on  the  Continent,  and  confequently 
the  neareft  to  Europe.  It  was  called  Nova  Scotia  by  Sir 
William  Alexander,  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  under 
King  James  I.  and  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Stirling* 
By  Means  of  Sir  Ferdinaudo  George,  Prefident  of  the 
New  England  or  Plymouth  Company,  he  obtained  a  Royal 
Grant  for  this  Tract  in  162 1. 

As  to  the  Climate,  it  is  not,  indeed,  fo  agreeable  as 
the  Southern  Parts  of  France,  tho'  fituate  in  the  fame  De- 
grees of  Latitude,  becaufe  it  is  fubject  to  fevere  Colds, 
and  thick  Fogs ;  but  it  will  be  much  better  and  better 
every  Day,  in  Proportion  as  the  Woods  are  cut  down, 
and  the  Country  cleared  and  improved  ;  and  when  the 
Country  to  the  North  of  it  comes  to  be  a  little  cleared 
and  inhabited,  it  may,  perhaps,  become  one  of  the  plea- 
fanteft  Spots  upon  the  Globe,  for  according  to  Charle- 
voix's Account,  there  is  not  a  Country  in  the  World  of 
its  Extent  where  we  meet  with  fewer  natural  Harbours, 
or  which  more  abundantly  produces  all  the  Conveniencies 
of  Life.  In  Confirmation  of  which  he  fays,  that,  near 
the  Harbour  of  La  Haive,  one  fingle  Grain  of  Wheat 
produced  150  pretty  Ears  of  Corn,  and  each  of  them  fo 
loaded  with  Grain,  that  they  were  forced  to  inclofe  all 
the  Ears  in  a  Ring  of  Iron,  and  fupport  them  by  a  Poles 
and  that  near  the  fame  Place  there  was  a  Field  of  Wheat, 
where  every  Grain  of  the  Seed,  even  thofe  that  produced 
leaft,  put  forth  eight  Stalks,  every  one  of  which  had  an 
Ear  of  at  leaft  half  a  Foot  long. 

The  River  of  St.  John,  ten  Leagues  diftant  from  the 
Gut  of  Annapolis,  a  very  ufeful  River,  of  long  Courfe, 
and  has  a  confiderable  Tribe  of  the  Anaqui  Indians  fet- 
tled upon  it ;  but  they  are  at  prefent,  from  the  Neglect 
of  the  Nova  Scotia  Government,  in  the  Intereft  of  the 
Canadan  French.  There  are  prodigious  Falls  of  Tide  in 
this  River,  near  its  Mouth,  of  not  lefs  than  30  Fathoms  j 

not 
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not  properly  CataracTs,  occafioned  by  a  Courfe  cf  Rocks, 
but  the  Effect  of  a  great  Head  of  Water  above,  the  Chan- 
nel being  pent  up  between  two  Mountains.  By  this 
River,  and  the  Help  of  fome  Land  Carriage,  there  is  a 
Communication  with  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
acrofs  that,  with  Quebec  the  Metropolis  of » Canada. 

More  northerly,  is  Cape  Dore,  or  Gilt  Cape,  about 
30  Leagues  from  Annapolis.  Here  is  plenty  of  Mineral 
Coal  for  Firing,  which  muft  be  reckoned  a  very  great 
natural  Advantage.  Some  Years  ago  a  Company  was 
fet  on  Foot  in  New  England,  to  work  the  Mines :  But 
tho'  that  Project  was  foon  dropped  with  Lofs,  a  better 
Ufe  will,  doubtlefs,  be  made  of  this  Treafure,  when 
Nova  Scotia  itfelf  comes  to  be  inhabited.  About  the 
fame  Cape  are  fome  (lender  Veins  of  Copper  Ore,  fome 
thin  Laminae  of  Virgin  Copper,  and  a  Gold  Sulphur 
Marcaiite. 

Upon  the  eafterly  Shore,  or  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence., 
after  we  have  parTed  the  Point,  is  the  Gut  of  Canfo,  it  is 
a  fhort  and  fafe  PafTage  from  the  Britijh  Settlements  to 
Canada  River,  and  to  all   the  other  Parts  of  Nova  Scotia 
upon  this  Gulph.     This  Gulph  is  fix  Leagues  long,  and 
only  one  League   broad  ;  the  Navigation  of  it  is  very 
good,  as  appears  from  the  Journal  of  Captain  Gayton, 
who  paiTed  it  in  1746,  on  a  Cruife  to  Gre  enBay. 
^Twenty-five  Leagues  beyond  the  Gut,  is  Tatamagana- 
hon,  a  confiderable  Diftrict  or   Settlement  for  the  Nova 
Scotians,  and  a  good  Road  for  Veflels.     Green  Bay,  or 
BayVerie,  lies  14  Leagues  further,  and  is  (hallow  Water. 
This  is   the  Landing-place  from  Canada,  where  Distur- 
bances from  the  French  is  chiefly  to  be  apprehended,  and 
ought  peculiarly  to  be  guarded  againft  in  the  Settlement 
of  Nova  Scotia.     There  are  four   Miles  Land  Carriage 
from  this  Bay  to  Chignefto  River,  which  runs  by  a  French 
Town  of  the  fame  Name  into  the  oppofite  Bay,  dividing 
the  IJihrnus  in  the  narrowed  Part.     It  is  proper  here  to 
take  Notice,  that  on  the  Side  of  Chigneclo  Bay,  the  Tide 
flows  eleven  Fathoms  :  But  on   the  Gulph  of  St.  Law- 
rence or  Green  Bay  Side,  the  Swell  is  not  above  four  or 
five  Feet. 

Farther  upwards,  before  we  reach  IJle  Bonaventure,  and 
IJle  Peace,  where  the  French,  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
have  a  Right  to  cure  and  dry  Codfifh,  we  come  to  Mi- 
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rachl  Port,  at  the  Mouth  of  a  long  River  of  the   fame 
Name,   where  I  do  not  find  any  Settlement.     There  are 
fome  other  fmall  Bays,   betwixt  this  and  that  of  Chaleurs 
(fo  called  by  the  French)  which  runs   a  great  Way  into 
the  Land,  and   has  a  fmall   Ifland   at   the   Bottom  of  it, 
beiide  feveral  others  near  the  Entrance.     Then  proceed- 
ing towards  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  below  the  South  En- 
trance of  that  River,  lies  the  Bay  of  Gafpee,  which  is  a 
deep   and   good  Harbour*     Here  the  French,  contrary  to 
Treaty,  have  continued  to  carry  on   their  Filhery,  and 
pretend  to  aiTume  to  themfelves  a  Right  ever  the  Coun- 
try behind  it,  which  they  diftinguilhed  in   their  modern 
Maps  by  the   Name  of  Gafpefee.      This  Name  indeed 
they  do  fometimes  extend  fo  far,  as  to  takeoff  thegreateft 
Part  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  leave  us   little,   if  any   Thing, 
more  under   the  Title  of  Acadia,    than    the  Peninfula. 
Such  a  Paper-encroachment,  if  not  well  attended  to,  may 
in  Time  be  conftrued  into  a  Sort  of  Claim   by  Prefcrip- 
tion.     But  as  this  Province   is   now  thought  worthy  the 
Regard  of  the  Administration,   it  is  to  be  hoped  the  true 
and  ancient  Limits  of  it  will  be  properly  aiTerted  :    For 
tho'  we  may  not  fuddenly  fettle  more  of  it  than  the  Pen- 
infula,  yet  an  Indulgence  to  our  Rivals,   in  the  other 
Parts,    will   be  a  great  Check  to  the  Induftry  of  our 
Colonies. 

Nova  Scotia  is  at  prefent  divided   into  ten    or  twelve 
Diftricls,  each  DiftricT:  annually  chufes    one   Deputy,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Commander  and  Council  at  Annapolis. 
He  is  a  fort  of  Agent  for  his   Countrymen,  the   French, 
in  that  Diftricl:,  and  reports  the  State  of  it  from  Time  to 
Time  ;  but  in  what  Manner,  we  need  not  be  at  a  Lofs 
to  determine.     There  is,  in  Fa£t,  no  civ'1  Power,  either 
legiflative  or  executive.     The   French  MiiTionaries,  who 
are  not  only  fent  by  the  Bifhop  of  Quebec,   but  abfolutely 
under  his  Directions  in  their  feveral  Dirrri&s  and  Villages, 
a£t.  as  fole  Magilirates   or  Juftices  of  the  Peace :  But  all 
Complaints  may,  if  the  Parties  think  proper,  be  brought 
before  the  Commander  in   Chief  and  Council  of  Annapo- 
lis ',  a  Liberty,   which,    if  we  confider  the   State  of  this 
People,  their  Prejudices  to  the  Engli/h,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain,  is  not  often  made  ufe  of.     But   the  numerous  Set- 
tlements  at  Hallifax,  which  may  foon   be    reputed   the 
Metropolis  of  Nova  Scotiay  and   the   continual  Acceffion 

of 


FRENCH    POLICY.  37 

of   Planters  and   Cultivation  of   Lands,    will   naturally 
produce  a  more  regular  Syftem  of  Government. 

But  we  muft  leave  this  Colony  at  prefent  induflrioufly 
purfuing  their  Scheme,  planning  out  their  Grounds,  and 
erecting  Towns  and  Habitations,  in  Hopes  of  a  full, 
quiet,  and  undifturbed  Poffeflion  for  many  Years  to  come; 
but  we  fhall  foon  have  Occafion  to  {hew,  how  greatly 
they  were  deceived  in  their  Expectations.  In  the  meaa 
while,  let  us  again  vifit  the  Parts  where  we  left  the  French 
and  their  Indians  attempting  to  kill  and  deftroy  the  Friends 
and  Allies  of  the  Englijh. 

By  a  Letter  received  at  TViUiamfburg  in  Virginia  *  from 
a  Gentleman  in  the  back  Part  of  the  Country,  Ocl.  20, 
1752,  it  was  advis'd,  That  feveral  of  the  Indian  Traders 
were  come  in,  and  confirmed   the  Account  they  had  be- 
fore received  of  the  Indian  Wars,    with   fome  additional 
Circumstances  of  Horror.     A   Party   of    French  Indians 
calPd  Tawazvs,  aflifted  by  fome  French,  laid  Siege  to  the 
T^wightwee  Town,   when  moll  of  the  fighting  Men  were 
out  hunting,  and  fcarce  any  left  but  the  Women,    old 
Men,  and  a  few  Traders  ;    notwithstanding  which  the 
Town  made  a  brave  Refiftance,    and   killed   36  of  the 
French  and   Tawaws,    but  were  at  laft   overpowered   by 
Numbers,  and  all,  who  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  fall  in- 
to the  Enemy's  Hands,    put  to  Death   in  a  moil  cruel 
manner.      Among    the    reft  was  an  old   Chief  of   the 
I'wightwees,  who,  from  his  great  Friendfhip  to  the  Englijh, 
was  ufed  to  be  called  the  Old  Briton.     Him,  and  one  of 
the  Shannoal  Kings,   they  eat.     They  ripped  up  fome  of 
the  white  Mens  Bellies,  and  eat  their  Hearts  and  Livers, 
with  many  other  {hocking  Ac~ts  of  Barbarity.     Thefe  fix 
Nations  are  fo  exafperated  with  this  inhuman  Treatment 
of  their  Allies,  that  they  and  all  the  Ohio  Indians  have 
declared  War  againft  the  French,  and  laid  themfelves  un- 
der a  folemn  Oath,    to  eat  every  Frenchman  they  can  lay 
their  Hands  on,    and   not  to  leave  Man,    Woman,  or 
Child  of  the  Tawaw  Nation  alive.    The  Twightwees  have 
fent  to  the  Weftward  to  afTemble  their  numerous  Tribes. 
Tomahawks  and  black  Wampum  are  continually  paffing 
from  one  Town   to  another,  and  nothing   but  Revenge 
and  Blood  is  to  be  heard  of  among  the  Indians. 

The  Governor  of  Philadelphia^    having  reprefented  to 
the  Affembly,  that  the  French  Indians,  raifed  by  the  Go- 
vernor 
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vernor  of  Canada,  were  marching  to  attack  the  Indians 
of  the  fix  Nations  en  the  River  Ohio,  on  the  Borders  of 
that  Province  and  Virginia,  they  (the  AfTembly)  on  the 
30th  of  May,  1752,  voted  600/.  to  be  laid  out  for  the 
Support  of  the  faid  Indians  in  Alliance  with  the  Englijh ; 
and  at  the  fame  Time  voted  300  /.  as  a  Prefent  of  Con- 
dolance  to  the  Twightwee  Indians,  who  fuffer'd  by  the 
French  in  Manner  above-mentioned. 

Nov.  24,  1752,  the  Great  and  General  Cou?t  of  Af- 
fembly met  at  Bojlon,  when  Lieutenant  Governor  Pbips, 
in  a  Speech  to  them,  among  other  Things,    faid,    ■  You 

*  will  find  by  the  Journal  of  the  Commimoners  I  fent  to 

*  treat  with  the  Eaftern  Nations,  that  we  have  fucceeded 

*  as  well  as  we  could  expeel,  and  I  hope  the  Conference 

*  will  have  a  good  Tendency  to  prevent  any  further  Mo- 

*  leftation  to  our  Frontiers.     You  are  fenfible  how  great 

*  an  Influence  the  trench  have  over  thofe  Indians ;  and 
f  to  that  muft  be  imputed  the  Refufal  of  the  St.  Fran- 
«  cois  Tribes,  as  we  commonly  diftinguifh  them,  to  ap- 

*  pear  with  the  Ponobfcots,  and  fuch  of  the  Norridgewock 

*  as  joined  with  them.' 

About  the  fame  Time,  Mr.  Alexander  M-Gcntry,  an 
Indian  Trader  from  Albany,  arrived  at  New  York,  and  in- 
formed, that  he,  in  Company  with  feveral  others,  were 
taken  on  the  South  Side  of  Algeny  River  by  upwards  of 
100  French  Indians  ;  that  two  Days  after  one  James 
Lawry  made  his  Efcape,  and  fince  perifh'd  in  the  Woods, 
the  reft  after  a  long  March,  arrived  at  Montreal.  They 
often  folicited  the  French  to  be  releafed  from  the  Indians  ; 
who  told  them,  they  were  not  their  Prifoners,  but  the 
Indians,  and  that  they  had  no  Orders  from  them  to  mo- 
left  any  Englijhman,  tho'  the  Indians  affirmed  the  con- 
trary. Mr.  M'-Gentry  got  his  Freedom  for  a  valuable 
Ranfom,  and  left  at  Montreal  two  of  his  Companions, 
who  were  to  be  fent  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  be  tranfported 
to  Old  France. 

There  were  many  of  the  Indians,  however,  honeft 
enough  to  defpife  the  Bribes  offered  them  by  the  French 
to  break  their  Engagements  with  the  Englijh,  particu- 
larly the  Fantees ;  as  appears  from  the  following  Copy  of 
a  Treaty  concluded  at  Cape  Coajl  Cajlle  between  England 
and  the  Fantee  Nation,  on  the  6th  of  February,   1753. 

We 
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We  the  Braffoe  and  Curranteers,  the  Priefts  and  Peo- 
ple of  Fantee  do  declare,  that  our  Fathers,  under  the  Con- 
duel:  of  their  BrafFoe  Imorah,  were  brought  by  the  Englijh 
from  the  Country  now  Arcania,  and  by  them  furnimed 
with  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Money,  not  only  to  take 
Pofleflion  of  this  Land  inhabited  by  us,  but  likewife  to 
conquer  all  thofe  States  around  us  at  prefent  fubject  to  our 
Dominion. 

And  whereas  we  are  certainly  informed  that  within 
thefe  ten  Years  part,  feveral  Subjects  of  the  French  King 
have  been  endeavouring  by  Bribes  of  various  Kinds,  not 
only  to  diflblve  that  clofe  Connection  between  the  Englijh 
and  Fantee  Nation,  which  we  look  upon  as  our  greateft 
Security,  but  likewife  to  procure  to  themfelves  fome  of 
the  Ground  which  was  conquered  at  the  Englijh  Expence; 
which,  beftdes  the  natural  Injuftice  of  the  Thing,  can 
have  no  other  Tendency,  than  to  introduce  jarring  Inte- 
refts  and  Divifions  among  us,  and  thereby  deliver  us  up 
as  an  eafy  Prey  to  our  Enemies. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  and  to  recognize,  the  Rights  of 
the  EngliJhNa.tion  in  the  molt  folemn  and  authentic  Man- 
ner, and  to  cut  off  all  Claims  and  Pretenfions  of  any 
other  Nation  whatfoever ;  we  the  whole  People  of  Fanteey 
did,  on  the  26th  of  Oclober  laft,  afTemble  at  Munnin,  and 
then  unanimoufly  patted  the  following  Law  to  be  Confti- 
tutional  3  and  publickly,  according  to  the  wonted  Form 
of  our  Anceftors,  denounce  a  Curfe  upon  ourfelves,  or 
any  of  our  Pofterity*  who  fhall  attempt,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  break  thro'  it. 

'  Be  it  known  to  all  the  People  of  Fantee,  and  to  all  un- 
'  der  their  Obedience,  that  we  the  BrafFoe  and  Curran- 

*  teers,  the  Priefts  and   People  of  Fantee,  do  enact  and 

*  ordain,  That  no  Subject  of  the  French  King  fhall  ever 
4  be  permitted   to  fettle  any  where,  either   by   building 

*  Forts,  or  otherwife,  between  ^ueen  Anne's  Point  and 

*  Jame's  Fort,  Aura  :  And  that  whoever  attempts  to  har- 
c  bour  them  in  his  Houfe  (hall,  on  the  Proof  of  the  Fact, 
4  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Treafon  againft  his  Country,  and 

*  puniftied  accordingly.' 

And  as  a  farther  Proof  of  the  Reality  of  our  Inten- 
tions, and  to  fecure,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  Englijh  In- 
tereft  in  this  Country,  and  to  engage  them,  by  our  can- 
did Behaviour,  to  continue  to  us  that  Protection  which 

by 
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by  long  Experience  we  have  found  fo  benificial,  we  the 
aforefaid  Bjirarrbe  and  Curranteers,  the  Priefts  and  People 
of  Fantee,  have  judged  it  proper  and  neceffary,  to  fend 
the  following  Perfons,  Imorah  the  Son  of  Adnafer,  &c. 
&c.  Duly  and  fully  authorized,  to  Cape  Ccaft  Caftle* 
and  there,  in  Prefence  of  the  Prefident  and  Council,  to 
fwear  Allegiance  and  Fealty  to  the  Englljh  Nation,  and 
to  deliver  the  following  Hoftages,  viz.  Cudjae  Annoomd* 
Sifter's  Son  to  the  Braffoe  of  Fantee,  from  the  faid  Braf- 
foe  and  Curranteers  ;  likewife  ^uabino  Sahi,  ^uacoo  and 
Coffee  into  their  Hands,  to  remain  a?  Pledges  of  dur  punc- 
tual Obfervance  of  the  above  Law. 

We  the  aforefaid  Perfons,  Deputies  from  the  Braffoe" 
and  Curranteers,  the  Priefts  and  People  of  Fantee,  being 
duly  and  fully  authorized,  having,  according  to  the  CuS 
torn  of  our  Country,  and  the  Form  prefcribed  by  our 
Religion,  as  likewife  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Englijh  and  the  Form  prefcribed  by  their  Religion,  fworn 
to  the  due  Performance  of  the  aforefaid  Law*  and  have 
in  Confequence  fet  out  Marks  to  two  Originals  of  this 
Recognition,  being  firft  read  and  interpreted  to  us,  in 
the  Prefence  of  the  faid  Prefident  and  Council,  on  the 
6th  of  February,  1753,  according  to  the  white  Mens 
Manner  of   Computation  in  Europe. 

The  above  Recognition  was  executed  at  Cape  Coaji 
Cajlle,  by  the  Parties  therein  mentioned^  the  Day  and 
Year  above  written. 

John  Cockburn,  Captain  of  of  his  Majefry's  Ship  the 
Glory.  Thomas  Melvin,  Governor.  Jojeph  Har- 
mer,  Accomptant.  Mathew  Machaell,  Surgeon. 
Chrift.  Whittels,  Secretary.  John  Williams,  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Glory.     William  Lille,   Surgeon. 

Let  our  mojl  Chriflian  Neighbours  read  this,  and  blujhy 
if  they  can,  when  they  fee  thefe  poor  unchriftian  Heathen 
jifricans  fo  punctual  to  their  Engagements,  fo  grateful  in 
remembering  the  good  Offices  formerly  done  them,  and  fo 
anxious  to  remove  the  leaft  Ground  of  Sufpicion,  of  their 
falling  off  to  the  Enemies  of  the  Englijh  their  Allies. 

About  the  fame  Time,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Creeks  and  Che" 
rokee  Indians,  were  at  South  Carolina,  and  confirmed 
in  the  Governor's  Prefence,  the  Peace  lately  made  be- 
tween them,  and  gave  the  ftrongeft  Affurances  to  obferve 

it 
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it.  Thefe  two  Nations  have  been  frequently  fet  at  Va- 
riance by  the  Artifices  of  the  French,  and  much  weakened 
thereby  ;  but  they  {till  make  up  a  Number  of  between 
5  and  6000  Gun-men. 

Another  Inftance  of  the  Malice  wherewith  the  French 
have  infpired  their  Indians  againft  the  Englljh,  appears  by 
a  Letter  dated  at  Bo/ion,  May  28,  that  a  Vefiel  from  Pro* 
v'idence  in  New  England  bound  for  Loulfburgh,  was  lately 
caft  away  on  the  Cape  Sable  Shore ;  the  Men  were  faved 
and  taken  up  by  Captain  Peunetter,  in  a  Schooner  belong-  ' 
ing  to  Annapolis  Royal,  who  put  into  St.  Peter  on  Cape 
Breton  ;  but  while  he  was  there  he  was  boarded  by  a 
Number  of  Indians,  who  killed  the  Captain  and  all  the 
People  except  the  Pilot,  who  was  a  Frenchman,  after- 
wards carried  the  Scalps  in  Triumph  to  Louiflurgh. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  French  changed  their  Notes, 
and  gave  the  Governor  to  underftand,  how  little  Confidence 
he  ought  to  put  in  their  pretended  Friendfhip ;  as  appears 
from  the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman 
in  Nova  Scotia  to  a  Merchant  in  London. 

"  When  the  Fleet  arrived  here  laft  Summer,  it  was 
reported  that  the  French  Governor  of  Canada  had  pofted 
a  Detachment,  confifting  of  60  regular  Troops,  on  St, 
Johns  River,  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy> 
and  in  the  Heart  of  this  Province.  This  was  the  more: 
eafily  credited,  as  the  Ramparts  of  an  old  Fort  there, 
with  a  very  little  Expence,  might  have  been  repaired  into 
a  defenfible  Fort.  Upon  a  feeming  Confirmation  of  this 
Report,  Captain  Rous,  in  the  Albany  Sloop  of  War, 
was  fent  thither  to  know  the  Truth  of  it ;  and  with 
Orders,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  difpofTefs  them.  On  his  Re- 
turn we  found  that  the  French  had  attempted  nothing 
near  the  Mouth  of  the  River  j  but  that  they  were  about 
to  fecure  themfelves  at  fome  confiderable  Diflance  from 
it,  at  a  Place  which  the  French  Governor  claimed  as  a 
Southern  Boundary  of  Canada  or  Nezv  France.  This^ 
being  in  a  Country  inhabited  by  Indians,  and  the  Navi- 
gation of  the  River  being  unknown  to  molt  of  the 
Englljh,  nothing  further  could  then  be  done. 

In  September  or  October  following,  Monf.  Le  Come,  an 
experienced  French  Officer,  at  the  Head  of  70  regular 
Troops,  and  a  Party  of  Canada  Irregulars,  was  fent  to 
take  Poft  at  the  Ifthmus  of  Chlgnetfo,  being   about.  40 
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Leagues  Eaftward  of  that  River,  and  the  Extent  of  a 
Line  they  claim,  from  the  Lake  Champlain  to  the  Weft- 
ward  on  the  Back  of  New  England  to  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence.  To  this  Place  the  Indians  reforted  to  the  Num- 
ber of  300  ;  who  having  here  their  head  Quarters,  made 
feveral  Incurhons  upon  the  Pemnfula  fince,  but  have  iel- 
dom  done  any  Mifchief. 

As  the  -Nova  Scotia  French  in  that  Part  of  the  Province 
are  the  mod  difaftecied  of  any,  and  hav£  always  behaved 
with  Contempt  to  the  Britijh  Government,  tho'  poflefled 
of  a- very  fine  Country,  Governor  Cornwallis,  who  had 
indulged  them  with  a  long  Term  of  Deliberation  in  re- 
gard to  the  taking  the  Oaths  to  his  Majefty,  to  no  Pur- 
pofe,  fent  a  ftrong  Party,  confifting  of  near  500  Troops 
and  Rangers  (to  take  Poireflion  of  Cbignefio,  and  to  break 
up  the  Rendezvous  of  the  French  Indians)  commanded  by 
Major  Lawrence  of  IVarburtoris  Regiment. 

The  Albany  Sloop,  and  feveral  Sloops  and  Schooners, 
were  fent  round  to  Minas^  where  the  Forces  embarked 
the  20th  of  Aprils  and  arriving  fafe,  landed  at  Chigneclo 
the- 23d.  On  their  Approach  to  the.  Town,  which  con- 
fided of  about  140  Houfes,  and  two  Churches,  the 
Indians.)  probably  induced  by  the  French  Commandant, 
reduced  the  whole  to  Ames  in  a  few  Hours,  and  the  In- 
habitants, crofting  the  River,  threw  themfelves  under  his 
Protection,  on  what  they  call  the  French  Side  of  the 
Line.  The  Reafon  afligned  for  burning  the  Town  is, 
that  it  flood  on  Ground  they  pleafed  at  prefent  to  call 
Englijh. 

As  many  of  the  Inhabitants  had  taken  Arms,  making 
their  united  Force  confiit,  as  they  fay,  of  near  1500 
armed  Men,  the  Major  fent  a  Flag  of  Truce  (they  hav- 
ing hoifted  a  French  Flag)  to  know  the  Reafon  or  their 
acting  in  this  hoftile  Manner,  and  afterwards  had  an  In- 
terview with  M.  Le  Come;  upon  which  our  Forces  re* 
imbarked,  and  are  fafely  returned  to  Minas. 

What  paiied  at  this  Interview  is  not  made  publick,  but 
it  is  probable  the  Enemy  were  too  well  fecured,  and  had 
too  great  a  Superiority,  to  make  an  Attempt  practicable, 

We  left  the  new  Colonifts  in  Nova  Scotia  very  bufy  in 
planting,  building  and  laying  out  their  Works  for  mak- 
ing a  commodious  Settlement.  We  likewife  took  No- 
tice5  that  the  French  Indians  behaved  to  them  in  a  very 

friendly 
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friendly  Manner.  But  this  good  Correfpondent  did  not 
continue  long  ;  for  the  French  foon  grew  jealous  of  the 
flouriining  State  of  the  Colony  ;  and  fearing  it  would  in 
Time  grow  too  ftrong  for  them,  and  fo  obftrucl:  their 
ambitious  Projects  that  they  were  then  carrying  on  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  were  fo  far  from  affifting  the  Englifh 
in  Provifions  or  NeceiTaries  for  their  Works,  that  they 
took  every  Occafion  to  moleft,  difturb,  and  interrupt 
them,  and  ftirred  up  their  Indians  to  commit  all  Manner 
of  Outrages  upon  them.  Thefe  Proceedings  made  Go- 
vernor Cornwallis  very  uneafy ;  however,  the  Town  of 
Hallifax  was  built  under  his  Infpe&ion,  Plantations  were 
laid  out,  Lands  cultivated,  and  the  Settlement  put  into 
as  thriving  a  Situation  as  poflible  under  his  Management. 
He  then  took  his  Leave,  and  returned  to  England  ;  and 
Peregrine  Ihomas  Hop/on,  Efq;  was  appointed  Captain  Ge- 
neral, and  Governor  in  Chief  in  his  Room. 

It  fhould  have  been  before  obferved,  that  Governor 
Cornwallis  had  entered  into  Treaties,  and  concluded  a 
Peace  with  fome  of  the  Indian  Tribes,  tho'  the  Articles 
were  but  ill  obferveid  on  their  Side.  However,  Governor 
Jrlcpfon  did  all  he  could  to  cultivate  an  amicable  Corre- 
fpondence  between  them,  and  at  laft  prevailed  with  them 
to  fign  and  conclude  a  Peace  on  the  following  Articles. 

I.  It  is  agreed,  That  Articles  of  Submiffion  and  Agree- 
ment, made  at  Bojlon  in  New  England,  by  the  Delegates 
of  Ponobfcot  and  Norridgevjock,  and  St.  John's  Indians, 
in  the  Year  1725,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  all  the  Nova 
Scotia  Tribes,  at  Annapolis  Royal,  in  the  Month  of  June^ 
IJ26,  and  lately  renewed  by  the  Governor  Cornwallis  at 
Hallifax,  and  ratified  at  St.  "John's  River,  now  read  over, 
explained,  and  interpreted,  lhall  be,  and  are  hereby,  from 
this  Time  forward,  renewed,  reiterated,  and  for  ever 
confirmed,  by  them  and  their  Tribes ;  and  the  faid  /«- 
dians  for  themfelves,  and  their  Tribe  (of  Mickmack,  in- 
habiting the  Eaftern  Coaff.  of  the  faid  Province)  and 
their  Heirs  aforefaid,  do  make  and  renew  the  fame  folemn 
Submiflions  and  Promifes,  for  the  ftricf  Obfervance  of 
all  the  Articles  therein  contained,  as  at  any  Time  here- 
tofore hath  been  done. 

II.  That  all  Tranfacfions  during  the  late  War,  fhall 
on  both  Sides,  be  buried  in  Oblivion,  with  the  Hatchet, 
and  that  the  faid  Indians  (hall  have  all  Favour,,  Friend- 
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fhip  arid  Protection  fhewn  them  from  this  his   MajehVs 
Government. 

III.  That  the  fa  id  Tribe  {ball  ufe  their  utmofi:  En- 
deavours, with  the  other  Indians  to  renew  and  ratify  this 
Peace,  and  fhall  diicover  and  make  known  any  Attempts 
or  Defigns  of  any  other  Indians,  or  any  Enemy  what- 
ever, againft  his  MajeftVs  Subjects  within  this  Province 
fa  foon  as  they  {hall  know  thereof;  and  {hall  alfo  hinder 
and  obflrudt  the  fame  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  :  And 
on  the  other  Hand,  if  any  of  the  Indians  refufing  to  ra- 
tify this  Peace,  {hall  make  War,  they  {hall,  upon  Ap- 
plication, have  fuch  an  Aid  and  Amftance  from  the  Go- 
vernment, for  their  Defence,  as  the  Cafe  may  require. 

IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the  faid  Tribe  of  Indians  mall 
not  be  hindered  from,  but  have  free  Liberty  of  Hunting;; 
and  Fifhing  as  ufual :  And  if  they  think  a  Truck-Houfe 
needful  at  the  River  Cbibenaccadie,  or  any  other  Place  of 
their  Refort,  they  mall  have  the  fame  built,  and  proper 
Merchandize  lodged  therein,  to  be  exchanged  for  what 
the  Indians  mall  have  to  difpofe  of  ;  and  in  the  mean 
Time  the  faid  Indians  mail  have  free  Liberty  to  bring  for 
Sale  to  Hallifax,  or  any  ether  Settlement  within  this  Pro- 
vince, Skins,  Feathers,  Fifh,  Fowl,  or  any  other  Thing 
they  {hall  have  to  fell,  where  they  mall  have  Liberty  to 
difpofe  thereof  to  the  beft  Advantage. 

V.  That  a  Quantity  of  Bread,  Flour,  and  fuch  other 
Prcvifionsas  can  be  procured,  neceilary  for  their  Families, 
and  proportionable  to  tht  Number  of  the  faid  Indians, 
{hall  be  given  them  half-yearly  for  the  Time  to  come, 
and  the  fame  Regard  mall  be  had  to  the  other  Tribes  that 
fhall  hereafter  agree  to  renew  and  ratify  the  Peace  upon 
the  Terms  and  Conditions  now  ftipuiated. 

VI.  That  to  cherifh  a  good  Harmony  and  mutual 
Correfpondence  between  the  faid  ludians  and  this  Go- 
vernment, his  Excellence  Perigrine  Thomas  Hcpjon,  Efqj 
Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief,  in  and  over 
his  Majefty's  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadie,  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  fame,  and  Colonel  of  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Regiments  of  Foot,  hereby  promifes  on  thej  Part 
of  his  Majefty,  the  faid  Indians  fhall  upon  the  firft  Day 
of  Ofioher,  yearly,  fo  long  as  they  mail  continue  in  Friend- 
fhip,  receive  Prefents  of  Blankets,  Tobacco,  fome  Pow- 
der and  Shot  >  the  faid  Indians  promife  Qv^ry  Year,  upon 

the 
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the  faid  firft  of  Oftobor,  to  come  by  themfelves,  or  Dele- 
gates, and  receive  the  faid  Prefents,  and  renew  their 
Friendfhip  and  Submiilion. 

VII.  That  the  Indians  {hall  life  their  beft  Endeavours 
to  fave  the  Lives  and  Goods  of  any  People  fhipwrecked 
on  the  Coaft,  where  they  refort,  and  (hall  conduct  the 
People  faved  to  Hallifax,  with  their  Goods,  and  a  Reward 
adequate  to  the  Salvage  (hall  be  given  them. 

VIII.  That  all  Difputes  whatfoever  that  may  happen 
to  arife  between  the  Indians  now  at  Peace,  and  other  his 
Majefty's  Subjects  in  this  Province,  fhall  be  tried  in 
his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Civil  Judicature,  where  the  In- 
dians  fhall  have  the  fame  Benefits. 

In  Faith  and  Teftimony  whereof  tjie  great  Seal  of 
the  faid  Province  is  hereunto  appended,  and  the  Parties 
to  thefe  Prefents  have  interchangeably,  fet  their  Hands,  in 
the  Council  Chamber  at  Hallifax,  this  22d  Day  of  No- 
vember 1752,  in  the  twenty-iixth  Year  of  his  Majefty's 
Reign. 

This  Peace,  thus  folemnly  ratified  and   confirmed,  be- 
ing made  known,  fo  exafperated  the  French,  that  they 
fpirited  up  their  Indians  againft  thofe   that  had  made  the 
Peace;  as  appears  by  an  Exprefs  fent  by  Governor  Hop- 
fon   to   England^  with   the  following   Advices;  that  the 
French  at  Lov.ifburgh  had   fent  down  a  Party  of  their  In- 
dians,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the   Colony,  and    to  fall  upon 
the  friendly  hidians  that  have  lately  made  Peace  with  us. 
In  their  Way  towards  Hallifax,  they  met  with  a  Schooner, 
which  had.  put  into  one    of  the  Iflands  near  Canfo,  and 
the  Men  going  alhore,  were  furrounded  by  the  French 
Indians,  and  taken.     Two  of  the  four  Men  they  put  to 
Death,  and  fcalped  them  ;  the  other  two    they  carried 
over  to  the  Continent,  and  promifed  to  fave  their  Lives 
if  they  would   behave  well.     Two  or  three  Days  after^ 
wards,  a    Party  of  the   Indians  went   to    Louifburgh,  in 
order  to  fhew  what  they  had  done,  and  left  the  two  Men 
with   four   Indians,  and   one    India   Woman   and  Child. 
The  four   Indians  going  on  Board   the   Schooner   feveral 
Times,  put  a  Thought  into  .he  Heads   of  the  two  Pri- 
foners,  how  to   make  their  Efcape,.  which   they   effected 
as  follows:   Whilft  the  Indians  were  plundering  the  Vei- 
fel,  they  killed  the  Indian  Woman  and  Child  ;  by  which 
Means  they  get  at  fome  Fire-arms,  and  when  the  Indians 

were 
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were  coming  afhore,  they  lay  in  wait  for  them,  and  juft 
as  they  were  landing,  fired,  killed  one,  and  wounded 
another  ;  then  ran  into  the  Water,  and  with  the  But-end 
of  their  Mufkets,  killed  the  remaining  two,  and  fcalped 
them  all.  The  Schooner  being  half  full  of  Water,  they 
could  not  get  her  off;  upon  which  they  got  into  the /«- 
dian  Canoe,  and  came  thirty  Leagues  by  Sea  to  Hallifax. 
From  hence  we  may  fee  what  we  are  to  hope  from  our 
Back-Friends  the  French. 

In  another  Letter  from  Hallifax,  dated  July  3,  the 
Writer  fays,  "  Some  Time  ago  Governor  Hopjon  fent 
out  a  fmall  Sloop  to  a  Place  called  Sedore,  in  order  to 
'  bring  up  the  Indians  with  their  Squaws  according  to  Trea- 
ty ;  but  thefe  inhuman  Wretches  barbaroufly  murdered 
Mr.  Cleveland,  Part-owner  of  the  Sloop,  and  five  others, 
and  afterwards  fcalped  them  :  Mr.  Cajlile  (the  Interpreter) 
who  declared  himfelf  a  Frenchman,  being  the  only  Perfon 
of  the  whole  Crew  they  faved  alive,  who  arrived  here 
Jaft  Night  from  Cape  Breton,  and  acquaints  us  with 
this  terrible  Difafter.  The  Indians  burnt  the  Sloop,  and 
the  Articles  of  Peace  before  Mr.  Cajlile 's  Face,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  inform  his  Governor  of  the  whole  Affair 
upon  his  Arrival  at  Hallifax.  Major  John  Baptifl  Cope 
was  their  Chief,  with  whom  I  have  often  converied,  and 
always  found  him  firmly  attached  to  the  Englifo  Intereft. 
All  this  is  owing  (adds  the  Writer)  to  the  Perfidioufneis 
of  our  Neighbours  the  French,  whofe  Priefts  teli  the 
Indians,  that  our  Saviour  was  born  in  France,  and  cruci- 
fied in  England ;  and  that  the  Englijh  are  all  Hereticks, 
and  it  is  doing  God  good  Service  to  kill  them.  The  French, 
both  of  Louijlurgh  and  Canada,  take  all  imaginable  Pains 
to  diftrefs  us,  becaufe  they  know  the  great  Confequencc 
the  Settling  this   Colony  will  be  to  them   in   Cafe  of  a 

War." 

Some  Time  after  this,  fome  Indians  came  to  a  Houfe 
near  Dartmouth,  the  People,  except  one  young  Man, 
beino-  abfent,  whom  they  feized,  and  then  fet  Fire  to 
the  Houfe,  and  burnt  it  to  the  Ground,  and  afterwards 
carried  off  their  Prifoner,  'ho,  being  left  to  the  Care 
of  an  Indian  while  the  others  were  afieep,  found  Means 
to  efcape,  and  got  fafe  back  to  Dartmouth. 

The  French  feemed  determined  to  carry  their  ambi- 
tious Schemes  into  Execution,  but  perceiving,  that  by  all 

the 
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the  Aififtance  the  Indians  could  afford  them,  they  were 
not  a  Match  for  the  Power  of  the  Englijl)  in  America^ 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  for  Recruits  from  France. 
Accordingly  eight  thoufand  Troops  with  their  Wives  and 
Children  were  fent  from  France  to  America  in  1752, 
viz.  2500  for  Canada ,  3500  for  MiJJifippi,  and  2000  to 
St.  Domingo. 

On  receiving  thefe  Reinforcements  they  foon  put  them- 
felves  in  Action.  They  had  Intelligence,  that  the  Eng^ 
lijh  were  building  Forts,  and  railing  Plantations  along 
the  River  Ohio,  which  they  apprehended  to  be  too  near 
their  own  Settlements  to  be  difregarded.  Some  Merchants 
in  London,  with  others  of  Virginia,  had  obtained  a  Grant 
from  his  Majefty  of  that  River,  to  make  fuch  Set- 
tlements in  the  Meadows  and  Places  adjacent,  as  they 
Ihould  judge  convenient  for  a  Plantation,  and  the  carry- 
ing on  their  intended  Trade.  But  the  French  were  de- 
termined, at  all  Events  to'  fruflrate  the  Defign  ;  and  in 
order  thereto,  fet  up  a  prior  Claim,  and  infilled  that 
all  that  Coaft  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  France.  Ac- 
cordingly they  took  all  pofiible  Meafures  to  difturb  the 
new  Setlers,  and  to  erect  Forts  of  their  own  on  the 
Banks  of  the  laid  River.  Upon  which  Robert  Dinwiddio, 
Efq;  Governor  of  Virginia,  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  French  Forces  on  the  Ohio,  to  demand 
the  Reafon  of  fuch  Proceedings,  and  fent  it  by  Major 
Wajhington.  The  Governor's  Letter  was  wrote  in  the 
following  Termi. 

*  Sir,  The  Lands  upon  the  River  Ohio,  in  the  Weftern 

*  Parts^  of  Virginia,  are  fo  notorioufly  known  to  be  the 
4  Property  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  that  it  is  a 
i  Matter  of  equal  Concern  and  Surprize  to  me,  that  a 
6  Body   of  French   Forces   are  erecting   FortrefTes,    and 

*  making  Settlements  upon  that  River,  within  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  Dominions. 

*  The  many  and  repeated  Complaints  of  thefe  repeat- 
<*  ed  Acts  of  Hoftility,    lay  me  under  the  Neceffity  of 

4  fending,  in  the  Name  of  the   King  my  Matter,  the 

4  Bearer  hereof,  George  Wajhington,    Efq;    the  Adjutant 

c  General  of  the  Forces  of  this  Dominion,  to  complain 

*  to  you  of  the  Encroachments  thus  made,   and  of  the 

*  Injuries  done  to  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  open 

'  Violation 
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*  Violation  of   the  Law  of  Nations,    and   the  Treaties 

*  now  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns. 

*  If  thefe  AcTs  are  true,  and  you  fhall  think  fit  to  juftify 

*  your  Proceedings,    I   muft  defire  you  to  acquaint  me, 

*  by   what   Authority   and    Inftru&ion   you   have  lately 

*  marched  from  Canada,  with  an  armed  Force,  and  in- 

*  vaded  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Territories,  in  the 
«  Manner  complained  of;   that  according  to  the  Purport 

*  and  Refolution  of  your  Anfwer,  I  may  acl:  agreeable 
c  to  the  Commiflion  I  am  honoured  with  from  the  King 
8  my  Matter : 

8  However,  Sir,   in  Obedience  to  my  InftrucTions,  it 

*  becomes  my  Duty  to  require  your  peaceable  Departure, 

*  and  that  you  would  forbear  profecuting  a  Purpofe  fo  in- 

*  terruptive  of  the   Harmony    and  good  Understanding, 

*  which  his  Majefty  is  defirous  to*>continue  and  cultivate 

*  with  the  molt  Chriitian  King. 

6  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  receive  and  entertain 
c  Major  Wajhington  with  that  Candour  and  Politenefs  na- 

*  tural  to  your  Nation  ;   and  it   will  give  me  the  greateft 

*  Satisfaction,  if  you  return  him  with  an  Anfwer  fuita- 

*  ble  to  my  Willies,  for  a  very  long  and  lafting  Peace 
S  between  us.     I  have  the  Honour  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

'SIR, 

'  Tour  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 
WiUiamJburgh, 

0^.31,1753.  '  Robert  Dinwiddie/ 

The  Governor  of  Virginia  likewife  difpatched  Mefieri- 
gers  to  the  Governors  of  the  feveral  Britijh  Colonies,  re- 
prefenting  the  prefent  dangerous  Situation  of  Affairs,  and 
requefting  them  to  raife  Forces,  and  join  in  an  Expedi- 
tion againft  the  common  Enemy  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
fummoned  the  AlTembly  of  the  Province  of  Virginia  ; 
who  being  met,  he  demanded  their  Advice  and  Afliftance 
upon  this  Emergency.  Upon  which  the  AlTembly  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  following  Addrefs. 


<c 


Sir, 


We  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 
Council  of  Virginia,  now  met  in  General  AlTembly,  re- 
turn your  Honour  our  moil  fincere  and  hearty  Thanks 

for 
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for  your  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  this  Seflion.  As  we 
are  very  deeply  affected  with  your  Honour's  earneft  and 
riioft  expreflive  Reprefentation  of  the  prefent  Exigency  ; 
and  no  lefs  fenfible  of  the  real  Concern  which  your  Ho- 
nour had  fully  manifefted  for  the  Profperity,  Happinefs, 
and  Safety  of  this  Dominion,  we  beg  Leave  to  prefent 
you,  Sir,  with  fuch  unfeigned  and  zealous  Acknowledg- 
ments, as  ought  to  be  the  Refult,  and  muft  neceiTarily 
flow  from  the  mod:  grateful  Senfe  of  fuch  vigilant  and 
beneficent  Care  of  our  deareft  Interefts.  The  ambitious 
Views  of  the  French,  their  open  Contempt  and  Violation 
oF  Treaties,  and  their  unjuft  Invafions  of  his  Majefty's 
Territories,  make  our  Hearts  burn  with  Refentment; 
and  we  allure  your  Honour,  that  we  look  upon  ourfelves 
as  bound  by  every  Tie  of  Loyalty,  Gratitude,  and  Hu- 
manity, chearfully  to  concur  in  every  Meafure  that  will 
moft  effectually  conduce  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of  the 
CroWn,  fecure  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  our  Fellow 
Subjects,  and  repel  the  Force  of  thofe  perfidious  People 
the  Enemies  of  Mankind.  Infpired  by  thefe  Thoughts, 
bur  Counfels  at  this  perilous  Time  (hall  be  directed  with 
all  the  Unanimity,  Deliberation  and  Difpatch,  which  is 
due  to  the  Importance  of  the  Subject,  due  to  the  beft  of 
Kings,  and  true  Patriotifm  for  the  Defence  of  our  Coun- 
try. Your  Honour's  Journey  to  tVinchefter,  which  wa3 
undertaken  with  a  view  to  cultivate  the  Friendfhip  of 
the  Indians,  and  thereby  to  ltrengthen  qur  Weftern  Fron- 
tiers, could  not  but  be  attended  with  much  Fatigue  and 
Trouble  :  We  therefore  beg  Leave  to  return  your  Ho- 
nour our  Thanks  for  this  InftanCe  of  your  unwearied  Di- 
ligence in  promoting  the  true  Intereft  and  Profperity  of 
the  Colony.  We  cannot  but  conclude  with  adding  our 
moft  fervent  Prayers  to  the  Almighty  Author  of  Peace 
and  War,  that  he  would  direct,  your  Honour's  Confuta- 
tions, profper  your  Endeavours,  give  Peace  and  Profpe- 
rity to  this  Dominion,  and,  in  order  to  that,  long  to 
continue  your  Honour  an  Ornament,  and  a  Happinefs  to 


us." 


This  Addrefs  is  penn'd  with  fuch  apparent  Zeal  and 
Concern  for  the  Intereft  of  their  Country,  and  fuch  warm 
Expreflions  of  Refpccl:  to  their  Governor,  that  one  would 
think  nothing  could  rife  to  interrupt  their  Regard  for  the 
one,  ot  leifea  their   Efteem  for  the  other :  But  We  (hall 

G  quickly 
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quickly  fee  the  Revet  fe  of  all  this  :  For  tho'  they  granted 
20,000  /.  for  the  Expedition,  to  be  levied  by  a  Poll-tax 
of  5  s.  each  tythable  ;  yet  the  Governor's  refufing  to  pafs 
it  with  a  Claufe  tack'd  to  it  for  500/.  which  they  a- 
greed  to  give  the  Attorney  for  going  to  England,  to  fo- 
licit  the  Lords  of  the  Council  to  annul  an  Order  made 
by  the  Governor,  which  they  apprehended  was  an  In- 
fringement of  their  Properties ;  they  would  not  give  one 
Farthing  ;  and  thus  having  put  the  Country  to  about 
1400  /.  Expence,  did  nothing  towards  refcuing  it  from 
its  prefent  Danger. 

Upon  which,   the  5th  of  September,   17535  the  Gover- 
nor went  to  the  Houfe,  and  made  the  following  Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Speaker,    and  Gentlemen  of 

the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes. 

The  impending  Danger  from  the  violent  Incurfions  of 
the  French,  their  Threats  and  Depredations,  were  the 
only  Motives  of  calling  you  together  at  this  Time.  And 
the  Lives,^  Liberties,  and  Properties  of  your  Conflituents 
being  in  fuch  imminent  Hazard,  I  did  not  in  the  leaftv 
doubt,  but  that  you  would,  before  this,  have  ftrength- 
ened  my  Hands  with  a  proper  Supply,  to  fruftrate  their 
malicious  Intentions  ;  efpecially  when  I  received  from 
you  fuch  ftrong  and  repeated  AfTurances,  e  that  you  were 

*  determined  on  your  Parts,  to  withftand  the  impending 

*  Danger,  and  to   purfue  every  Meafure  in  your  Power, 

*  to  defeat  thefe  pernicious  Defigns  of  your  Enemies.' 
I  thought  I  might  reafonably  admit  the  pleafing,  Hopes, 

*  that  you  would  effectually  provide  for  your  Country's 

*  Prefer vation,    and   convince  the  World,  that  you  had 
c  nothing  more  at  Heart  than  a  zealous  Difcharge  of  your 

*  Duty  to  the  beft  of   Kings,    and  the  fincereft  Regard 

*  for  your  Country's  Welfare.' 

How  great  then,  Gentlemen,  mull:  be  my  Surprize, 
and  with  what  Amazement  muft  that  Country,  and  the 
World,  fee  fuch  high  Expectations  caft  down  fo  low  ! 
fee  you  called  upon  in  the  Day  of  your  Country's  Dif- 
trefs ,  hearing  you  declare  the  Knowledge  of  her  Dan- 
ger, and  profefling  the  mod  ardent  Zeal  for  her  Service ; 
yet  find  thefe  Declarations  only  an  unavailing  Flourifh 
of  Words ;  and  that,  inconfiftent  with  them,  and  the 
Purpofe  of  your  Meeting,  you  withhold  your  Aid,  and 

thereby 
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thereby   leave  the  Enemy  at  full   Liberty  to  perpetrate 
their  destructive  and  unjuft  Defign  I 

The  independent  Companies,  order'd  by  his  Majeity, 
clcathed  and  paid  by  him,  and  now  employed  in  your, 
immediate  Defence,  you  abfolutely,  by  your  Refolve  to 
me,  deny  Subfiflence  to,  is  a  Thing  unprecedented  in 
any  of  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  where  they  have  been 
employed  in  their  Defence  from  Incurfions,  and  threat- 
ened Invafions. 

I  have  my  Mailer's  Service,  and  the  Safety  and  Ho- 
nour of  Virginia,  fo  much  and  fo  truly  at  Heart,  that  I 
cannot  but  be  deeply  affected  at  a  Conduct  fo  contrary 
to  her  Intereft ;  and  not  altogether  unconcerned  for  you, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  BurgeiTes,  that  you  fhould 
appear  in  fo  bad  a  Light  to  his  Majefty,  and  give  fuch 
ill  Impreffions  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

However,  as  I  find  you  are  determined  not  to  do  what 
is  your  Duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  prefent  obvious 
Danger  indiipenfably  requires ;  I  think  it  proper  to  avoid 
aggravating  unnecelTary  Expences,  particularly  incon- 
venient  at  this  Time  j  and  therefore,  to  put  an  End  to 
your  Continuance  here,  I  do  prorogue  you  to  the  17  th  of 
Oclober  next ;  and  you  are  accordingly  prorogued  to  that 
Time. 

At  the  Day  appointed  the  Affembly  met,  and  having 
taken  into  ferious  Confideration  the  Reafons  which  the 
Governor  gave  for  his  refufing  to  pafs  the  Bill  for  raifing 
20,000  /.  for  the  Protection  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  in 
that  Colony,  againft  the  Infults  and  Encroachments  of  the 
French,  did  agree  to  raife  the  faid  Sum  for  the  publick 
Service,  without  any  Clog  whatever  tacked  to  it.  Upon 
which  a  perfect  Harmony  was  reftored  between  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  feveral  Members  of  the  Afiembly,  and 
they  were  perfectly  united  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Country. 

The  French  and  their  Indians  continuing  their  Hostilities, 
and  raifing  Forts  on  our  Territoiies,  and  this  without  any 
formal  Declaration  of  War,  or  giving  any  Reafons  for 
their  Proceedings,  Governor  Dinwiddie  thought  it  high 
Time  to  come  to  an  Ecclaircifment.  For  which  Purpofe  he 
wrote  a  Letter  to  the  French  Commandant  on  the  Ohio, 

Major  PFaJhingtonhmmg  received  the  Governor's  Letter, 
fet  out  the  fame  Day  ;  and  as    his  Journey  was  attended 

G  %  with 
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v/ith  fome  fingular  and  extraordinary  Incidents,  the  Rea~ 
derwill  undoubtedly  be  pleafed  with  a  Recital  of  the  Par- 
ticulars, as  follow. 

Major  Waflmigton  fet  out  the  31ft  of  October,  1753,  and 
reached  Will's  Creek  the  14th  of  November  ;  from  whence 
he  proceeded  the  next  Day  with  Mr.  Gijl,  a  Perfon  whom 
he  had  engaged  as  a  Guide,  and  a  French  Interpreter,  two 
Indian  Traders,  and  fome  other  Attendants  and  Servants, 
with  Horfes,  and  proper  Accommodations  for  the  Journey. 

At  a  filial]  Diftance  from  the  Fort  on  the  River  Obia9 
after  25,  Days  travel,  he  called  upon  Shengift,  King  of  the 
Delaware  Indians,  who  went  with  him  to  Logg's  Town, 
where  he  intended  to  alTemble  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations, 
in  order  to  engage  them  in  his  Intereft,  and  induce  them 
to  renounce  all  Commerce  with  the  French, 

One  of  the  Chiefs  called  the  Half  King,  who  had  lately 
been  a  Journey  to  the  French  Commander,  was  abfent 
at  his  hunting  Cabin,  but  a  MelTenger  being  immediately 
difpatched  to  him,  he  came  the  next  Day.  Mr.  Wajhing- 
ton  took  him  afide,  with  his  Indian  Interpreter,  and  en- 
quired the  View  of  his  Expedition,  and  how  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded. 

The  Chief  told  him  Sat  he  remonflrated  againft  their 
Encroachments  on  a  Territory  that  belonged  neither  to 
them  nor  the  EngUJ}),  declaring  that  he  would  keep  both  at 
Arms  Length,  and  would  join  in  Unity  with  that  Side  on- 
ly which  withdrew  into  thofe  Bounds  that  had  originally 
been  prefer: bed  :  That  he  was  anfwer'd  by  the  French- 
man with  great  Haughtinefs,  and  faid,  that  he  feaied  not 
Mufqucta  Flies,  for  fuch  he  took  the  Indians  to  be  ;  that 
they  might  be  ufed  with  Kindneis  if  they  fubmitted  to  his 
W:ll,  and  if  not,  he  would  tread  them  under  his  Feet, 

On  the  26th  of  November  Mr.  Wajhington  met  the 
Chiefs  in  Council,  when  they  agreed  that  the  Wampum, 
fa  String  of  Indian  Money,  which  is  given  as  a  Mark  of 
Amity  and  Retification  of  Treaties  J  delivered  by  the 
French  to  them,  fhould  be  returned,  as  a  Symbol  of 
abolifhing  all  Agreement  between  them  ;  that  fome  of  them 
fhould  attend  Mr.  Wajhington  with  a  fufficient  Guard  for 
his  Defence,  and  fome  of  their  bell:  Hunters  tofurnifh  him 
with  Provifions  during  his  Journey. 

After  a  Delay  of  feme  Days  he  fet  out  with  three  of 
their    Chiefs,  ihQ  laid  Half  King,  White  Thunder,  Jejkq 

Kake^ 


FRENCH    POLICY.  $3 

Kake,  and  one  of  their  beft  Hunters  ;  it  having  been  de- 
termined, after  mature  Confideraion,  that  a  greater 
Number  might  alarm  the  French,  and  caufe  them  to  be 

rudely  treated. 

On  the  4th  of  December  they  arrived  at  Venango,  about 
60  Miles  from  Logg's  Town*  where  they  found  the  French 
Colours  hoifted    upon  a  Houfe  from  which  they  had  dri- 
ven John  Frafier,     an   Englijh  Subjea  ;    to  this  Houfe 
Mr.  Wajhington  immediately  repaired,    and  enquired  for 
the  Commandant ;    he  was  foon  introduced  to  three  Of- 
ficers,   one    of  whom,    Captain  Joncaire,  informed  him 
that  he  had  the  Command  of  the  Ohio,  but  that  there  was 
a  general  Officer  at  the  next  Fort,    to  whom  it  would  be 
beft  to  apply,  for  an  Anfwer.     The  Gentleman  treated 
Mr.  Wajhington  with  great  Complaifance,  and  invited  him 
to  Supper ;    the  Invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Wine 
laving  foon  put  an  End  to  the  Caution  of  his  Compa- 
ny,   they  no  longer  concealed  their  Defigns.     They  told 
riimthey  were  determined  to  take  Poffeflion  of  the  Ohio* 
to  which  they  pretended  a  Right  from  a  Difcovery  by  one 
La  Salle  fixty  Years  ago  *  that  their  View  was  to  prevent 
the  Englijh  from  making  any  Settlements  on  it,  which  they 
knew  they  fhould  accomplifh,  for  tho'  the  Englijh  could 
raife  two  Men  for    their   one,  yet  their  Motions  were 
too  flow  to  prevent  any  Undertaking  of  theirs, 

Mr.  Wajhington  had  not  introduced  his  Indian  Affociates 

to  thefe   Gentlemen,    becaufe    Joncaire  underftood    the 

Language,  and  he  feared  they  might  be  feduced  from  their 

^Purpofe  ;  however  the  Rain  that  fell  on  the  week  Day, 

l"  having  rendered  it  impoflible  to  proceed  to  the  next  Fort, 

Joncaire  heard  where  they  had  been  left,    and  fent  for 

them. 

When  they  came  in  he  received  them  with  Exprelhons 
of  the  utmoft  Joy,  gently  upbraided  them  with  being 
fo  near,  and  yet  neglecting  to  vifit  him,  gave  each  of 
them  fome  trifling   Prefents,   and  at  length  made  them 

drunk. 

It  was  now  impoflible  to  get  them  away  ;  they  laid 
that  all  the  Affairs  between  their  Nation  and  the  French* 
were  left  to  Mv.  Joncaire*  and  with  him  they  would  tranf- 
adtthem.  Accordingly  a  kind  of  Council  was  held,  and 
the  Chiefs  were  prefent ;   they    continued    firm   to  their 

Refolution,  and  offered  Joncaire  the  Wampum,   which 
■  .  they 
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they  had  determined  to  return.  This  however  he  art- 
fully refufed  to  receive,  and  defired  that  it  might  be  de- 
livered to  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort. 

To  the  Fort,  however,  he  had  no  Mind  they  mould 
go,  for  having  eluded  the  Act  by  which  all  Treaties  were 
vacated,  he  laboured  by  every  Artifice  in  his  Power  to 
detain  the  Chiefs,  till  Mr.  Wajhington  returned  from  his 
Expedition,  on  which  he  would  then  have  been  obliged 
to  proceed  alone. 

But  the  Indian  Interpreter  having  received  Inftru&ions 
to  be  always  with  them,  and  Mr.  Gift  being  fent  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fetch  them,  they  were,  with  much  DrfHculty, 
brought  away>  and  on  the  yth  of  December ;  about  Eleven 
in  the  Forenoon,  the  whole  Company  fet  out  for  the 
Fort,  which  was  diftant  about  60  Miles. 
-  This  Journey  colt  them  four  Days,  as  it  rained  and 
fnowed  inceffantly,  ami  great  Part  of  the  Way  was  Mire 
and  Swamp.  They  arrived  on  the  nth,  and  on  the  12th 
waited  on  the  Governor,  to  whom  Mr.  WajhingUn 
offered  his  Commiflion  and  Letter,  which  he  was  defired 
to  keep  till  the  Arrival  of  M.  Riparti  from  the  next  Fort, 
upon  whom  the  principal  Command  was  juft  devolved, 
upon  the  Death  of  the  late  General. 

This  Gentleman,  who  is  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Lewis,  and  named  Leguerdeur  de  St.  Pierre,  when  he 
had  received  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Wajhington,  immediate- 
ly withdrew  into  a  private  Apartment,  where  the  Captain 
tranflated  it,  and  Mr.  Wajhington  was  then  defired  to 
bring  his  Interpreter  to  perufe  and  correct,  his  Tranflation. 
On  the  13th  a  Council  was  held  to  confider  what  An- 
fwer  Mr.  Wajhington  fhould  carry  back,  which  however 
he  did  not  receive  till  the  Evening  of  the  next  Day.  In 
the  mean  Time  he  perceived  that  every  poffible  Art  was 
pra&ifed  upon  the  Indians,  to  prevent  their  returning 
with  him.  He  therefore  preffed  them  to  execute  their 
Defign  without  Delay  j  upon  their  Application  they  were 
admitted  to  an  Audience  the  fame  Night,  when  the  Half 
King  offered  the  Wampum  to  the  Commandant,  but  he 
declined  to  take  it,  as  Joncaire  had  done  at  Venango,  He 
faid  he  defired  to  live  at  Peace,  and  trade  amicably  with 
them,  as  a  Proof  of  which  he  would  immediately  fend 
fome  Goods  for  them  to  Logg's  Town  -,  he  found  Means 
,to  keep  them  all  the  15th  by  promifing  them  a  Prefent 

of 
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of  Guns  in  the  Morning,  and  laboured  hard  to  keep 
them  that  Day  alfo ;  but  Mr.  Wajhington  urging  their 
Promife  not  to  leave  him,  nor  delay  his  Journey  beyond 
that  Time,  they  embarked  with  him  the  16th  in  a  Canoe, 
which  had  been  well  provided  with  Liquor  and  Provifion, 
Mr.  Wajhington  having  fent  the  Horfes  unloaded  to  Venan- 
go,  as  he  perceived  them  to  grow  weaker  and  weaker 
every  Day,  and  the  Snow  increafed  very  fall. 

As  the  Creek  is  extremely  crooked,    the   Diftance  by 
Water  from  the  Fort  to  Venango  is  130  Miles,  fo  that 
they  did  not  arrive  there  till  the  20th.     As  they  found 
the  Horfes   waiting  at  this   Place5  all  Things  were  got 
ready  to  purfue  their  Journey  by  Land,  on  the  next  Day, 
and  the  Half  King  was  afked,  whether  he  would  go  with 
them  or  by  Water  ;  he  anfwered  that  White  Thunder  had 
hurt  himfelf  very  much,  and  was  unable  to  walk,  fo  that 
he  fhould   be  obliged  to  carry  him  down  in  a  Canoe. 
Mr.  Wajhington   eafily  difcovered,    that    he  intended   to 
flay  fome  Days  at  Venango,  and  knew  that  Joncaire  would 
repeat  his  Stratagems  to  let  him  againft  the  Englljh.     He 
therefore  admonifhed  him  to  be  upon  his  Guard,  and  not 
fuffer  his  Refolution  to  be  fhaken  by  Flattery  and  fair 
Speeches.     The  King  replied,  that  he  knew  the  French 
too  well  to  be  the  Dupe  of  any  Artifice  they  could  prac- 
tice, and  that  altho'  he  could  not  accompany  his  Friend, 
yet  he  would  meet  him  at  the  Fort  ;    and  pronounce   a 
Speech  for  him  to  carry  to  the  Governor. 

The  Horfes  were  now  fo  feeble,  and  the  Baggage  fo 
heavy,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  would  be  able 
to  perform  the  Journey.  Mr.  Wajhington  and  Mr.  tjijt 
gave  up  their  Horfes  to  affift  in  carrying  the  Baggage. 
And  the  Major  having  put  himfelf  into  an  Indian  walk- 
ing Drefs  proceeded  on  Foot.  The  Horfes  however  be- 
ing every  Day  lefs  able  to  travel,  he  found  if  he  walked 
with  them  he  (hould  be  greatly  delay'd,  that  the  Cold 
increafed  very  faft,  and  that  the  Roads  were  made 
worfe  every  .Hour,  by  a  deep  Snow  cc  .tinually  freezing  ; 
he  therefore,  being  impatient  to  report  bis  Proceedings, 
determined  to  profecute  his  Journey  the  neareft  Way 
thro'  the  Woods.  Accordingly  the  26th  he  left  his  At- 
tendants in  the  Charge  of  the  Baggage,  with  Money,  and 
Directions  to  provide  Neceffaries  for  themfelves  from 
Place  to  Place  \  and  having  wrapped  himfelf  in  a  Watch- 

'coat. 
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coat,  he  fet  out  with  a  Gun  in  his  Hand,  and  a  Pack 
containing  his  Papers  and  Provifions,  at  his  Back,  ac- 
companied only  by  Mr.  Gift,  who  was  equipped  in  the  fame 
Manner. 

The  Day  following,  jufl  as  they  had  pafled  a  Place 
called  the  Murdering  Town,  they  fell  in  with  a  Party  of 
French  Indians,  who  had  laid  in  wait  for  them,  one  of 
whom  fired  at  them,  but  fortunately  milled  his  Mark, 
tho'  he  was  not  diftant  more  then  fifteen  Paces.  Asfoon 
as  the  Report  of  the  Piece  had  put  the  Travellers  upon 
their  Guard,  the  Indians  made  off,  except  the  Fellow 
that  fired,  whom  they  feized  and  kept  in  Cuftody  till  9 
at  Night;  when  they  fuffered  him  to  efcape,  and  continu- 
ed walking  all  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Night,  without 
making  any  Stop,  that  they  might  the  next  Day  be  out 
of  the  Reach  of  Purfuit,  knowing  that  they  fhould  be 
tracked  as  foon  as  it  was  light. 

The  next  Day  alfo  they  continued  travelling  till  it  was 
quite  dark,  and  reached  the  River  about  two  Miles  above 
Shannap'ms,  a  Town  on  the  Fort.  They  expected  to 
have  found  it  frozen  quite  over,  but  the  Ice  extended 
only  about  50  Yards  from  the  Shore,  on  each  Side, 
and  great  Quantities  of  Ice  were  driving  in  the  Middle. 
There  was  therefore  no  other  Way  to  pafs  it  but  on  a 
Raft,  which  they  fet  about,  tho'  they  had  but  one 
Hatchet  between  them,  and  after  the  inceffant  Labour 
of  a  whole  Day,  they  compleated  it  juft  at  Sun-fet.  Up- 
on this  Raft,  having  with  much  Difficulty  launched  itj 
they  embarked,  but  before  they  were  got  half,  Way  over, 
they  found  themfelves  fail  among  the  Ice,  and  expected 
every  Moment  that  the  Raft  wou'd  be  funk  under  \tf 
and  leave  them  to  inevitable  Destruction.  In  this  Dif- 
trefs  the  Major  put  out  his  fetting  Pole,  that  if  poflible, 
the  Ice  might  pafs  clear  of  his  Raft ;  but  the  Rapidity 
of  the  Stream  drove  it  with  fuch  Violence  againft  the 
Pole,  that,  being  unwilling  to  quit  it,  he  was  jerked  into 
ten  Foot  Water  :  He  fortunately  faved  himfelf  by  catch- 
ing hold  of  one  of  the  Raft  Logs  ;  but  with  all  their 
Efforts  they  could  not  get  the  Raft  to  either  Shore,  and 
were  therefore  obliged  to  quit  it  at  whatever  Hazard,  and 
make  to  a  neighbouring  Ifland  j  upon  this  Ifland  they  con- 
tinued all  Night,  and  the  Cold  to  which  they  wereexpofed 
was  fo  fevere,  that  Mr.  Gjjl  had  all  his  Fingers  frozen,  and 

fome 
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fome  of  his  Toes  ;  in  the  Morning  they  found  the  Wa- 
ter (hut  up,  and  without  Difficulty  walk'd  from  the  Ifland 
over  the  Ice  to  the  next  Settlement.  On  the  firft  of 
'January  they  left  this  Place*  and  on  the  id  arrived  at 
Mr.  Gifts  where  the  Major  provided  himfelf  with  a  Horfe, 
and  reach'd  Williamfburgh  on  the  16th. 

The  Anfwer   which  Mr.  Washington  brought  to  the 
Governor's  Letter  was  as  follows, 

'SIR, 

*  As  I  have  the  Honour  of  commanding  here  in  Chief, 
Mr.  Wajhington  delivered  me  the  Letter  you  writ  to  the 
Commandant  of  the  French  Troops. 
4  I  fhould  have  been  glad  that  you  had  given  him  Or- 
ders, or  that  he  had  been  inclined  to  proceed  to  Ca- 
nada, to  fee  our  General,  to  whom  it  better  belongs 
than  to  me,  to  fet  forth  the  Evidence  and  Reality  of 
the  Rights  of  the  King  my  Mafter,  upon  the  Lands 
fituate  along  the  River  Ohio,  and  to  conteft  the  Pre- 
tentions of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  thereto. 
c  I  (hall  tranfmit  your  Letter  to  the  Marquis  Deguifne; 
his  Anfwer  will  be  a  Law  to  me,  and  if  he  fhall  order 
me  to  communicate  it  to  you,  Sir,  you  may  be  af- 
fured  I  (hall  not  fail  to  difpatch  it  to  you  forthwith. 
6  As  to  the  Summons  you  fend  me  to  retire,  I  do  not 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  obey  it ;  whatever  are  your 
In  ft  ructions,  I  am  here  by  Virtue  of  the  Order  of  my 
General  \  and  I  entreat  you,  Sir,  not  to  doubt  .one 
Moment,  but  I  am  determined  to  conform  myfelf  to 
them,  with  all  the  Exaclnefs  and  Refolution  which  can 
be  expected  from  the  beft  Officer. 
6  I  don't  know  that  in  the  Progrefs  of  this  Campaign 
any  Thing  has  paffed  which  can  be  reputed  an  Acl  of 
Hoftility,  or  that  is  contrary  to  the  Treaties  which  fub- 
fift  between  the  two  Crowns,  the  Continuation  whereof 
as  much  interefts,  and  is  as  pleafing  to  us,  as  the  Eng- 
UJh.  Had  you  been  pleafed,  Sir,  to  have  defcended 
to  particularize  the  Facts  which  occafioned  your  Com- 
plaint, I  mould  have  had  the  Honour  of  anfwering 
you  in  the  fulleft,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  moftfatis- 
factory  Manner.  * 

*  I  made  it  my  particular  Care  to  receive  Mr.  Wajh- 
ington, with  a  Diftinction  fuitable  to  your  Dignity;  and 

H  *  his 
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*  his  Quality  and  great  Merit.     I  flatter  myfelf  he  will 

*  do  me  this  Juftice  before  you,    Sir,    and  that  he  will 

*  fignify  to  you,  as  well  as  I,  the  profound  Refpect  witln 

*  which  I  am, 

« .  S  I  R, 

*  Tour  moft  humble  and 

From  the  Fort  on  *  moji  obedient  Servant 9 

the  River  Beuf, 

Dec.  15,  1753.  «  Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre/ 

This  Anfwer  was  fufRcient  to  convince  the  Governor, 
had  there  been  no  other  Proof,  that  the  French  were  de- 
termined to  carry  their  projected  Scheme  into  Execution. 
Their  Scheme  is  to  extend  their  Territories  in  North 
America  at  the  Back  of  our  Settlements  from  New  Eng- 
land to  Virginia  ;  and  their  Attempt  at  the  Ohio  is  to  fa- 
cilitate their  Approach  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  Sea ; 
which,  if  not  checked  in  Time,  muft  cut  us  off  from 
a  moft  valuable  Branch  of  Traffick,  and  make  all  the 
Indian  Nations  our  Enemies,  the  Generality  of  whom, 
as  they  do  not  act  upon  Principles  of  Honour  or  Grati- 
tude, forget  paft  Services,  and  fide  with  thofe  from  whom 
they  expect  the  greateft  Advantages  at  prefent. 

The  Governor  therefore,  finding  that  the  moft  vigorous 
Refolutions  were  neceflary  in  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Progrefs  of  the  French,  levied  Troops  and  wrote  to  the 
neighbouring  Governments  to  fend  their  refpective  Quotas 
of  Men  or  Money,  with  all  poffible  Expedition,  to 
his  Affiftance.  Accordingly  the  Troops  he  railed,  marched 
the  firffc  of  April  from  Alexandria,  a  Town  about  four- 
teen Miles  below  the  Falls  of  Patowmack,  towards  the 
River  Ohio,  to  protect  a  Fort  which  the  Company  had 
built  on  it.  About  the  fame  Time  the  Affembly  at 
South  Carolina  gave  3000  /.  Sterling,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Defence  of  his  Majefty's  Limits  ;  and  North  Carolina 
pafled  an  Act  for  raifing  700  Men,  who  were  to  join  the 
Troops  of  Virginia  immediately. 

Governor  Glen  in  his  Speech  to  the  general  AiTembly 
of  South  Carolina,  January  16,  informs  them  how  tho 
allied  Indians  -flood  affected  to  the  EngUJb  at  that  Junc- 
ture. 

«  The 
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c  The  Friendship  of  the  Indian  Nations  round  us, 
c  faid  he,  is  of  the  greateft  Importance,  and  therefore  to 
c  be  cultivated  with  the  greateft  Care ;  as  I  can  aflure 

*  you  that  the  Attention  given  by  the  Governor  and 

*  Council  to  all  the  Indian  Affairs  in  general,  is  equal  to 

*  the  Importance  of  them. 

c  The  Cherokee  Indians  have,    for  many  Years  paft, 

e  earneftly  prayed  to  have  Forts  built  in  their  Country, 

*  and  the  Governor,  in  the  Prefence,  and  at  the  Defire 

*  of  both  Houfes  of  Aflembly,    promifed    that  a  Fort 

*  ihould  be  built  there ;  but  the  Indians  have  as  publickly 
c  accufed  us  of  Breach  of  Promife;    and   therefore  to 

*  wipe  away  this  Reproach,   and  alfo  to  prefer ve  that 

*  Nation  in  the  Britijh  Intereft,  the  Council  unanimoufly 

*  advifed  me  (in  Confequence  of  the  Refolution  of  the 
'  Aflembly )  to  give  Directions  for  building  fuch  Forts. 

*  I  found  that  my  own  Prefence  would  be  abfolutely  ne- 

*  ceflary,  and   therefore  I  undertook   the   long  Journey, 

*  which  was  attended  with  fome  Toil  and  Fatigue  ;  but 

*  I  have  now   the  Pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 

*  Fort  is  fully  finifhed  :  It  feems  to  give  great  Satisfac- 

*  tion  to  the  Indians,  and,  I  hope,  may  contribute  to 

*  the  Safety  of  our  Back  Settlements,  and  the  Security 

*  of  the  Britijh  Trade — —The  Accounts  I  have  from 
c  all  our  other  Indians  is  very  agreeable,  and  hreathe  no- 

*  thing  but  Peace  and  Friendfhip.' 

While  Col.  Wajhington  was  getting  his  Troops  together, 
he  received  the  following  Letters  from  MefT.  Trent  and 
Gift,  giving  him  an  Account  of  their  Situation  near 
the  Ohio.  The  firft  Letter  is  dated  Feb.  19,  at  Yaugh- 
yaughgany -big- Bottom.  "  The  17  th  Mr.  Trent  arrived  at 
the  Forts  of  Monongohela  (from  the  Mouth  of  the  Red- 
Stone  Creek,  (where  he  has  built  a  ftrong  Storehoufe)  and 
met  Mr.  Gift  and  feveral  others.  In  two  or  three  Days 
they  expected  down  all  the  People,  and  as  foon  as  they 
came,  were  to  lay  the  Foundation  of  a  Fort,  expecting, 
to  make  out  for  that  Purpofe  about  70  or  80  Men  :  The 
Indians  were  to  join  them  and  make  them  ftrong.  Thev 
requefted  him  (Col.  Wafoington)  to  march  out  to  them,  with 
all  poflible  Expedition.  They  acquainted  him  that  Monf. 
La  Force  had  made  a  Speech  to  fome  of  the  Indians,  and 
told  them,  that  neither  they  nor  the  Englijh  there,  would 
fee  the  Sun  above  twenty  Days  longer  s  thirteen  of  the 

H  2  Days 
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Days  being  then  to  come.  By  what  Mr,  Croghan  could 
learn  from  an  Indian  in  the  French  Intereft,  they  might 
expect  400  French  down  in  that  Time.  A  Meffenger 
fen t  from  the  French  Fort  had  Letters  from  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Forts,  to  march  immediately  and  join 
them,  in  order  to  cut  off  our  Indians  and  Whites,  and 
fome  French  Indians  were  likewife  expected  to  join  them. 
When  La  Force  had  made  his  Speech  to  the  Indians,  they 
fent  a  String  of  Wampum  to  Mr.  Croghan^  to  defire  him 
to  hurry  the  Englijh  to  come,  for  that  they  expected  foon 
to  be  attacked,  and  prefled  him  hard  to  come  and  join 
them,  for  they  wanted  NecefTaries  and  Affiftance,  and 
then  would  ftrike.  They  farther  write,  that  600  French 
and  Indians  were  gone  againftthe  lower  Shawanefe  Town,  to 
cut  off  the  Shawanefe;  200  Ottaways  and  Chilpawas 
came  to  Mullingum,  and  demanded  the  White  People 
there,  and  (hewed  them  the  French  Hatchet ;  the  Tfayonr 
dotts,  tho'  not  above  30  Men,  refufed  to  let  them  kill 
them  in  their  Town  ;  but  they  expected  every  Day  to 
hear  they  had  cut  off  the  Whites,  and  likewife  the 
ffayondotts." 

The  other  Letter  is  dated  at  Monongahela,  February  23, 
Mr.  Gift  writes,  "  An  Indian  who  was  taken  Prifoner 
from  the  Chickafaws>  by  the  Six  Nations  fome  Years  ago, 
has  been  this  Year  to  fee  his  Friends  there.  In  his  Paf- 
fage  up  the  Ohio  he  fell  in  with  a  Body  of  near  400  French 
coming  up  the  River  j  he  parted  with  them  below  the 
Falls,  and  then  came  in  Company  with  ten  of  them 
that  were  fent  up  to  treat  with  the  Shawanefe  at  the 
lower  Town.  On  their  Arrival  there,  the  Englijh  Traders 
had  agreed  to  make  them  Prifoners,  but  the  French  get- 
ting a  Hint  from  fome  Indians,  they  fled  away  in  the 
Ni<*ht  without  difcovering  their  Bufinefs.  We  have  alfo 
News  of  600  French  and  Indians  being  gone  down  to  fall 
on  the  Shawanefe^  if  they  will  not  admit  the  lower  Army 
to  pafs  up  the  River  to  join  that  above." 

Advices  from  Annapolis,  March  21ft,  inform,  that  400 
French  were  come  down  from  the  Lake,  100  of  which 
ftay'd  about  Mullingum,  and  the  other  300  went  down 
to  the  lower  Shanoah  Town,  and  demanded  the  Englijh 
Traders  that  were  there  (about  twenty  in  Number)  to  be 
delivered  up  to  them,  which  the  Shanoiuefe  refufed  to  do9 
and  have  fent  up  for  the  Caiawas,   to  come  to  their  Af~ 

fiftanceo 
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fcftance.  Thefe  400  French  expecT:  to  be  joined  by  400 
more,  as  foon  as  they  can  come  down  from  the  Lakes* 
There  we  e  22  French  in  the  Loggs  Town,  who  about 
live  Weeks  ago  held  a  Council  with  the  Indians  in  which 
they  told  them,  *  That  as  they  had  determined  not  to 
«  make  their  Fire  with  them,   but  had  done  it  with  their 

*  Brothers  the  Englijh,  they  might  expect  to  be  ftruck, 
«  and  that  their  Brothers  the  Englijh  mould  not  fee  the 

*  Sun,   but  20    Days,  and    that   they  would  deftroy  alj 

*  the  Indians.7  Upon  which  Manocatoocha  took  his  Tom- 
mahawk  out  of  his  Bofom,  and  faid,  f  You  have  often 

*  deceived  us,  but  now  you  will  ftrike  our  Brethren  the 

*  Englijh ;  we  believe  you  fpeak  the  Truth  ;    come  on, 

*  we  are  ready  for  you,  and  will  ftand  by9  and  join  our 
y  Brothers  the  Englijh.' 

The  Writer  of  a  Letter,  dated  at  PortRoyalin  Virginia, 
May  29,  fays,  &  We  have  fent  300  Men  under  the 
Command  of  Col.  Fry,  George  Wajhington  next  in  Com- 
mand, and  George  Mufe  Major  ;  North  Carolina  has 
fent  out  300  under  the  Command  of  Col.  fanes ;  South 
Carolina  and  New  York,  regular  Forces,  two  Companies 
each.  The  Aflembly  of  Maryland  was  then  fitting,  an<| 
would  probably  raife  fome  Men,  and  all  this  to  oppofe  the 
French  upon  our  Frontiers,  who  claim  the  Lands  as  the 
Property  of  their  Mafter,  who  are  building  Forts,  and 
our  Men  are  to  do  the  fame,  though  not  to  acl:  offenfi  vely 
unlefs  attacked.  In  the  mean  Time  the  French  (before 
our  Men  got  out)  have  taken  Pofleflion  ef  our  Fort 
upon  the  River  Monongahela,  where  we  had  a  Company 
of  Men  under  Capt.  Gift's  Command. 

The  Governor  Yefterday  was  at  Frederikjburgh •„  in  his 
Way  to  Winchester,  to  hold  a  Conference  with  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Six  Nations,  who  are  in  our  Intereft." 

But  tho'  it  is  faid  above,  that  the  two  Carolinas  and 
New  York  had  fent  out  their  Forces,  they  were  not 
however  joined,  nor  did  they  come  together  foon  enough 
to  prevent  Col.  Wajhington  s  Misfortune,  which  we  fhall 
foon  relate. 

The  French  it  feems  had  erected  five  Forts,  and  garri-r 
fon'd  them  with  1500  regular  ^roops,  on  that  Part  of  the 
Britijh  Territory  at  the  Back  of  Virginia,  which  is 
neareft  Quebec,  contrary  to  Treaties  ;  which  if  they 
are  fufFered  to  maintain,  that  and  the  reft  of  our  CoI<  * 
nies,  muft  foon  be  at  their  Mercy,  The 
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The  French  growing  every  Day  ftronger  on  the  Back 
of  Virginia,  the  Governor  thought  it  necefTary  to  build  a 
fmall  Fort  on  the  Forks  of  the  River  Monongahelah,  and 
fent  Enfign  Ward  with  a  Company  to  garrifon  it ;  tut  he 
was  foon  compelled  to  furrender  it  to  the  French  :  An  Ac- 
count of  which  was  given  in  a  Letter  dated  at  William/" 
hurgh,  May  9,  as  follows  : 

"  On  Saturday  laft  arrived  in  Town  from  Ohio,  Enfign 
Edward  Ward,  of  Captain  Trent's  Company,  with  an 
Indian  MefTenger  from  the  Half  King.  Mr.  Ward,  in- 
forms us  that  on  the  17  th  of  laft  Month,  the  French, 
confirming  of  about  1000  Men,  under  the  Command 
of  MonC  De  Contrecoeur,  came  from  Venango  in  300 
Canoes  and  60  Battoes,  with  18  Pieces  of  Cannon,  to 
the  Forts; of  Monongahelah,  where  he,  with  33  Soldiers, 
were  in  Garrifon  ;  that  as  foon  as  they  landed,  they  ad- 
vanced in  regular  Order  within  a  Mufket-fhot  of  the 
Fort,  and  demanded  an  immediate  Surrender,  threaten- 
ing on  his  Refufal,  to  take  it  by  Force.  The  great 
Superiority  of  the  French  obliged  him  to  give  it  up, 
obtaining  Liberty  to  march  out  with  every  Thing  they 
had  in  the  Fort.  The  next  Day  he  fet  out  with  his  Com- 
pany to  meet  the  Forces,  ordered  from  Alexandria  to  re- 
inforce him,  and  at  Will's  Creek  he  met  Lieutenant  Col. 
Wajhington,  with  a  Detachment  of  150  Men  under  his 
Command.  Wajhington,  on  hearing  this  Account, 
thought  it  unadvifed  to  proceed  to  the  Forts  with  fo  fmall 
a  Force,  but  determined  to  march  to  Red/lone  Creek  9 
about  37  Miles  from  the  Fort,  and  there  intrench  him- 
felf,  till  he  mould  be  joined  by  Col.  Fry. 

The  Speech  brought  by  the  Indian  from  the  HalfKingy 
is  full  of  the  Warmeft  Expreflions  of  Friendfhip  and  At- 
tachment to  the  Englijh  Intereft.  The  Governor  fent 
him  back  on  Tuefday,  with  a  firm  AiTurance  of  a  vigo- 
rous Afiiilance.. 

When  all  the  Forces,  now  ordered  to  the  Ohio  from 
this  and  the  neighbouring  Governments,  are  arrived,  they 
wiftmake  up  about  1100  Men,  befide  the  Afliftance  we 
expect  from  Penfylvania,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  &c. 
and  a  great  Number  of  Indians   that  are  ready  to  join 


us." 


Col.  Wajlnngtm  having  increafed   his  Forces  to  about 
%iO  Men,  went  and  encamp'd  at  one  of  our  Forts  on 
•  the 
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the  Ohio  ;  expelling  there  to  be  join'd  by  Col.  Fry,  Col. 
Innes,  and  the  Troops  that  were  coming  from  the  other 
Colonies.  The  French  had  foon  an  Eye  upon  him,  and 
having  got  Intelligence  that  four  or  five  Waggons  were 
on  the  Road  with  Provifions  for  his  Camp,  fent  out  a 
Party  of  35  Men  to  intercept  them  ;  of  which  Col. 
Wajhington  being  inform'd,  took  a  Detachment  of  45 
Men,  went  in  Search  of  the  Enemy,  and  on  the  28th 
of  May,  met  and  engaged  them.  Of  which  Action  Col. 
Wajhington  gives  the  following  Account,  in  a  Letter  dated 
from  the  Camp  in  the  Great  Meadows,  May  31,  1754. 

"  Sin.c  my  Jaft  we  arrived  at  this  Place,  where  three 
Days  ago  we  had  an  Engagement  with  the  French,  that 
is,  a  Party  of  our  Men  with  one  of  theirs,  Moil  of  our 
Men  were  out  upon  other  Detachments,  fo  that  I  had 
fcarce  40  Men  under  my  Command,  and  about  10  or 
12  Indians',  neverthelefs  we  obtained  a  moft  fignal  Vic- 
tory. The  Battle  lafted  about  10  or  13  Minutes,  with 
fharp  firing  on  each  Side,  till  the  French  gave  Ground 
and  ran,  but  to  no  great  Purpofe.  There  were  12  of 
the  French  killed  ;  among  whom  was  Monf.  "Jamonfell, 
their  Commander,  and  21  taken  Prifoners,  among  whom 
are  Me/T.  La  Force  and  Druellong,  together  with  two  Ca- 
dets. I  have  fent  them  to  his  Honour  the  Governor  at 
Winche/ier,  under  a  Guard  of  20  Men,  conducted  by 
Lieutenant  Weft,  We  had  but  one  Man  killed,  and  two 
or  three  wounded.  Among  the  Wounded  on  our  Side 
„  was  Lieutenant  Waggoner,  but  no  Danger,  'tis  hoped, 
will  enfue.  We  expect  every  Hour  to  be  attacked  by 
a  fuperior  Force  ;  but  if  they  forbear  one  Day  longer  we 
{hall  be  prepared  for  them.  We  have  already  got  In- 
trenchments,  and  are  about  a  Pallifado,  which  I  hope 
will  be  finifhed  To-day.  The  Ningo's  have  ftruck  the 
French,  and,  I  hope,  will  give  a  good  Blow  before  they 
have  done.  I  expect  forty-odd  of  them  here  To-night, 
which,  with  our  Fort,  and  fome  Reinforcements  from 
Col.  Fry,  will  enable  us  to  exert  our  noble  Courage  wjth 
Spirit."  9 

As  this  was  the  firft  Skirmifh  we  had  with  the  French, 
it  was  a  lucky  Stroke,  and  encouraged  the  Indians  to 
continue  faithful  in  their  Alliance  with  us.  The  French, 
however,  not  long  after,  had  their  Revenge  in  the  En- 
gagement we  had  wish  them  in  the  Meadows  of  Ohio ; 

of 
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of  which  the  following  Account  was  given  in  a  Letter 
written  by  an  Office: ,  who  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the 
ftHfrote; 

81  jub  3'  at  Break  of  Day,  we  were  alarmed  by  two 
Men  coming  up  to  obe  of  our  Centries  placed  in  the 
W  who  ft:ot  him  in  the  Heel,  and  fled  off,  but  were 

to  nigh,  tiia£  the  Wadding  was  left  in  his  Heel.  We 
^-  ..ediately  under  Arms,  and  immediately  fent  out 

ft  fmali  Party  to  fea«rch  round  the  Camp,  but  they  faw 
nobody.  About  an  Hour  after,  four  of  our  Indians  who 
had  been  fent  out  the  Day  before,  came  in  a  prodigious 
Hurry,  and  informed  us,  that  they  had  tracked  a  great 
Number  of  the  Enemy  into  the  Bufhes  about  14  Miles 
from  Us  ;  and  had  gone  fo  nigh  them  that,  they  heard  them 
talk.  Upon  this  News  we  began  to  throw  up  Trenches 
round  a  Fort  which  we  had  in  the  Meadows,  and  fent 
out  the  Indians  again,  to  fee  if  the  French  were  nigh* 
They  returned  in  an  Hour,  running  very  faff,  and  told 
us  the  Enemy  was  within  half  a  Mile,  marching  down 
the  Woods  quite  naked  ;  which  made  us  imagine  they 
•were  all  Indians.  We  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  Battle 
immediately,  referving  only  a  Number  to  work  at  the 
Trenches,  which  we  had  got  almcft  Bread  high  all  round 
when  the  Enemy  *  enter'd  the  Meadows.  Our  Centry, 
whom  we  had  placed  there,  fir'd  at  them,  killed  three, 
and  .retired  to  the  Fort,  the  Enemy  firing  at  him  all  the 
Way  from  the  Woods,  which  they  betook  themfelves  to 
as  foon  as  they  came.  We  marched  up  to  take  Pofleffion 
of  the  Wood  oppofite  the  Fort,  but  one  of  our  Officers, 
who  is  now  going  to  refign,  and  had  always  fhewn  a 
good  deal  of  Fear  in  any  Danger,  called  out  that  the 
Enemy  would  take  Pofleflion  of  the  Fort,  and  immedi- 
ately order'd  the  Men  to  the  Right  about,  which  they 
did  directly,  and  fled  to  the  Fort  ;  the  French  firing  at 
them  all  the  Time,  and  wounded  a  great  many  before 
they  got  thither.  We  immediately  got  our  Trenches 
fi^d  with  Men,  and  began  to  me  from  the  Fort  and 
Trenches,  with  three  Huzzas,,  which  the  Enemy  re- 
turned with  the  Indian  Halloo.  The  Engagement  began 
at  half  an  Hour  after  Ten  in  the  Morning,  and  continued 
till  Seven  at  Night  without  Intermiffion,  the  Enemy 
firing  clofe  at  us  from  behind  the  Trees,  and  we  from 
our  Fort  and  Trenches.     We  had  our  Cannon  fired  once 


round 
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round,  which  did  great  Execution  among  the  Enemy  ; 
but  our  Gunner  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  frand  another 
Round,  but  went  into  the  Fort,  and  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  fire  at  them  again  the  whole  Day.  At  Seven 
o'Clock  the  Enemyxailed  a  Parley,  and  offered  us  Terms 
of  Capitulation ;  upon  which  we  held  a  Council  of  War, 
and  after  confidering  our  Circumftances,  that  we  had 
not  Provifions  for  two  Days,  that  none  of  our  Arms 
were  fit  for  Service,  as'  it  had  rained  fo  excefiively  all 
Day,  and  having  a  great  Number  of  our  Men  killed 
and  wounded,  v/e  thought  proper  to  accept  of  honourable 
Terms,  and  fent  Capt.  Van  Braam  to  have  Articles  drawn 
at  the  French  Camp,  which  were  thefe,  viz.  That  we 
were  to  deliver  up  the  Fort  by  Day- break,  and  to  be 
allowed  to  march  out  with  our  Drums  beating  and  Co* 
lours  flying,  with  our  Arms  and  all  our  Stores,  except 
the  Cannon ;  that  we  were  not  to  build  any  more,  or 
take  up  Arms  againft  his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty  for .  the 
Space  of  a  Year.  Thefe  Articles  were  figned  by  Col. 
Wajhington  and  C^pt.  Mackay.  Mr.  La  Force  was  like- 
wife  to  be  delivered  up  in  two  Months  and  a  half  with 
all  his  People ;  for  the  Performance  of  which  Hofiages 
were  demanded  and  granted,  viz.  Capt.  Stobo  and  Van 
Braam,  We  marched  out  in  the  Morning  with  all  our 
Stores,  but  the  Indians  foon  took  every  Thing  from  us. 
We  had  86  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  French,  by  the 
trueft  Accounts  I  could  get,  117.  They  were  far  fupe- 
rior  to  us  in  Number  ;  they  were  700,  befides  200  /«- 
dians,  and  we  were  only  350,  and  above  two  Thirds  of 
thefe  would  not  engage.  Among  our  killed  was  Lieu- 
tenant Merchier,  of  Capt.  Mackay 's  Company ;  we  had 
about  26  killed  ;  the  wounded  were  Capt.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Peronee,  Lieut,  'towers,  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  a  Cadet  of 
Mackay 's  Company." 

Thefe  were  the  real  Artichs  agreed  upon,  and  no  other 
mentioned  ;  notwithstanding  which,  not  long  after  there 
appeared  in  the  Penfyivania  Journal,  a  Capitulation  faid 
to  be  granted  by  M.  De  Villier,  Captain  and  Comman- 
der of  the  Infantry  and  Troops  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  to  thofe  Englijh  Troops  actually  in  the  Fort  of 
N'ecefftty,  which  was  built  on  the  Lands  of  the  King's 
Dominions,  July  3,  at  Eight  ©'Clock  at  Night,  1754, 


to. 


Article  I, 
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Article  I.  .  We  grant  the  Englijh  Commander  to  re- 
tire with  all  his.  Garrifon,  and   to   retire  peaceably  into 
his   own  Country,  and   promife   to  hinder  his  receiving 
any  Infult  from  us  French,  and  to   reftrain   as   much  as 
fhall  be  in  our  Power,  the  Savages  that  are  with  us. 

II.  It  fhall  be  permitted  him  to  go  out  and  carry  with 
him  all  that  belongs  to  them  except  the  Artillery,  which 
we  keep. 

III.  That  we  will  allow  them  the  Honours  of  War, 
that  they  march  out  with  Drum-beating,  with  a  Swivel 
Gun,  being  willing  to  fhew  them  that  we  treat  them  as 
Friends. 

IV.  That  as  foon  as  the  Articles  are  figned  by  the  one 
Part  and  the  other,  they  ftrike  the  Englijh  Colours. 

V.  That  To-monqw,  at  Break  of  Day,  a  Detach- 
ment of  French  fhall  go  to  make  the  Garrifon  file  off, 
and  take  Poffeifion  of  the  Fort. 

VI.  And  as  the  Englijh  have  few  Oxen  or  Horfes, 
they  are  free  to  hide  their  Effects,  and  come  and  fearch 
for  them  when  they  have  met  with  their  Horfes  -,  and 
they  may,  for  this  End,  have  Guardians  in  what  Num- 
ber they  pleafe,  upon  Condition  that  they  will  give  their 
Word  of  Honour  not  to  work  upon  any  Building  in  this 
Place,  or  any  Part  this  Side  of  this  Mountain,  during 
a  Year,    to  be  accounted  from  this  Day. 

VII.  And  as  the  Englijh  have  in  their  Power  an  Officer, 
two  Cadets,  andmoftof  the  Prifoners  made  in  the  AfTafhna- 
tion  of  the  Sieur  De  Jamonville,  that  they  promife  to  fend 
them  back  with  Safeguard  to  the  Fort  De  Guerne,  fituated 
on  the  Fine  River.  And  for  Surety  of  this  Article,  as 
well  as  the  Treaty,  Mr.  'Jacob  Vambram,  and  Robert  Stobo> 
both  Captains,  fhall  be  put  as  Hoftages  till  the  Arrival 
of  the  Canadians  and  French  above-mentioned. 

We  oblige  ourfelves  en  our  Side  to  give  an  Efcort  to 
return  in. Safety  thefe  two  Officers,  we  promife  our  French 
in  two  Months  and  a  half  at  fartheft.  A  Duplicate  being 
made  upon  one  of  the  Pofts  of  our  Blockade  the  Day 

ab-ove'  Con.  Vellier. 

This  Capitulation  was  cooked  up  by  Monf.  Vellier 
after  the  Treaty  was  figned ;  for  'tis  certain  that  feveral 
Things  therein  mentioned,  particularly  about  the  Aflaf- 
fmation,  was  never  fo  much  as  hinted,  in  the  Articles 

fent 
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ent  to  Col.  Wajhlngton  ;  for  if  it  had,  he  would  not  have 
figned  it,  becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  would  have  acknow- 
ledged that  the  Sieur  yamonville  was  affaffinated  ;  whereas 
the  Truth  is,  he  was  (lain  in  fair  Bottle  in  open  Oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Englljh,  when  he  attempted  to  take  their 
Convoy  ;  as  could  be  attefted  by  all  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers that  were  in  that  Action. 

But  to  put  this  Matter  beyond  Difpute,  we  fhall  give 
the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Steven  to  his  Friend, 
wherein  he  gives  a  very  ingenuous  Account  of  this  whore 
Tranfaction,  and  throws  a  new  Light  upon  the  whole 
Affair  at  the  Ohio, 

SIR, 

July  29,  we  received  certain  Intelligence,  that  the 
French  were  reinforced  with  300  White  Men,  and  the 
fame  Number  of  Indians,  and  that  they  intended  to 
march  immediately  to  attack  us.  Whereupon  Colonel 
Wajhlngton  called  a  Council  of  War,  wherein  it  was 
refolved  to  fend  an  Exprefs  to  haften  the  Independents  to 
join  us,  and  that  in  the  mean  Time  we  fhould  fet  about 
fortifying  ourfelves  as  well  as  the  Time  would  permit, 
and  there  wait  the  Arrival  of  Capt.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Pout- 
fon  who  were  out  on  Detachments,  and  to  whom  Orders 
were  fent  to  join  us  with  the  utmoft  Expedition.  Capt. 
Mackay  arrived  at  our  Camp  at  Gift's  Houfe,  in  the 
Night,  and  we  were  joined  by  our  Detachment  next 
Forenoon  ;  when  a  Council  of  War  was  again  called, 
wherein  it  was  refolved  to  retreat  immediately,  carrying 
all  the  publick  Stores  with  us;  and  as  we  had  but  two 
very  indifferent  Teams  and  few  Horfes,  the  Officers 
loaded  their  own  Horfes  with  Ammunition,  and  left 
Part  of  their  Baggage  behind  ;  Col.  JVaJhington  fetting 
them  an  Example,  by  ordering  his  Horfe  to  be  loaded 
iirft,  and  giving  four  Piftoles  to  fome  Soldiers  to  carry 
his  neceffary  Baggage.  We  had  nine  Swivels  which  were 
drawn  by  the  Soldiers  of  the  Virginian  Regiment  twelve 
Miles,  on  the  roughest  and  moft  hilly  Road  of  any  on 
the  Ailegamp  Mountains.  The  Independents  refufed  to 
lend  a  Hand  to  draw  the  Guns,  or  help  off  with  the 
Ammunition,  nor  would  they  do  Duty  as  Pioneers, 
which  had  an  unhappy  Effect  on  our  Men,  who  no 
(boner  learned   that  it  was  not  the  proper  Duty  of  Sol- 

I  %        ,  '  diers 


68        GALLIC  A    FIDES:    Or, 

<3iers  to  perform  thofe  Services,  but  they  became  as  back- 
ward as  the  Independents :  This  was  one  s;reat  Reafon 
why  we  had  not  compleated  our  Works  before  the  Attack. 

July  I,  we  arrived  very  much  fatigued  at  the  Mea- 
dows, and  had  continued  our  Retreat,  but  for  Want  of 
Horfes  and  other  Conveniences  to  carry  off  our  Ammu- 
nition. Our  Men  had  been  eight  Days  without  Bread, 
and  inftead  of  a  large  Convoy,  which  we  had  long  ex- 
pected, there  arrived  only  a  few  Bags  of  Flour  ;  they 
were  fo  harraffed  at  working  on  the  Fortifications  at 
Gift's,  and  with  marching,  that  they  were  no  longer  able 
to  draw  the  Swivels.  This  being  the  Cafe,  and  having 
certain  Intelligence  that  the  New  Yorkers  had  arrived  at 
Alexandria  about  twenty  Days  before,  a  fatal  Stay  !  and 
a  flving  Report,  that  they  were  got  to  Wills 's  Creek  on 
their  March  to  join  us,  it  was  thought  moft  advifeable 
to  fortify  ourfelves  in  the  beft  Manner  poflible,  and  wait 
our  Convoys  and  Reinforcements  which  we  daily  expected. 

In  the  mean  Time  an  Exprefs  wasYent  to  inform  them, 
of  our  Situation,  and  haften  them  to  our  Afiiftance.  We 
fet  about  cJearing  the  Woods  neareft  to  us,  and  carrying 
in  the  Logs,  to  raife  a  Breaft-work,  and  enlarge  the 
Fort.  July  3,  we  were  alarmed  by  one  of  the  Centries, 
who  was  fhot  in  the  Leg  by  the  Enemy  ;  and  about  nine 
We  received  Intelligence,  by  fome  of  our  advanced  Par- 
ties, that  the  Enemy  were  within  four  Miles  of  us,  that 
they  were  a  very  numerous  Body,  and  all  naked.  We 
continued  to  fortify,  and  prepare  ourfelves  for  their  Re- 
ception. They  came  up  with  us  before  no'  Clock, 
and  by  their  furious  Attacks,  and  fuperior  Numbers,  we 
expected  they  would  have  ftormed  us  directly,  and  there- 
fore anfwered  only  with  Mufket-fhot  now  and  then,  as 
we  could  make  fure  of  an  active  Fellow.  The  keeping 
our  Fire  made  the  Enemy  more  fecure,  and  expofe  them- 
felves  the  more,  which  was  a  principal  Reafon  of  their 
jofing  fo  many  Men  on  that  Occafion.  At  Night  they 
called  to  a  Parley,  and  we  fufpe&ing  Deceit  took  but 
little  Notice  of  it,  until  they  repeated  the  fame  frequently, 
and  then  Mr.  Van  Braamt  was  fent  to  fpeak  with  them, 
who  foon  returned  to  afl'ure  us  that  they  were  in  earneft. 
This  was  no  difagreeable  News  to  us,  who  had  received 
no  Intelligence  of  our  Convoys  or  Reinforcements,  and 
who  had  only  a  Couple  of  Bags  of  Flour  and  a  little  Ba- 
con 
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con  left  for  the  Support  of  300  Men.  We  intended  to 
have  killed  our  milch  Cows,  which  were  our  greateft 
Dependence  before  the  Engagement,  but  had  no  Salt  to 
preferve  them,  and  they  foon  became  the  Property  of  a 
fuperior  Enemy.  By  the  continued  Rains,  and  Water 
in  the  Trenches,  the  molt  of  our  Arms  were  out  of  Or- 
der, and  we  had  only  a  Couple  of  Screws  in  our  whole 
Regiment  to  clear  them.  But  what  was  ftill  worfe,  it 
was  no  fooner  dark,  than  half  of  our  Men  got  drunk. 
Under  thefe  difadvantageous  Circumftances  we  agreed  to 
a  Capitulation,  which  no  doubt  you  muft  have  feen, 
with  the  Difference  which  I  {hall  remark,  and  which  I 
think  very  material.  Mr.  Pyrmee  was  dangeroufly 
wounded,  and  we  much  regretted  the  Lofs  of  his  Services 
on  that  Occafion. 

When  Mr.  Van  Braam  returned  with  the  French  Pro- 
pofals,  we  were  obliged  to  take  the  Senfe  of  them  by 
Word  of  Mouth  ;  it  rained  fo  heavily,  that  he  couid 
not  give  us  a  written  Tranfktion  of  them  ;  we  could 
fcarcely  keep  the  Candle  alight  to  read  them  j  they  were 
wrote  in  a  bad  Hand,  on  wet  and  blotted  Paper,  fo  that 
no  Perfon  could  read  them  but  Van  Braam^  who  had 
heard  them  from  the  Mouth  of  the  French  Officer.  Every 
Officer  then  prefent  is  willing  to  declare,  that  there  was 
rio  fuch  Word  as  Ajfajjination  mentioned.  The  Terms 
exprefTed  to  us  were,  4  the  Death  of  Ju?nonville,*  If  it 
had  been  mentioned,  we  could  have  got  it  alter'd,  as  the 
French  feemed  very  cendefcending,  and  willing  to  bring 
Things  to  a  Conclufion,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 
Interview.  Upon  our  infilling  on  it,  they  alter'd  what 
was  much  more  material  to  them,  the  Article  relating  to 
Ammunition,  which  they  wanted  much  to  detain,  and 
that  of  the  Cannon,  which  they  agreed  to  have  deftroy'd, 
inftead  of  being  referved  for  their  own  Ufe. 

Another  Article  which  appears  to  our  Difadvantage, 
is  that  whereby  we  oblige  ourfelves  not  to  attempt  an 
Eftablifhment  beyond  the  Mountains  :  This  was  tran- 
slated to  us,  "  Not  attempt  Buildings  or  Improvements 
on  the  Lands  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty."  This  we 
never  intended  ;  but  denied  that  he  had  any  Lands  there, 
and  therefore  thought  it  needlefs  to  difpute  that  Point. 

The  Article  which  relates  to  the  Hoftages,  is  quite 
different  from  the  Tranflatio%  of  it  given  to  us  j  they  are 

mentioned 
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mentioned  for  the  Security  of  the  Performance  of  the 
Treaty,  as  well  as  for  the  Return  of  the  Prifoners  ;  there 
was  never  fuch  Intention  on  our  Side,  nor  Mention  made 
of  it  on  theirs  by  our  Interpreter.  Thus  by  the  evil  In- 
tention or  Negligence  of our  Conduct  is  blamed 

by  a  bufy  World,  fond  of  finding  Fault  without  confw 
dering  Circumftances,  or  giving  juft  Attention  to  Reafons 
which  might  be  offered  to  obviate  their  Clamours.  Let 
any  of  thefe  brave  Gentlemen,  who  fight  fo  many  fuc- 
cefsful  Engagements  over  a  Bottle,  imagine  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  300  Men,  and  labouring  under  the  Difad- 
vantages  above-mentioned,  and  would  he  not  accept  of 
worfe  Terms  than  Col.  Wajhington  agreed  to?  Which 
were  all  the.  Honours  of  War,  without  Mention  of  Af- 
failination,  or  any  o-ther  Expreflion  objected  to  in  the 
above-mentioned  Articles.  It  appears  to  me,  that  if  he 
did  not,  he  might  jufrly  be  faid  to  be  acceffary  to  the 
Dcftru£tion  of  fo  many  Men,  which  would  be  the  ine- 
vitable Confluence  of  his  miftaken  Courage  or  Obfti- 
nacy.  You  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  but  the  whole  Af- 
fair was  well  conducted,  when  the  French,  who  had  Uriel: 
Orders  to  give  no  Quarter,  and  to  pay  the  Indians  with 
our  Scalps  and  Spoils,  were  the  flrft  who  difcovered  an 
Inclination  to  treat.  That  they  had  fuch  Orders,  and 
intended  no  Quarter,  is  certain,,  from  the  Mouth  of  one 
of  their  own  Officers.  The  Story  of  our  firft  Engage- 
ment I  will  give  you  in  my  next,  and  let  the  French  term 
it  an  AfTaflmation,  or  what  they  pleafe,  I  am  ready  to 
embrace  the  fir  ft  Opportunity  of  being  concerned  in  fuch 
another. 

Yours,  &c. 

Adam  Stephen. 

After  thefe  two  Engagements,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
note  the  Reflections  made  by  the  Virginians  themfelves 
upon  thefe  very  different  Occurrences.  As  to  the  firif, 
the  Defeat  of  a  Handful  of  the  French  by  Col.  Wajhington^ 
hear  what  the  Writer  of  a  Letter  dated  at  Virginia  fays 
on  the  Occafion  :  "  We  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
are  all  in  the  greateft  Hurry  imaginable,  raifing  Men  for 
driving  the  French  from  the  Ohio,  and  fecuring  our  Indian 
Allies  from  Encroachments  from  thofe  good  Friends  for 
the  future.     The.  fmall  Advantage  gained  by  Col.  Wajh* 

ington 
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ington  gives  our  People  high  Spirits,  and  encourages  them 
to  enlift,  To  that  in  a  fhort  Time  you  may  expect  feme 
News.     When  the  Forces  raiting:   in   the  other  Colonies 
fhall  have  joined   us,  we  mall   out-number  the  Enemy, 
and  hope  in  one  Battle  to  put  an  End  to  their  high-blown 
Hopes.     Of  all  the  Quixote  Schemes,   furely  theirs  is  the 
moft   romantic  ;   to   march  Troops    fo   far  from  £hcebec9 
where  it  is  impomble  to  fupport  them,  if  they  meet  with 
the  leaft  Misfortune  :  For  from  our  principal  Settlements 
to  the  Ohio  is  little  more  than  an  hundred  Miles ;   from 
theirs  a  great  many  Hundreds ;  and  our  Colonies,  which 
they  have  furrounded  with  fuch  an  Handful  of  Men,   can 
each  of  them,  when  pufhed,    out-number  them.     The 
Troops  from  fome  of  the  neighbouring.  Colonies  are  juit 
arrived,   fo  that  we  fhall  be  in  Motion  in  a  few  Days.'\ 

What  were  the  Sentiments  of  the  fenfible  Men  among 
them,  after  the  unfortunate  Action  in  the  Great  Meadows^ 
may  be  learnt  from  the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  Virginia  by  an  Officer  : 

"  In  my  laft  I  promifed  to  give  you  fome  Account  of 
the  Country  we  are  fighting  for,  intending  to  fet  out  for 
the  Place  of  Action  in  a  few  Days  with  the  Caroline 
Troops  j  but  that  Account  mult  be  poftponed  for  fome 
Time.  By  what  fatal  Conduct  our  Scheme  of  driving 
jthe  French  from .  the  Ohio  was  blown  up,  I  don't  doubt 
but  before  now  is  publickly  talked  of  in  London.  It  is 
certain  the  treating  the  French  Troops  in  a  manner  they 
never  deferve,  is  the  Reafon  given  here  for  our  Mifcar- 
riage,  and  we  muft  wait  till  the  Troops  arrive  from  all 
our  other  Colonies  before  this  Mifchance  can  be  repaired. 
I  am  afraid  it  will  be  of  little  advantage  to  us,  for  the 
Government  of  England  to  fend  us  great  Guns  for  our 
Forts,  without  fending  People  capable  of  managing  them. 
That  trifling  Advantage  gained  over  a  Handful  of  French 
who  came  to  furprize  our  Convoy  by  almoft  double  the 
Number,  is,  no  doubt,  the  Occafion  of  our  prefent  un- 
happy AfFair.  It  is  a  new  Scheme  of  fighting,  for  three 
or  four  hundred  Men  to  go  feek  an  Enemy  treble  their 
Number,  when  only  by  delaying,  like  old  Fabius,  and 
reftraining  the  Impetuofity  of  their  Courage  for  a  few 
Days,  they  would  have  been  able  to  have  fought  the 
Enemy  even-handed.  I  hope  the  Lofs  we  have  met  with 
will  be  of  no  very  bad  Confequence,  but  confirm  us  all  in 

Qpinion 
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Opinion  of  uniting  with  the  other  Colonies  for  the  gene-* 
ral  Good,  and,  for  the  future  inftead  of  being  in  many 
fingle  Twigs,  which  are  eafily  broken,  make  one  Bundle 
that  will  be  krefift'ible." 

In  Penfylvania  the  French  made  no  lefs  Progrefs  than  in 
Virginia  \  as  appears  in  a- Letter  from  Philadelphia ',  dated 

May  24. cc  Laft  Night  Advice  came  from  the  back 

Parts  of  this  Province,  that  the  French  had  taken  the 
Block-houfe  and  Truck-houfe  erected  by  the  Virginians^ 
cut  off  all  our  Traders  but  two,  and  have  taken  in 
Goods,  Furs,  and  Skins  to  the  Amount  of  20,000 1% 
Sterling  at  leaft.  A- fatal  Stroke  to  many  here;  this  is  oh 
the  River  Ohio,  at  a  Place  called  Log*s  Town,  about  19,0 
Miles  from  hence  due  Weft.  How  they  willbediflodged, 
Time  will  (Hew  ;  but  the  Skin- trade  is  entirely  put  a  Stop 
to  by  this  Enterprife  of  the  French.  In  fhort,  our  Trade 
is  bad,  and  our  Expences  daily  increafing,  by  aping 
the  ummeaning  Follies  of  our  Mother  Couutry." 

The  Governor  of  Maryland  having  fent  CommifTaries 
to  meet  and  treat  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  at 
Albany,  Gatchradodow,  a  Sachem  of  the  Cayuge  Nation,- 
made  the  following  Speech  before  an  Audience  of  Gentle- 
men, and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  an  Entertain- 
ment the  6th  of  July,   1754. 

*  Brethren,   we  are  very  glad  to  fee  you  at  the   Fire 

*  now  burning  at  Albany  by  Order  of  the  great  King ;  and 

*  we  return  you  our  moft  hearty  Thanks  for  the  large 

*  Present  that  you  have  brought  us  from  our  Brethren  of 

*  Maryland,  and  we  (hall  always  retain  a  grateful  Senfe 

*  of  this  Kindnefs  of  our  Brethren,  for  we  are  aflured 
c  that  you  muft  have  been  actuated  by  a  true  and  fincere 

*  Love  for  us,  to  come  from  fo  diftant  a  Country  to  this 

*  Interview  with  (o  large  a  Testimonial  of  your  Regard 

*  for  us.  You  are  not  known  to  us  by  the  Name  of  7o- 
<  carryhogon,  a  Name,  we  hope  you.  and  your  Pofterity, 

*  will  continue  to   be  known  by  as  long  as  the  Sun  and 

*  Moon  (hall  endure  ;  by  this  Name  we  have  admitted 
4  you  of  our  Councel,  and  you  are  become  one  of  us ; 

*  to  confirm  which,  we  prefent  you  with  this  Belt,  [Gives 
«  a -Belt.] 

6  As  you  are  now  become  our  Brethren,    and  this  is  a' 

*  Time  of  Danger,  by    Reafon  the  Country  on  Ohio  is 

*  made  bloody,   we  hope  you  will  have  your  Eve$  and 

*  yGur 
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4  your  Ears  open  to  every  Thing  that  may  happen  to  be 
c  done  or  faid  in  which  we  may  be  concerned,  and  that 

*  you  will  give  us  early  Notice  thereof;  and  we,  on 
c  our  Parts,  will  not  tail  to  do  the  fame  by  youj  in  Com- 
c  firmation    of  which    Promife   we   give  you  this  Belt. 

*  [Gives  a  Belt.'] 

9  *  We  prefent  you  this  String  as  a  Token  of  brotherly 
c  Love  to  Tocarryhogon  himfelf ;  we  defire  he  will  not 
'  look  upon  this  as  a  mere  Ceremonv,  but  believe  that 
c  it  proceeds  from  the  Bottom  of  our  Hearts.'  [Gives  a 
Belt.] 

The  late  Defeat  of  our  Forces  on  the  Ohio  was  fb  far 
from  difeou raging  the  People  of  Maryland*  that  it  rather 
animated  them  to  exert  themfelves  with  the  greater  Vi- 
gour at  this  important  Juncture  ;  as  we  have  Reafon  to 
believe  from  the  following  fpirited  Speech  of  his  Excel- 
lency Horatio  Sharpe*  Efq;  Governor  of  that  Province, 
to  both  Houfes  of  A  (Terribly,  July  17,   1754. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Upper  and  Lozver  Houfes  of  Ajfemhly. 

The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have  attended  every 
Bufinefs  relative  to  the  common  Interefr  of  thefe  his  Ma- 
jelty's  Colonies,  obviates  every  Doubt  that  I  might  en* 
tertain  of  any  Exception  being  taken  at  my  calling  you 
together  fo  foon.  And  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  prefent 
dangerous  Situation  of  Affairs  will  not  only  evince  the 
Neceflity  of  it,  but  engage  you,  without  Hefitation, 
fully  to  comply  with  the  Directions  contained  \*\  the  Earl 
pf  Holdernefs's  Letter. 

The  Defigns  of  the  French  muft  now  be  evident  to 
every  one  :  They  have  openly,  in  Violation  of  all  Trea- 
ties, invaded  his  Majefty's  Territories,  and  committed 
the  moft  violent  A£h  of  Hoftility,  by  attacking  and  en- 
ti  1  el y  defeating  the  Virginia  Commander  Co!.  Wajhington. 

In  this  Emergency,  the  Hopes  and  Expectations  of  our 
Neighbours,  whom  in  Duty,  Honour,  and  Interefr,  we 
are  engaged  to  fupport  and  defend,  are  fixed  upon  us  for 
AfTiftance  ;  and  what  muft  the  World  think  of  our  Con- 
duel:,  or,  what  Calamities  may  we  not  expect,  if,  from 
an  unfeafonable  Parfimony,  we  coldly  look  on  while 
they  are  cut  to  Pieces  ?  The  boundlefs  Ambition  of  the 
common  Enemy,  and  the  cruel  Rage  of  their  Savage  Al- 
lies, now  upon  our  Borders,  flulhed  with  Victory,   re- 

Jv  quires 
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quires  a  vigorous  and   immediate  Exertion  of  all   our 
Powers  to  check  their  Progrefs. 

The  Indians,  who  are  our  Friends,  likewife  claim  our 
Afliftance.  While  their  Warriors  are  in  the  Field  with  ' 
Our  Troops,  their  Women  and  Children  are  fent  to  us 
to  be  protected  and  fupported  :  This  is  the  greater!:  De- 
monftration  they  can  give  of  the  Confidence  they  place 
"m  us.  Nor  can  I  doubt,  but  that  at  this  critical  Period, 
when  the  French  are  employing  every  Artifice  to  alienate 
their  Affections  from  us,  you  will  embrace  fo  fair  an  Op- 
portunity of  firmly  attaching  them  entirely  to  our  In- 
tereft,  in  taking  Care  to  have  their  Wives  and  Children 
kindly  and  hofpitably  treated  while  they  are  obliged  to 
fray  with  us,  and  implore  our  Protection. 

As  our  Settlements  on  the  Frontiers  muft  be  the  firft 
expofed  to  the  Inroads  of  the  Enemy,  I  have  ordered  as 
Supply  of  Ammunition  to  Frederick  County  ;  and,  with 
the  Advice  of  his  Lordfhip's  Council  of  State,  ifTued  a 
Proclamation,  for  the  Militia  to  be  put  in  the  beft  Pof- 
ture  of  Defence,  that  they  may  be  prepared  to  act  in 
Cafe  of  Neceflity  :  And^  by  the  fame  Advice,  have,  at 
the  earneft  Requeft  of  Col.  Lines,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Carolina  Forces,  granted  a  Supply  of  Arms,  which, 
confidering  the  prefenf  Urgency  of  Affairs,  could  not 
have  been  denied. 

The  Money  in  the  Treafurer's  Hands,  for  the  pur- 
chailng  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  being  near  exhaufted, 
I  muft  recommend  to  you,  in  the  ftrongeft  Manner,  the 
railing  a  fufficient  Fund  for  that  Purpofe,  fo  necefTary  at 
this  Time  for  the  Defence  of  the  Province :  And  muft 
likewife  obferve,  that  the  prefent  State  of  the  Militia^ 
requires  your  moft  ferious  Attention. 

Gentlemen, 

There  never  was  a  Conjuncture,  in  which  your  Una- 
nimity, Vigour,  and  Difpatch  were  more  necefTary  than 
now :  And,  as  I  depend  upon  the  Prudence  of  your  Re- 
solutions, I  am  perfuaded  you  will  make  fuch  Provifions 
adequate  to  the  prefenc  Emergency,  as  will  beft  exprefs 
your  Zeal  for  his  Majefty's  Service,  the  Security  and 
Welfare  of  this  Province,  and  the  Support  of  the  com- 
mon Caufe." 

This 
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This  animated  Speech  had  fuch  an  Effect  upon  the 
Affembly,  that  they  immediately  granted  6000  /.  towards 
the  Afiijtance  of  the  Virginians,  and  for  the  Relief  and 
Support  of  the  Wives  and  Children  of  their  Indian  Al- 
lies who  (hall  enter  into  their  Alliance,  the  whole  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  his  Excellency  their  Governor  fhall  think 
proper. 

Thus  have  we  given  as  full  a  View,  as  the  few  Mate- 
rials we  have  been  furnifhed  with,  would  enable  us,  of 
the  hoftile  Proceedings  of  the  French,  with  their  treache- 
rous and  perfidious  .Conduit,  in  regard  to  our  American 
Colonies,  and  in  what  Manner  the  Englijh  have  behaved 
towards  them.  It  is  fome  Time  fince  we  left  New  En?- 
lands  but  we  muft  not  therefore  imagine  that  the  French 
were  lefs  vigilant  or  active  in  molefting  and  diftreffing 
that  Settlement,  than  they  were  in  extending  their  Inva- 
sions and  Encroachments  upon  the  other  Colonies.  Their 
Miilionaries  fpread  themfelves  among  the  Indians  with 
the  fole  View  of  imbittering  their  Spirits  againft  the 
Englijh  ;  and  their  indefatigable  Labours  were  attended 
but  with  too  much  Succefs.  They  fpirited  them  up  to 
commit  the  moft  horrible  cruelties  upon  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  at  Times  when  the  People  thought  they 
were  at  perfect  Amity  with  them.  But  wTe  fhall  have 
a  pretty  diftinct  View  of  the  Conduct  both  of  the  French 
and  Englijh,  if  we  read  with  Attention  the  following 
Speech  of  William  Shirley,  Efq;  delivered  to  the  great 
and  general  Affembly  of  Meffachujet* 's  Bay  in  New  England^ 
March  28,  1754. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

Having  received  in  Recefs  of  the  Courts,  fome  Dif- 
patches  which  nearly  concern  the  Welfare  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  require  a  general  Atten- 
dance of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  at  this  Meeting 
of  the  Affembly,  that  the  Matters  contained  in  them 
might  have  as  full  and  fpeedy  a  Confideration,  as  the  Im~ 
portance  of  them  feems  to  demand. 

By  Accounts  lent  from  Richmond  Fort,  and  Declara- 
tions made  before  me  and  his  Majefty's  Council  by  two 
of  the  Settlers  at  Frankfort,  upon  the  River  Kennebeck% 
I  am  informed,  that  in  the  Summer  before  lair,  a  conq- 
uerable Number  of  the  French  fettled  themfelves  on  a, 

•    K  %  noted 
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noted  Carrying-place,  made  ufe  of  by  the  feveral  Indian 
Tribes  inhabiting  that  Part  of  the  County,  in  their  Pai- 
fage  to  and  from  Canada,  which  feparates  the  Head  of 
the  aforefaid  River  from  that  of  the  River  Claudiere, 
which  laft  falls  into  the  great  River  St.  Lawrence,  at 
four  Miles  and  a  half  above  the  City  of  Quebec. 

And  I  have  received  further  Intelligence  that  the  French 
are  fettled  very  thick  for  twelve  Miles  on  each  Side  the 
faid  River  Claudicre,  at  about  thirty  Miles  Diftance  above 
the  Mouth  of  it,  and  in  the  Mid-way  between  the  River 
St.  Laivrence,  and  the  before-mentioned  Carrying- place. 
And  the  Captain  of  Richmond  Fort,  in  his  Letter,  dated 
23d  of  laft  January,  informs  me,  that  the  Norridge- 
wock  Indians  had  declared  to  him,  "  That  they  had  given 
the  new  French  Settlers  upon  the  Carrying- place,  Liberty 
to  hunt  any  where  in  that  Country,  as  a  Recompence 
for  the  great  Service  thev  will  be  of  to  them  in  a  Time 
of  War  with  the  Englijh,  by  fupplying  them  with  Provi- 
fions  and  military  Stores." 

The  fame  Officer  farther  acquaints  me,  in  another 
Letter  dated  Feb.  11,  That  feveral  Indians  of  the  Arrejfi- 
gunticook,  and  fome  of  the  Penobfcott  Tribe,  amounting, 
together  with  the  Norridge-wock  Indians,  to  fixty  effec- 
tive Men,  befides  Boys  capable  of  bearing  Arms,  were 
then  lately  arrived  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Fort 
under  his  Command  ;  and  that  tho'  they  afiembled  there 
undcx  Pretence  of  writing  a  joint  Letter  to  me,  as  they 
had  done,  yet  he  had  Reafon  to  expecl:,  from  their  haughty 
infolent  Behaviour,  the  repeated  open  Threats  of  fome  of 
them,  and  the  private  Warnings  from  others,  that  as  foon 
as  the  Rivers  mould  be  free  from  Ice,  they  would  commit 
Hoftilities  againfl:  the  Englifiupon  that  and  the  neighbour-^ 
ing  Rivers ;  in  which  they  intimate,  they  are  to  be  ailifted 
by  a  Number  of  French  from  Canada,  difguifed  like 
Indians.  And  in  another  Letter  dated  the  10th  of  March , 
he  acquaints  me,  that  the  French  Prieft,  Miflionary  to  the 
Indians  of  the  River  Kennebeck,  appeared  to  h:m  to  be 
continually  ufing  Artifices  to  excite  the  Indians  to  prevent 
our  Settlements  from  being  extended  higher  up,  to  {et 
them  at  Variance  with  the  Englijh,  and  difpofe  them  to 
a  War  with  them  this  Spring. 

Mod  of  thefe  Accounts  are  confirmed  by  the  Declara- 
tions of  the  before-mentioned  Letters  at  Frankfort,  with 

the 
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the  additional  Circum fiances,  that  the  French  Prieft  had 
been  very  inquifitive  after  Roma?i  Catholick  Families  in 
this  Settlement ;  and  ufed  Endeavours  to  draw  off  fome 
of  the  Inhabitants  into  the  Service  of  the  French',  parti- 
cularly for  building  a  Chapel  and  a  Dwelling-houfe  for 
himfelf  upon  that  River,  about  three  or  four  Miles  above 
Cujhana,  and  at  the  Diftanceof  twenty-four  from  Frank- 
font  ',  and  been  very  induftrious  to  perfuade  them  that  it 
was  within  the  French  Territories.  And  the  Indians  have 
further  declared,  that  they  have  been  inftigated  by  the 
Governor  of  Canada  to  hinder  the  Englijh  from  fettling 
upon  any  Part  of  the  River,  which  is  ftrongly  confirm- 
ed by  a  Depofition  of  Captain  Lithgow,  made  in  Auguji 

laft. 

1 

Upon  this  Occafion,  Gentlemen,  I  fent  as  foon  as 
might  be,  with  the  Advice  of  his  Majefty's  Council, 
the  necefTary  Reinforcements  of  Men  and  Stores  to  all 
the  eaftern  Forts,  illued  Commiffions  for  railing, fix  In- 
dependent Companies  in  the  Townfhips  and  Diftric~ts 
near  adjacent,  With  Orders  for  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
to  hold  themfelves  in  conftant  Readinefs  to  march  upon 
any  Alarm,  to  the  Succour  of  any  Fort  or  Settlement 
which  may  be  attacked,  to  cut  off  the  Enemy  in  their 
Retreat ;  and  in  Cafe  they  fhould  find  that  the  Norridge- 
wock  Indians  wave  committed  Hoftilities,  to  break  up 
their  Villages  and  Settlemements  upon  Kennebeck,  and  to 
kill  or  captivate  all  they  can  meet  with  of  their  Tribe. 
I  likewife  ordered  an  Officer,  commiffioned  by  me  for 
that  Purpofe,  to  proceed  by  the  firft  Opportunity,  to  the 
iuppofed  Place  of  the  new  French  Settlement,  in  order 
ta  difcover  the  Certainty  and  Circumftances  of  it ;  and 
to  require  the  French  Commandant  to  retire  and  with- 
draw the  People  under  his  Command  from  that  Spot, 
as  being  under  his  Majefty's  Dominion,  and  within  the 
Limits  of  this  Government. 

And  I  doubt  not,  Gentlemen,  from  your  diftinguifhed 
Zeal  for  the  Defence  of  his  Majefty's  Territories,,  and 
the  Protection  of  his  Subjects  within  this  Government 
upon  all  Occafions,  but  hat  upon  the  Refufal  of  the 
French  to  comply  with  that  Requifition,  you  will  make 
fufficient  Provihon  for  enabling  me  to  compel  them  with 
the  armed  Force  of  the  Province  to  free  it  from  their 
Encroachments, 

The 
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The  Concern,  Gentlemen,  which  you  exprefs  in  your 
Mefiage  to  me  at  our  Meeting  in  December  laft,  upon 
your  Apprehenfions  of  the  imminent  Danger  the  Pro- 
vince was  in,  upon  the  French  having  fortified  themfelves 
upon  the  River  of  St.  jsbnj  clofe  to  our  Borders,  leaves 
me  no  Room  to  doubt  of  your  being  fenfible  of  the  fatal 
Confequences  in  general  that  muft  attend  Encroachments, 
which  it  fecms  they  are  now  puihing  into  the  Heart  of 
the  Province  (as  the  general  Court  in  a  Vote  pafled  the 
1 6th  of  'January,  1749,  juftly  called  the  River  Kennebeck) 
unlefs  they  are  timely  removed. 

But  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  obferve  to  you 
In  particular,  that  it  appears  from  Extracts,  which  I  have 
lately  caufed  to  be  made  of  fome  original  Letters  taken 
among  Father  Rollers  Papers  at  breaking  up  the  Indian 
Settlement  at  Nor  ridge- wock  in  1724,  and  which  pafled 
between  him,  Father  Lauverjat,  Prieft  of  the  Penob- 
fcott  Tribe,  and  Father  Le  Chajfe,  Superior  of  the  Je- 
iuits  at  Quebec,  during  the  IndianWar  in  1723  and  1724; 
that  the  Head  of  Kennebeck  River,  near  which  the  Indians 
have  declared  the  French  have  made  a  new  Settlement, 
was  the  Center  of  moft  of  the  Tribes  then  at  War  with 
us,  and  the  general  Rendezvous  of  all  that  came  to  the 
eaftern  Parts  ;  the  Hurons,  the  Iroquois  of  the  Falls  of  St. 
Lewis,  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francis  (or  Arrejjlgunticooks)  and 
the  Indians  of  the  Seignorij  (as  the  French  call  them)  of 
Becancour  on  the  other  Hand,  ufed  to  afTemble  with  the 
Norridge-wocks  here,  from  their  feveral  Settlements,  and 
the  Penobjcots  from  their  River,  on  the  other:  Here  they 
held  their  Confutations,  and  from  hence  ifiued  in  Par- 
ties united  or  feparate,  as  belt,  fuited  them,  againft  the 
Englijh  j  hither  they  retired  after  AcYion,  and  brought 
their  wounded  for  Relief;  and  heie,  if  thev  met  with 
Provifions,  they  fared  well  j  if  not,  they  fuffered  greatly 
for  Want  of   them. 

It  appears  further  from  thefe  Letters,  that  the  ieveral 
French  Mifiionaries  chiefly  conducted  and  managed  this 
War;  that  they  had  the  Care  of  fupplying  the  Indians 
with  the  neceflary  Provifions  and  Stores  for  carrying  it 
on ;  were  employed  to  perfevere  in  it,  and  to  pufh  them 
on  to  their  boldeft  Enterprizes ;  that  they  tranfmitted 
Accounts  of  their  Proceedings  to  the  Government  of  Ca- 
nada thro'  the  Hands  of  the  Superior  of  the   Jefuits  at 

Quebec^ 


FRENCH    POLICY.  79 

Quebec,  thro'  whom  like  wife  they  received  their  Direc- 
tions from  thence  ;  as  the  Governor  of  Canada  feems  to 
have  done  his,  upon  this  Occafion,  from  the  Court  of 
France. 

And  I  would  further  obferve,  that  this  Route  affords 
the  French  a  fhorter  Paffage  for  making  Defcents  from 
Quebec  upon  this  Province,  and  deftroying  the  whole 
Province  of  Maine,  with  the  King's  Woods  there,  and 
in  the  Government  of  New  Hampjhire,  than  any  other 
from  Canada. 

Thefe  Advantages,  which  the  Poffeffion  of  this  River 
would  give  the  French  over  this  Province,  make  it  eafy 
to  account  for  their  conftant  Endeavours  ever  fince  the 
Treaty  of  Breda,  at  which  it  was  determined,  in  the 
mofl  folernn  Manner,  between  the  two  Crowns,  that  the 
River  Pentagoet  or  Penobfcot,  was  the  Boundary  between 
New  England  and  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia,  to  extend  the 
Limits  by  Claim  upon  all  Occafions  fas  in  Facl:  they  have 
done)  to  the  eaftern  Side  of  the  River  Kennebeck ;  altho' 
they  never  atttempted,  till  within  thefe  few  Years,  to 
pafs  over  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  within  the  Extent  of 
this  Province. 

I  am  fatisfied  it  is  needlefs  for  me,  Gentlemen,  to  urge 
any  Thing  more  to  (hew  how  necefTary  for  the  Safety 
of  this  Government  it  is,  that  we  mould  fecure  to  our- 
felves  the  PoffefEon  of  this  important  River  againft  the 
Encroachments  of  the  French  without  Delay  :  And  I 
think  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  in  that  Country 
muft  convince  you,  how  vain  a  Scheme  it  would  be  to 
have  your  fole  Dependance  for  gaining  this  Point  upon 
making  annual  Prefents  to  the  Indians,  who  appear  to  have 
cnteied  into  an  Alliance  with  the  French  againft  us;  and 
have  {hewed  evident  Marks  of  their  Difpofition  to  put 
tjie  River  into  their  Power. 

How  different  are  fuch  Proceedings  from  thofe  of  the 
French?  Whilft  we  have  been  fuing  in  vain  to  a  few 
Indians  for  their  Permiflion  to  fettle  Lands  within  the 
undoubted  Limits  of  this  Province,  and  which  them- 
felves  cannot  deny  have  been  purchafed  of  their  Ancef- 
tors  ;  and  have  in  Effect  promifed  them  a  yearly  Tribute 
to  reftrain  them  from  committing  A&s  of  Hoftilities  a- 
gainft  us;  the  French  have  marched  Armies  into  diftant 
Countries  of  numerous   and  powerful    Tribes,    which 

without. 
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without  any  Colour  of  Right  they  have  invaded ; 
they  have  forbid  them  to  make  further  Grants  of  any 
of  their  Lands  to  the  Englijh,  and  have  built  and 
are  ftill  building  ftrong  Forts,  with  an  avowed  Intent 
to  drive  them  off  from  the  Lands  already  granted  to 
them,  to  exclude  them  from  all  Commerce  with  thofe 
Indians,  whom  they  have  threatened  with  Deftru£f,ion, 
if  they  fhall  prefume  to  interfere  in  their  Favour. 

It  is  Time,  Gentlemen,  for  you  to  defift  from  having 
your  chief  Dependance  on  temporary  Expedients,  which 
ieem  rather  to  have  expofed  the  Government  to  the  Con- 
tempt of  the  Indians,  than  to  have  conciliated  their 
Friendship  to  it ;  and  take  Counfel  in  Part  from  the  Po- 
licy of  our  Neighbours. 

Vigorous  Meafures  againft  the  French,  in  Cafe  they 
fhall  refufe  to  quit  his  Majefty's  Territories  within  this 
Government,  without  being  compelled  to  it  by  Force ; 
building  a  ftrong  Fort  near  the  Head  of  the  River  Ken- 
nebec k,  above  the  Settlements  of  the  Norridge-wock  Indians* 
and  pufhing  on  our  Settlements  upon  it,  in  a  defenfible 
Manner,  would  effectually  rid  the  Province  of  the  En- 
croachments of  the  former,  and  either  hold  the  latter  in 
a  due  Dependance  upon  us,  or  oblige  them  to  abandon 
the  River. 

And  further,  by  making  ourfelves,  thro*  this  Means, 
Mafters  of  the  Pals,  which  was  the  general  Place  of 
Rendezvous  during  the  Indian  War  in  1723-  and  1724, 
of  all  the  Tribes  en^a^ed*  in  it,  both  in  their  Incurfions 
and  Retreats,  we  fhould  have  it  in  our  Power  to  curb  all 
thofe  Indians  for  the  future  j  and  in  a  great  Meafure  pre- 
vent them  from  attempting  to  make  Depredations  in  our 
expofed  Settlements. 

I  muft  further  obferve  to  you,  upon  this  Occafion,  Gen- 
tlemen, how  dangerous  Delays  to  make  fat  table  Prepara- 
tions for  removing  the  French  would  be. 

How  practicable  was  it  firft  to  put  a  Stop  to  their  Pro- 
ceedings, in  building  their  Fort  at  Crown  Point  ?  And 
you  can't  but  remember  what  mifchievous  Effects  of  the 
Neglect  to  do  that  in  the  Beginning,  were  felt  by  this 
and  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  the  Ravages  which 
they  fuffered  from  thence  during  the  late  War. 

A  lhort  Delav  to  diflodge  them  from  their  Encroach- 

ments  near  the  River  Kennekck>  might  give  them  an  Op- 
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portunity  of  making  themfelves  Mailers  of  that  River 
likewife  in  the  End ;  and  in  that  Cafe  we  may  expect 
foon  to  fee  another  Fort  built  by  them  near  the  Mouth 
of  it,  and  the  French  in  PofTeffton  of  all  the  Sea-coaft 
between  that  and  the  River  St.  John. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council^  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

I  hope  you  will  proceed  in  the  Confideration  of  thefe 
Matters  with  that  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  which  his 
Majefty's  Service  and  the  Safety  of  the  Province  requires ; 
and  that  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  will  make  the  necefiary  Supplies. 

Council  Chamber* 

March  28, 1754.  W.  Shirley. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

The  Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this  his 
Majefty's  Province,  have  given  very  great  Attention  to 
the  two  Speeches  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  make 
to  the  Chair,  on  the  20th  of  March  and  the  2d  of  April, 
We  are  fenfible  they  contain  Matters  of  the  laft  Impor- 
tance, not  only  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Government, 
but  to  every  other  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  in  America, 
to  the  Britijh  Intereit  in  general,  and  to  the  Intereft  of 
all  Europe. 

It  now  evidently  appears,  that  the  French  are  now  far 
advanced  in  the  Execution  of  a  Plan,  projected  more 
than  fifty  Years  fince,  for  the  extending  their  PoiTeflions 
from  the  Mouth  of  the  Mifjiftppi  on  the  South,  to  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  on  the  North,  for  fecuring  the  valt  Body  of 
Indians  in  that  Country,  and  for  fubjecling  this  whole 
Continent  to  the  Crown  of  France:  This  Plan,  agree- 
able to  the  Genius  and  Policy  of  the  French  Nation,  was 
laid  for  a  future  Age,  the  Operation  of  it  has  been  gra- 
dual, and  almoft  inienfible,  while  the  "Britijh  Govern- 
ments in  the  Plantations  have  been  confulting  temporary 
Expedients,  and  they  are  in  Danger  of  continuing  to  do 
fo  until  it  be  too  late  to  be  defeared.  And  however  im- 
probable it  may  feem  that  this  Scheme  (hould  fucceed, 
fince  the  French  Inhabitants  on  the  Continent,  at  prefent, 
bear  but  a  fmall  Proportion  to  the  Englijlo ;  yet  there  are 
many  other  Circumftancea  which  give  them  a  great  Ad* 

L  vantage 
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-vantage  over  us,  and  which,  if  not  attended  to,  will  foon 
Overbalance  our  Superiority  in  Numbers. 

The  French  pay  no  Regard  to  the  mod  folemn  Engage- 
ments, but  immediately    after   a  Peace,  take  and  keep 
Poffeffion  of  a   Country,  which,  by  Treaty,  they  had 
juft  before  exprefly  ceded,  whilft.  the  Englijh  in  the  Plan- 
tations,   afraid   of  incurring   Difpleafure,    and  of  being 
inftrumental   of  bringing  on  a  War  in  Europe^    fuffer 
thefe   Encroachments   to  be   made  and  continued.     The 
French  in  Time  of  Peace,  are  continually  exciting   the 
Indians  fettled  among  them  to  come  upon  our  Territories 
to  kill  and  captivate  our  People,  and   to  carry  the  Scalps 
and  Prifoners  to   Canada^  where,  as  we  have  full  Evi- 
dence, a  Reward  is  given  for  them,   and   by  this  Means 
we  are  prevented  from  extending  our  Settlements  in  our 
Country,  while  the  Englijh^  from  the  Principle  juft  now 
mentioned,  fcruple  to  avenge  themfelves  by  carrying  the 
War  into  the  Indian  Settlements,  left  they  fhould  annoy 
his    Majefty's   Allies,    with  whom  our  moft  barbarous 
Enemies   are  intermixed,  and  by  whom   they  are  che- 
rifhed  and   encouraged.     The  French  have  under-  their 
Influence   by  far  the  greateft  Number  of  Indians  on  the 
Continent,  whilft  the  Englijh  ^  by  the  different  Method 
of  the  feveral  Governments,  are  in  Danger  of  lofing  the 
fmall  Proportion  which  are  at  prefent  attached  to  them. 
The  French  have  but  one   Intereft,  and    have    but  one 
Point  in  View  ;  the  Englijh  Governments   have  different 
Interefts,  are  difunited,  fome  of  them  have  their  Fron- 
tiers covered  by  their   neighbouring  Governments,  and 
not  being  immediately  affected  feem  unconcerned.     The 
French  are  fupported  by  the  Treafure  of  France^  which 
feems  now  more  and  more  to  have  made  the  Plantations 
the  Object  of  its  Attention  ;  the   Englijh   Governments 
are  obliged  to  carry  on  any  Scheme  at  their  own  Ex- 
pence,  and  are  not  able  to  fupport  any  great  Undertak- 
ing. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  Difadvantages  which  the  Eng+ 
lijh  at  prefent  labour  under,  and  they  are  not  likely  to  be 
removed  without  his  Majefty's  gracious  Interpofition. 

We  therefore  defire  your  Excellency  to  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  expofed  hazardous  State  of  thefe  his  Go- 
vernments, and  humbly  to  pray  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  caufe  the  moft  effectual  Meafures  t9  be  taken  for  the 

Removal 
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Removal  of  any  French  Forts  or  Settlements  that  are  or 
may  be  made  in  any  Part  of  his  Territories  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  in  particular,  that  the  Subjects  of  the  French 
King  may  be  compelled  to  quit  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
where,  indirect  Violation  of  the  moft  exprefs  Agreement  to 
the  contrary,  they  are  daily  increafing  and  fortifying  them- 
felves  ;  that  his  Majefty  will  allow  and  order,  that  when- 
foever  the  Indians  who  are  fettled  among  the  French,  or 
are  under  their  Direction  and  Countroul,  fball  captivate 
and  deftroy  his  Englijh  Subjects,  his  refpective  Govern- 
ments (hall  fuffer  and  encourage  the  Indians  who  are 
in  the  Englijh  Intereft,  to  make  Reprifals  upon  the  French, 
there  being  no  other  Way  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Incurfions 
of  the  French  Indians,  or  of  forwarding  the  Settlements 
on  our  Frontiers  ;  that  Affairs  which  relate  to  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Allies  under  fome  general 
Direction,  as  his  Majefty  mail  think  proper,  mav  be 
conftantlv  regarded,  and  that  the  Interefls  or  Meafures 
of  particular  Governments  or  Perfons,  may  not  be  fup-. 
pofed  to  interfere  with  fuch  Directions';  that  the  feveral 
Governments  may  be  obliged  to  bear  the  Proportion  of 
the  Charge  of  defending  his  Majefty's  Territories  againft 
the  Encroachments  of  the  French,  and  the  Ravages  and 
Incurfions  of  the  Indians ;  and  that  in  Cafe  of  any  great 
and  heavy  Charge,  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  afford  Relief. 

In  the  mean  Time,  we  affure  your  Excellency,  that 
we  are  ready  to  do  every  Thing  that  can  he  expected 
from  us  on  the"prefent  Emergency.  We  think  ourfelves 
happy  that  we  have  a  Gentleman  at  the  Head  of  the 
Province  who  is  fo  perfectly  acquainted  with  his  Majef- 
ty's  juft  Title  to  the  Countries  encroached  upon  by  the 
French,  who  has  given  fuch  diftinguifhed  Proofs  of  his 
Zeal  for  his  Majefty 's  Service,  whofe  Endeavours  to  de- 
fend his  Territories,  and  enlarge  his  Dominions  in  Time 
of  War  have  been  attended-  with  fuch  happy  Succefs, 
and  whofe  Abhorrence  of  fuch  perfidious  Invafions  in 
Time  of  Peace  we  are  fo  well  acquainted  with.  We 
take  great  Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  in  the  Meafures  taken 
by  your  Excellency,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Majefty's 
Council,  in  the  Recefs  of  the  Court,  and  will  chearfully 
fupport  the  Execution  of  them. 

L  2  We 
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We  look  upon  it  to  be  of  abiblute  Neceffity,  that  the 
French  fhould,  at  all  Events,  be  prevented  from  making 
any  Settlements  whatever  on  the  River  Kennebeck,  or  the 
Carrying-place  at  the  Head  of  it. 

As  Richmond  Fort  on  that  River  is  in  a  decayed  State, 
we  defire  your  Encellency  to  order  a  new  Fort  to  be 
erected  of  about  120  Feet  Square,  as  far  up  the  River 
above  Richmond  Fort  as  your  Excellency  (hall  think  fit, 
and  to  caufe  the  Garrifon,  Artillery,  and  Stores  at  Rich- 
mond, to  be  removed  to  the  new  Fort,  and  the  old  one 
to  be  demolished. 

We  pray  your  Excellency  likewife  to  order  a  fumcient 
Force  up  to  the  Carrying- place,  to  remove  the  French 
that  may  be  fettled  there  :  But  as  we  apprehend  the  Suc- 
cefs,  under  Providence,  will  depend  very  much  on  your 
taking  this  Affair  into  your  immediate  Care  and  Direc- 
tion ;  we  therefore  pray  your  Excellency  to  fubmit  to 
the  Inconveniencies  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Eaitern  Parts 
of  the  Province;  and  there  to- give  fuch  Orders  for  the 
Purpofe  aforefaid,  as  you  {hall  find  necelTary.  And  that 
your  Excellency's  Perfon  may  be  fecure  againfl  any  At- 
tempts of  the  French  and  Indians,  and  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  effect  the  building  the  Fort  aforefaid  ;  and  to 
deftroy  any  French  Settlements  that  may  be  carrying  on, 
we  will  make  Provifion  for  the  Pay  and  Subfiftence  of 
500  Men  ;  which  Number,  including  the  fix  indepen- 
dent Companies  already  ordered,  we  defire  you  to  caufe 
to  be  inlifted  as  foon  as  you  (hall  think  proper.  We  will 
likewife  make  ample  Provifion  for  your  Excellency's 
Voyage,  and  for  an  Interview  with  the  Indians,  if  you 
fhall  find  it  expedient. 

We  hope,  by  your  Excellency's  prudent  Management, 
thefe  Indians  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  their  Intereir, 
to  continue  at  Peace  with  us  ;  and  we  are  fincerely  de- 
firous  that  every  Thing  may  be  done  which  may  tend  to 
perpetuate  the  fame. 

We  will  readily  defray  the  Charge  cf  fupporting  and 
educating  a  confiderable  Number  of  the  Indian  Children, 
if  your  Excellency  can  prevail  on  their  Friends  to  agree 
to  it. 

We  are  fitu:/;ed  remote  from  the  Six  Nations,  and 
have  never  had  the  Benefit  of  a  Trade  with  them,  yet 
we  have  frequently  joined   in    the    Treaties  with  them, 

and 
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and  have  contributed  largely  towards  Prefents  and  other 
Expences  attending  fuch  Treaties,  and  are  (till  ready  to 
do  all  that  can  be  reafonably  expected  from  us,  for  fecur- 
ing  their  Attachment  to  his  Majefty's  Intereft. 

Your  Excellency  muft  be  fenfible  that  an  Union  of 
the  feveral  Governments  for  their  mutual  Defence,  and 
for  the  Annoyance  of  the  Enemy,  has  long  been  defired 
by  this  Province,  and  Propofals  made  for  this  Purpoie; 
we  are  ftill  in  the  fame  Sentiments,  and  mall  ufe  our 
Endeavours  to  effec~t  it. 

Purfuant  to  this  MefTage  from  the  AfTembly,  the  Go- 
vernor foon  afterwards  fet  out  on  his  Voyage  to  execute 
his  CommilHcn,  and  after  an  Abfence  of  about  fix  Months, 
he  returned,  and  having  aflembled  the  two  Houfes,  he  gave 
them  an  Account  of  his  Progrefs,  and  the  feveral  Tranfac- 
tions  he  had  been  engaged  in,  to  the  Effect  following. 

That  purfuant  to  their  Requeft  he  had  raifed  800  Men, 
and  embarked  with  them  for  Falmouth  in  Cafco  Bay, 
where  he  had  Conference  with  the  Norridgewock  and 
Penobfcot  Indians,  with  whom  he  had  renewed  Alliance. 
From  thence  he  proceded  with  his  Forces  and  Work- 
men to  the  River  Kennebeck,  in  order  to  build  a  new 
Fort  there  above  that  at  Richmond,  and  went  to  the 
Head  of  the  River,  and  the  Carrying-place  between  that 
and  the  River  Claudiere,  but  found  no  French  Settlements. 
The  Place  he  pitched  upon  for  erecting  a  Fort  was,  a 
Fork  or  Point  of  Land  formed  by  meeting  of  the  Rivers 
Kennebeck  and  Sebaftoocook,  37  Miles  higher  than  the  Fort 
at  Richmond.  But  as  the  River  Kennebeck,  is  not' naviga- 
ble for  Sloops  for  18  Miles  between  Cu/hemock  and  Ta- 
connet,  by  Reafon  of  Shoals,  Rocks,  and  flrong  Cur- 
rents, he  had  caufed  a  large  defenfible  Storehouie  to  be 
built  at  Cujhemsck,  to  lodge  the  Province's  Stores  at  in 
their  PafTage  toTaconnet.  The  new  Fort,  called  Haiti- 
fax,  was  capable  of  holding  400  Men,  and  he  left  a  Gar- 
rifon  in  it  of  100.  For  the  Convenience  of  directing 
the  Operations  at  the  Fort  and  elfewhere,  he  refided  the 
whole  Time  at  Falmouth,  with  fome  of  his  Majefty's 
Council  to  aiTift  him  with  their  Advice,  The  Vigilance 
nnd  Activity  of  the  Officers  in  doing  their  Duty  was 
extraordinary.  In  efFecling  thefe  Services,  he  had  been 
as  good  a  Hulband  for  the  Province  as  he  could,  without 
hazarding  the  Succefs  of  them.     He  difmifled  the  Ship 

which 
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which  carried  him  and  other  Gentlemen  as  foon  as  con- 
veniently he  could  j  and  equal  Care  was  taken  to  difmifs 
the  Tranfports  after  the  Soldiers   were  landed  at    Cujhe- 
mock,  no  more  being  retained  than  what   were  neceflary 
for  receiving  the  Supplies  of  Provifions,  and  other  Stores 
for  the  Troops,  and  Materials  for  building  Fort  Hallifax, 
The  Troops  were  likewife  difcharged  as  foon  as  ever  the 
Service  would  admit  of  it.     The  Troops,  by  marching 
on  both  Sides  the  River  Kennebeck  to   the  Head   of  it, 
have   probably  prevented  any    future    Attempts   of  the 
French,  and  gained  the  Knowledge  of  a  River  and  Coun- 
try highly  neceflary  to  be  known.     This  Expedition  will 
be  of  the  greateft  Advantage,  confidering  what  a  Spirit 
the  French  at  Canada  and  their  Jefuits  had  raifed  in  the  In- 
dians, and    that  it  has  prevented  a  general  War  with  the 
Indians.     That  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thomas 
Robin/on,  one  of  his  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State,  allur- 
ing him  of  his  Majefty's  Approbation  of  the   Meafures 
that  Government  had   taken.     Recommends  it  to  them 
to  provide  for   the  Difcharge  of  the  Debts  incurred  by 
this  Expedition,  particularly  what  had  been  unavoidably 
occafioned   by  the  Aflaults   made  by  the  Canada  Indians 
on  our  Weftern   Frontiers,  while  he  was  abfent  in  the 
Eaftern.     Lays   before  them  a  Journal  of  the  Commi£- 
fioners  of  feveral   Provinces  and  Colonies  at  a  late  Con- 
vention at  Albany,  containing  a  Scheme  for  uniting  all 
the   Englijh  Governments   in   North  America ;  and   that 
the  French  fpare  no  Pains  to  difengage  the  Six  Nations 
from  the  Englijh. 

We  have  before  mentioned  the  Nation  of  Indians  cal- 
led the  Twightwecs,  in  Alliance  with  the  Englijh,  and 
who  being  invaded  by  the  French,  with  a  Defign  to  cut 
them  all  off,  routed  and  killed  almoft  the  whole  Party. 
By  Letters  from  New  York,  dated  in  Oclober  laft,  it  was 
adviled,  that  the  Twighiivees  had  fent  fome  of  their  head 
Men  to  the  lower  Shawana  Town  on  the  River  0/;w5 
with  the  following  Meffage, 


OlA,, 


cc  Brethren,  the  Sh?wanefe, 

You  know  that   the  French  have  invaded  our  Country 

on  all  Sides  ; Why  do  you  fit  ftill  ? Will  you  be 

Slaves  to  the  French,  and  fuffer  them  to  be  Mailers  of  all 
the  Land  and  all  the  Game? -Rife  up  -3  take  the  Hat- 
chet, 
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chet,  and  follow  our  Example  : We  killed,  not  long 

ago,  fifty  Frenchmen,  all  Warriors  in  one  Day  : Five 

other  Nations  have  joined  us  ;  and  if  you  and  your 
Grandfathers  the  Delaware*  will  but  ftir,  the  French  will 
foon  be  forced  to  fly." 

To  which  the  Shawanefe  anfwered. 

«  Brethren,  the  Twightwees, 

We  are  furprized  at  your  Requeft.  The  Six  united 
Nations  have  directed  us  to  fit  ftill  and  not  to  mind  the 
French ;  and  that  we  muft  keep  our  Ears  and  Eyes  to- 
wards the  united  Nations ;  and  fo  do  our  Grandfathers 
the  Delawares.  We  defire  you  would  fpare  us,  and  leave 
our  Town  before  the  French  hear  of  you,  and  come  and 
kill  you  here,  and  plunge  us  into  the  War  before  the 
Six  Nations  begin  it." 

UDon  which  the  T'wightwees  left  the  Shawana  much 
difgufted. 

Having  traverfed  over  the  reft  of  the  Colonies,  let  us 
now  pay  a  Vifit  to  our  Friends  the  Quakers  in  Penfyha- 
nia,  and  fee  in  what  Manner  they  exerted  themfelves 
on  this  interefting  Occafion. 

The  Governor  fummoned  the  general  AfTembly,  and 
made  the  following  Speech. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Ajfembly, 

As  you  are  now  met  for  the  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  remind  you  of  what  I  faid  at  the 
Opening  of  the  laft  Sitting,  and  to  lay  before  you  a 
Letter  which  I  have  fince  received  from  Sir  Thomas  Ro- 
bin/on, one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
fignifying    to     me,    his    Majefty's    exprefs    Commands, 

*  That  I  mould  not  only  act  vigoroufly  in  Defence  of 
'  the  Government  under  my  Care,  but  that  I  mould  be 

*  aiding  and  affifting  his  Majefty's  other  Colonies,  to  re- 
6  pel  any  hoftile  Attempts  made  againft  them.' 

At  the  Time  of  writing  that  Letter,  on  the  5th  .of 
"July  laft,  his  Majefty  and  hi3  Minifters  were  only  in- 
ibrmed,  that  the  French  had  drove  fome  of  the  Virginia 
Troops  from  a  Place  on  the  Ohio,  at  the  Mouth  of  Mo- 
honongela,  and  were  erecting  a  Fort  there  ;  and  you  will 
©bferve  they  think  thgfe  Advantages,  gained  by  the  French, 

*  might 
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might  have  been  in  a  great  Meafure,  if  not  totally  pre- 
vented, if  every    one  of  his    Majeftv's   Governments 
had  exerted  themfelves  according  to  the  Directions   in 
'  the  Earl  of  Holdemefs's  Letter  of  the  28th  ofduguft.* 

You  are  fenfibie  many  Things  have  happened  fince  the 
Retreat  from  the  Forks  o>{'  Mohonongela,  that  have  put  our 
Affairs  upon  the  Frontiers  in  a  very  bad  Situation,  much 
worfe  than  his  Majefty  and  his  Miniitry  have  any  Know- 
ledge of,  or  than  they  can  poffibly  imagine ;  as  they  are 
well  informed  of  the  flourifning  State  of  thefe  Colonies, 
of  the  Number  of  Men  they  are  capable  of  raifing,  and 
had  great  Reafon  to  expect  that  in  a  Matter  wherein  the 
Inteteit  and  Safety  of  the  Colonies  were  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned, they  would  exert  themfelves  with  uncommon 
Vigour 

From  the  Letters  and  Intelligence!  have  ordered  to  be 
]aid  before  you,  it  will  appear  that  the  French  have  now, 
at  their  Fort  of  Mohonongda,  above  a  thoufand  regular 
Troops,  befides  Indians  ;  that  they  are  well  fupplied  with 
Provifions,  and  that  they  have  lately  received  an  additional 
Number  of  Cannon  ;  that  their  upper  Forts  are  alfo  well 
garrifoned  and  provided,  and  they  are  making  a  Settle- 
ment of  300  Families  in  the  Country  of  the  Tzvigbtwees, 
at  the  South-weft  End  of  the  Lake  Erie. 

From  thofe  Papers  you  will  likewife  be  informed  of  the 
Ufe  thev  have  made  of  this  laft  Year's  Succefs  among  the 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  having  prevailed  wan  many 
of  them  to  remove  to  Canada,  who  will  either  be  neuter 
intheprefent  Difpute,  or  take  up  Arms  againft  us,  while 
fuch  few  of  the  Indians  as  ftiJl  retain  their  Attachment  to 
the  Englifi,  dare  not  be  active  for  us,  tiil  they  fee  a 
Force  in  the  Field  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French,  and  if 
that  be  not  foon,  they  will  certainly  give  up  our  Caufe, 
and  embrace  the  tempting  Offers  made  them  by  the 
French. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  now  feveral  Years  fince  the  French 
undertook  this  Expedition,  and  we  have  long  had  full 
Intelligence  of  their  Defigns,  and  of  the  Steps  they  have 
faken  to  carry  them  into  Execution  ;  their  Progrets  in- 
deed has  been  very  furprizing,  owing  chiefly  to  the  In- 
activity of  trie  Englijh  Colonies,  who,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
have  looked  with  too  much  Indifference  upon  an  Affair 
that  muff  end  in  their  F.uin,  if  not  timely  prevented. 

When 
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When  you  have  maturely  confidered  the  Conduct  of 
the  French  upon  the  prefent  Occafion,  and  obferved  the 
Steadinefs  with  which  they  have  purfued  a  well-laid  Plan, 
you  cannot  doubt  but  very  confiderable  Men  have  been 
concerned  in  the  Formation  of  this  Scheme,  and  that 
proper  Perfons  are  employed  in  the  Execution  of  it ;  and 
as  the  Circumftances  of  thefe  Colonies  are  by  no  Means 
unknown  to  the  French,  they  are  doubtlefs  prepared  to 
make  a  vigorous  Defence,  and  will  not  eafily  give  up 
what  they  have  taken  fo  much  Pains,  and  been  at  fuch 
Expence  to  gain  3  but  rather  will  be  induced  to  attack 
us,  knowing  our  weak  and  defencelefs  State,  and  that 
we  are,  as  it  were,  an  open  Door  for  the  Conqueft  of 
the  Provinces  :  We  muft  therefore  refolve  to  a6t  with 
Vigour,  or  not  at  all ;  for,  in  my  Opinion,  we  had  better 
not  attempt  than  be  defeated. 

Thefe  Encroachments  of  the  French  upon  the  Crown 
of  Britain  in  America,  have  turned  the  Eyes  of  Europe 
to  this  Quarter  of  the  World,  as  it  is  uncertain  what  Ef- 
fects they  may  produce  ;  the  Conduct  therefore  of  thefe 
Colonies  will  be  more  than  ever  the  Object  of  their 
Attentions,  and  ours  in  particular,  who  are  moft  imme- 
diately concerned.  For  whether  the  French  Forts  are 
within  the  particular  Limits  of  this  Province  or  not,  I 
look  upon  to  be  very  immaterial  in  the  prefent  Cafe, 
tho'  in  my  Opinion  they  are  clearly  fo  j  but  be  that  as 
it  may,  our  Situation  at  prefent  is  certainly  very  alarm- 
ing  The  French  on  our  Borders  are  numerous,    ftrong- 

ly  fortified,  well  provided,  and  daily  increafing. — The 
fmall  Body  of  Englijh  Troops  on  the  Frontiers,  weakened  by 
the  Defertion  from  the  Independent  Companies,  and  the 
Want  of  Difcipline  in  the  new  Levies — The  Six  Nations 
of  the  Indians,  formerly  our  firm  Friends,  divide  among 
themfelves,  many  of  them  gone  over  to  the  French,  and 
others  wavering  ;  and  in  Doubt  whether  to  follow  their 
Brethren,  or  continue  with  us.  The  neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces (except  Virginia)  tho'  nearly  interefted  in  the  Iffue 
of  the  prefent  Affair,  either  contributing  nothing  to- 
wards the  common  Caufe,  or  fparingly  ;  and  tho'  Virgi- 
nia has  indeed  given  30,000  /.  yet  it  will  avail  but  little, 
unlefs  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops  be  fent  from  this 
Province  j  and  kept  up  till  the  Work  is  done, 

M  Permit 
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Permit  me  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  prefs  this  Mattef 
upon  vou  j  and  exert  yourfelves  upon  the  prefent  Occ'a- 
fion  ;  diflipate  the  Cloud  that  hangs  over  your  Country* 
and  fave  her  from  the  threatened  DeftrucTion.  His  Ma- 
jefty,  ever  anxious  for  the  Welfare  of  all  his  Subjects, 
excites  and  commands  us— The  Eyes  of  a  Briiifh  Par- 
liament, of  the  People  of  our  Mother  Country,  of  the 
other  American  Colonies,  and  even  of  all  Europe,  are 
upon  us.  And  the  Fate  of  this  Country,  the  Happinefs 
or  Mifery  of  your  Pofterity,  very  much  depend  on  your 
Refolutions. 

I  cannot  therefore  admit  myfelf  to  doubt  but  you  will 
enter  ferioufly  upon  the  Confideration  of  this  important 
Affair,  and,  by  enabling  me  to  carry  the  King's  Com- 
mands into  full  Execution,  convince  his  Majefty  of  your 
Readinefs  to  pay  Obedience  to  his  Royal  Orders,  fet  a 
feafonable  and  noble  Example  to  the  other  Colonies,  and 
fhew  your  Constituents  that  you  have  nothing  more  at 
Heart  than  to  fecure  them,  and  their  Pofterity,  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  many  invaluable  Bieflings  they  enjoy. 

The  AfFembly  took  the  Governor's  Speech  immediate- 
ly into  Confideration,  and  after  matuie  Deliberation, 
fent  him  the  following  McfTage. 

May  it  pleafe  the  Governor, 
We  have  deliberately  conndered  the  Governor's  Speech 
of  the  third  Initant,  with   the  Letter   from   Sir    Thomas . 
Robinfon,  one   of  his    Majefty 's    principal    Secretaries    of* 
State,  and  the  other  Letters  and  Papers  he  has  been  pleated 
to  lay  before  us.     And  as   we   look  upon  it  as  our  indif- 
penfible  Duty  to  do  every  Thing   in  our  Power  to  com- 
ply with  his  Majefty's  Royal  Orders,  or   that  may  con- 
tribute to  the  Welfare  of  the   People  we  reprefent,   we 
have  chearfully,  and  almoft  unanimoufly  refolved  to  giant 
twenty  thoufand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Ufe ;  for  the  raid- 
ing and  finking  of  which  Sum,  we  have  prepared  a  Bill, 
which  will  be  laid  before  the  Governor,  with  ail  pofiible 

Difpatch. 

Tho'  we  hope  the  Numbers  of  the  French,  and  their 
Indian  Allies,  mentioned  in  George  Croghans  Letters, 
are  full  large,  yet  the  uncommon  Efforts  they  have  made 
towards  obtaining  a  Pofleffion,  on  that  Part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty *s  Dominions,  are  truly  alarming,  and  dangerous  to 

the 
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the  Briiijh  Inter  eft  in  North  America :  And  we  have 
good  Reafon  to  believe,  the  Sums  granted  the  King  by 
our  late  Ailembly,  had  the  then  Governor  been  pleafed 
to  pafs  the  Bills  offered  him  for  that  Purpofe,  "  might 
in  a  great  Meafure,  if  not  totally,  have  prevented  the 
bad  Situation  of  our  Affairs  at  prefent,"  and  have  placed 
our  Duty  to  the  bed  of  Kings,  as  we  defire  it  fhould  al- 
ways appear,  among  his  mod  loving  and  loyal  Subjects ; 
and,  for  this  Reafon,  it  is  with  Concern,  we  find  by  the 
above-mentioned  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
"  That  it  is  with  great  Surpize  the  King  had  obferved 
in  our  late  Governor's  Anfwer  to  the  Earl  of  Holdernefsy 
he  had  been  totally  filent  on  that  Part  of  his  Majefty's 
Orders,  which  relate  to  a  Concert  with  the  other  Colo- 
nies." But  as  we  have  great  Confidence  in  our  Gover- 
nor, that  he  will  at  all  Times  afford  us  his  good  Offices  and 
Protection,  and  be  pleafed  to  reprefent  us  and  our  Affairs 
in  a  favourable  Light,  as  he  may  do  with  Juftice  :  So, 
on  our  Part,  we  mail  not  fail  to  contribute  every  Thing 
in  our  Power  to  anfwer  all  reafonable  Exnectations  from 
{o  young  a  Colony,  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  our  civil 
and  religious  Liberties ;  beyond  which  under  fo  good  a 
King,  we  are  well  aflured  nothing  further  will  be  afked 
or  expecled  from  us.  And  in  Lieu  of  the  Governor's  Juf- 
tice and  Protection,  it  will  give  us  particular  Pleafure  to 
make  his  Adminiftration  eafy  to  himfelf  and  honourable 
to  ali.     Dec.  12,  figned  by  Order  of  the  Houfe. 

Ifaac  Norris^  Speaker. 

A  Mejfage  from  the  Governor  to  the  Ajfembly. 

Gentlemen , 

I  have  ordeied  two  Letters,  which  I  received  by  Ex- 
preis  from.  Mr.  Crogban^  the  Perfon  entrufted  with  the 
Care  of  the  Indians  at  Augbwick,  to  be  laid  before  you, 
by  which  you  will  be  informed  of  the  Propofals  made  by 
the  French  to  the  Indians  that  removed  from  the  Ohio^  and 
of  the.r  Anfwer. 

Thefe  People  have  been  hitherto  maintained  by  this 
Province,  and  I  believe  you  wiil  be  of  Opinion,  that  it 
is  neceiiary  to  continue  this  Support,  at  leaft  till  the  next 
Spring ;  and  as  fome  of  the  Chiefs  are  to  let  out  for  the 
great  Council  at  Qnandago  upon  the  Return  of  this  Ex- 
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prefs,  it  may  determine  the  Retaliation  of  that  Council 
in  Favour  of  the  Engiijb,  if  I  am  enabled  to  afTure  thofe 
Chiefs,  before  the*r  Departure,  that  ths  Government 
will  continue  to  maintain  fuch  of  their  People  as  they 
leave  behind  them,  and  will  take  Meafures  to  fecure  them 
againft  any  fudden  Attack.  As  thefe  People  have  been 
always  firmly  attached  to  the  Englifh  Intereft,  and,  by 
their  Anfwer  to  the  French  Meflage,  Seem  to  give  up 
all  Thoughts  of  returning  to  the  Ohio,  while  it  remains 
in  their  Hands,  I  mult  recommend  it  you  to  make  Pro- 
vifion  for  their  Maintenance,  and  for  fetting  up  fome 
Stockadoes  round  the  Place  they  fix  upon  for  their  Winter 
Refidence. 

I  have  detained  theExprefs  till  I  could  know  your  Re- 
solutions, and  therefore  hope  you  will  give  this  Affair  the 
neceflary  Difpatch. 

That  Part  of  Mr.  Croghan's  Letters  relating  to  himfelf, 
will,  I  make  no  Doubt,  be  duly  confidered,  and  his  Ser- 
vices rewarded   in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  give  him  perfect 
Satisfaction. 
Dec.  4, 1754.  Robert  Hunter  Norris. 

A  Mejfage  to  the  Governor  from  the  AJJembfy, 

May  it  pleafe  the  Governor ', 

We  have  confidered  the  Letters,  and  Accounts  laicT 
before  us  by  the  Governor,  relating  to  the  Indians  now  at 
Auvhwick.  and  are  well  Satisfied  with  their  Stead inefs 
in  our  Intereft,  and  the  Anfwer  they  have  given  to  the 
Propofals  of  the  French  to   induce  them  to  return  to  the 

Ohio. 

We  are  confident  the  Treatment  our  Indian  Allies 
have  always  received  from  this  Province,  has  great  Weight 
with  them,  and  that  we  have  a  large  Share  in  their  Af- 
fections, which  we  are  willing  to  preferve,  by  continuing 
to  treat  them  with  Juftice,  Humanity,  and  Tendernefs ; 
we  therefore,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  Charge  the 
Province  has  been  at,  and  is  like  to  be  continued  upon 
us,  have  unanimoufly  refolved  to  defray  fuch  reafonable 
Charges  as  may  accrue  on  the  Support  of  thofe  Indians 
till  our  next  Meeting.  As  we  apprehend  the  Governor 
will  agree  with  us  in  the  Necefiity  of  regulating  the  Ex- 
pence  with  all  poiTible  (Economy  ;  and  as  George  Crogban 
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(whofe  Accounts  we  have  allowed  J  feems  refolved  to  re- 
move from  Aughwick,  and  the  Indians,  by  that  Means, 
will  be  left  without  any  proper  Perfon  to  take  the  necef- 
fary  Care  of  their  Subfiftence,  we  recommend  it  to  the 
Governor's  Confederation,  whether  it  might  not  be  more 
convenient  for  the  Indians  themfelves,  and  Jefs  Expence 
to  the  Province,  if  they  were  invited  to  come  nearer  our 
back  Inhabitants,  till  by  Hunting,  or  otherwife,  they 
may  be  able  to  fubfift  themfelves  with  Safety. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Houfe, 
Dec.  6, 1754.  Isaac  Norris,  Speaker. 

Thus   have  I  given  as  diftincl:  a  View  of  the  Situation 
of  Affairs  in  our  American  Colonies,  as  the  Advices  fuc- 
ceflively  received  from  thence  have  enabled  me  to  do  from 
the  Year  1748,  when  a  General  Peace  was  concluded, 
to  December  1754:  In  which  the    Reader   will  obferve  a 
Variety  of  ftrange  and  uncommon  Incidents,  and  Scenes 
of  Action,  in  a  Manner  new  to  this  Part  of   the  World. 
The  French  had   fo  long  praclifed  their  Deceptions  and 
Chicanry  in  Europe,  that  the  Commonnefs  of  them  ren- 
dered them  ftale  and  ufelefs.    French  Faith  is  become 
a  Proverb,  as   much  as  the  Punic  was  of  old  among  the 
Romans,  and  fignifies  no  more  than  the  Breach  cf  Trea- 
ties and  the  nioft  folemn  Engagements.     This  they  are 
fo  fenfible  of,  that  they  thought  it  high  Time  to  change 
the  Scene,  and   try  what   EfFecls  their   Politicks  would 
produce  among  the  honeft  Indians  in  America,  who  were 
ignorant   of  the   Wiles   and    deceitful    Artifices  of    our 
Chriitian  Politicians.   Their  Notions  of  Right  and  Wrong 
were  the  Dictates  of  natural  Conference,  and  their  Deal- 
ings and  Treaties  with  one  another,  and  with  the  Englijh, 
were  fincere,  facred,  and  obligatory  ;  till  their  Minds  were 
debauched  by  thofe  Pefts  of  Mankind,  the  French  Jefuits 
and  Mrflionary  Prieftb,  fent    among  them    by  our  moft 
Chriftian  Friend  and  Ally,  for  this  very  Purpofe,  that  is, 
to  excite  to   and   irritate   them  againft  the  Englijh,  and 
break  off  all  Alliance  and  Friendihip  with  them.     Their 
Succefs  indeed  has  been  furprizing,   but   would  not   have 
been  carried  to  fuch  a  Length,  had  the  Indians  been  Maf- 
ters  of  as  much  Artifice  and    Cunning,  as  they  were  of 
good  Senfe.     They  were    honeft  themfelves,  and    knew 
not  how  to  difguife  their  Sentiments,  and   deemed   it  a 
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moft.  horrible  Crime  to  make  Promifes  and  Engagements 
only  to  impofe  upon  the  Credulous,  and  with  a  Defign 
to  break  them  ;  till  they  were  better  inftru&ed  by  thofe 
Artificers  of  all  Fraud,  the  Jefuits.  After  that,  indeed, 
we  find  them  paying  no  Regard  to  their  former  Engage- 
ments, taking  every.  Opportunity  to  infuk  the  Englijb, 
and  imbrue  their  Hands  in  their  Blood. 

Tho'  the  Views  of  the  French  were  prodigioufly  ex- 
tenfive,  and  their  Ambition  boundiefs,  yet  they  knew 
the  Strength  of  our  Colonies  too  well,  to  believe  that 
they  could  carry  their  Projects  into  Execution,  unlefs 
they  could  bring  over  the  Indians  to  their  Side.  This 
they  have  with  indefatigable  Induftry,  been  pra&ifing 
for  many  Years,  and  now  we  fee  the  Effects  of  it.  Many 
Nations  of  the  Indians,  who  were  our  fail:  Friends,  arc 
become  our  moft  implacable  Enemies,  and  thofe  who  yet 
retain  any  Friendship  for  us,  are  io  over-awed  and  inti- 
midated by  the  French,  that  they  are  forced  to  ftand 
neurer,  and  tho'  we  may  have  their  good  Wifhes,  not 
the  leaft  AiHilance  can  they  give  us. 

A  Gentleman  wno  reiided  many  Years  in  Canada , 
from  whence  he  has  not  been  long  arrived,  allures  us, 
that  the  regular  Troops  there  actually  confuted  of  up- 
wards  of  1 1,000,  extremely  well  ofticered  and  difciplined, 
with  feveral  very  able  Engineers,  exciufive  of  a  formi- 
dable Body  of  Indians  always  at  their  Devotion  ;  and 
their  common  Talk  was,  that  they  intended  opening 
an  uninterrupted  Communication  betwixt  Canada  and 
the  MiJJtfippiy  by  building  a  ftrong  Chain  of  Forts  upon 
the  Back  of  our  Settlements,  and  thereby  totally  exclude 
us  from  the  Fur  Trade,  and  crufhing  fuch  of  our  Colo- 
nies as  were  able  to  make  the  leaft  Refinance,  into  the 
Sea ;  which  Jaft  Piece  of  Gafconade  exactly  correfponds 
with  what  has  been  aflerted  by  one  of  their  lateft  and 
moft  efteemed  Writers. 

I  {hall  conclude  this  Subject  with  a  Quotation  from  a 
Piece  wrote  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Kennedy,  entitled, 
Serious  Confide  rat  ions  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Northern  Colo- 
nies. 

"  Their  late  Encroachments  upon  his  Majefty's  Rights 
and  Territories,  in  the  Eaji  and  IVefl  Indies^  in  Africa 
and  Hudforfs  Bay,  vsqth  the  moft  provoking  Circumftan- 
ces  are,  fays  this  Author,  fo  well  known,  that  I  believe 
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I  need  not  mention  them,  and  now  they  feem  avowedly 
and  with  much  Afliirance  to  open  the  fame  fhameful  Scene 
upon  this  Continent,  which  indeed  they  have  been  lono* 
pra&ifing  under  hand* 

That  vail  Sums  have  been  expended  upon  their  Rcyal 
Geographers,  in  order  that  their  Maps  and  Sea  Charts 
may  quadrate  with  their  political  Syffem  of  Encroach- 
ments upon  the  Territories  of  other  Nations,  is  apparent 
to  the"  whole  World  ;  and  thus  by  eftablifhing  their  imagi- 
nary Rights  by  Pen  and  Ink,  they  are  determined  to 
confirm  their  Accuracy  by  a  forcible  PolTeffion.  Another 
Piece  of  FinerYe,  or  French  Policy,  is  that  of  burying 
Leaden  Plates  up  and  down  this  Continent,  with  certain 
Infcriptions,  in  order  to  form  new  Pretenfions  ;  but  in 
this,  I  am  told,  they  were  difcovered  by  fome  of  our 
Indians,  who,  though  not  pleafed,  were  diverted  with  the 
Whim,  as  I  am  confident  the  World  mult  be  with  their 
other  Projects,  being  equally  ridiculous.  What  Figure 
we  are  like  to  make  in  this  Difpute,  to  whom  in  a  great 
Meafure,  all  this  Impertinence  is  owing,  who  by  an  ill- 
judged  Frugality,  meanly  neglected  the  firft  Intrufions 
at  Crown-point,  and  that  important  Pafs  at  Niagara? 
and  fome  more  of  the  like  Kind,  together  with  a  total 
Neglect  of  India  Affairs,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to 
determine;  nor  fhall  I  enter  Into  a  Difcuifion  of  the 
Reafons  of  that  Neglect,  or  to  whom  owing;  at  this  Time  : 
This  is  not  the  Time  to  retrofpe£f,  and  we  muft  now 
look  forward.  Our  Cafe  at  prefent  is  neither  more  nor 
lefs  than  this,  viz.  That  the  French  are  now  drawing  a 
Line*  along  the  Borders  of  our  Settlements  in  every  Pro- 
vince, from  the  Mouth  of  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  Mouth 
of  MiJJifippi,  and  building  Forts  to  fecure  the  mod  con- 
venient Paries  on  the  Lakes  that  form  the  Communica- 
tion, by  which  they  will  cut  off  all  Intercourfe  and  Traf- 
fick  between  us  and  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  inland 
Countries  ,  and  likewife  compel  thofe  who  are  Neigh- 
( bours  and  Allies,  by  Reafon  of  the  abfolute  Dependence 
they  muft  have  on  the  French  for  every  Thing  that  they 
.want,  as  well  as  for  the  Liberty  of  Hunting  and  Fiming, 
to  fall  under  their  Subjection,  or  frarve.  It  therefore  be- 
hoveth  us  at  this  Time  to  exert  our  utmoft  Endeavours, 
by  all  the  Means  in  our  Power,  to  prevent  fo  bad  a  Neigh- 
bourhood.     It  is  a  Maxim  in  England,  to  avoid,  if  pof- 
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fible,  the  Neighbourhood  of  a  great  Lord;  by  the  fame 
Parity  of  Reafon,  what  ought  we  then  not  to  do,  to  avoid 
an  ambitious,  all-grafping  Monarch,  whofe  Will,  often 
the  Captice  of  a  Mifs,  or  a  Favourite,  is  the  Law?  For 
fuch  is  our  Pleafure,  is  their  whole  Corpus  Juris.  One 
great  Step,  if  not  the  greateft,  to  this  grand  Monarch's 
univerfal  Syftem,  is  that  of  being  poffeffed  of  this  Northern 
Continent  of  America,  a  Territory  boundlefs  as  his  Ambi- 
tion ;  in  which  he  has  made  not  a  little  Progrefs.- 

From  what  is  above  related,  the  Reader  will  obfervc^ 
that  the  French,  for  fome  Years  pall,  have  carried  on  one 
uniform  Defign  to  weaken  and  diftrefs  our  A?nerican  Colo- 
nies, cut  off  their  Trade  with  the  Indians,  and  feduce 
thofe  Indians  who  were  in  Amity  and  Alliance  with  us  ; 
and  that  the  People  of  our  Colonies  fuffered  their  infidious 
Neighbours  daily  to  make  Encroachments  on  their  Settle- 
ments, with  little  or  no  Oppofition,  till  it  was  almoft  out 
of  their  Power  to  help  themfelves.  And  had  not  the 
French  precipitated  their  Defigns  a  little  too  fall  in  attacking 
Major  Wafoington  near  the  Ohio,  and  taking  the  Fort 
which  was  acknowledged  to  be  on  Englijh  Ground,  they 
might  perhaps  have  obtained  their  Ends  with  very  little  In- 
terruption. But  though  Britons  may  be  cajol'd  out  of  their 
Properties  and  even  their  Senfes,  by  fpecious  and  plaufible 
Pretences  and  Profeflions  of  Friendlhip,  yet  if  they  are  at- 
tacked with  the  rough  Hand  of  Violence  and  open  Hoftili- 
ties,  you  will  quickly  fee  an  End  of  their  Patience.  This 
was  the  Confequence  of  that  firft  Action  on  the  Ohio.  The 
Governors  of  the  feveral  Colonies  immediately  fummoned 
their  General  Affemblies  together,  and  made  fuch  fpirited 
Speeches  on  the  Occafion  as  foon  rouzed  them  out  of  their 
Lethargy^  and  put  them  upon  making  the  moil  vigorous 
Efforts.  Advice  was  immediately  transmitted  to  England 
of  the  imminent  Danger  the  whok  Range  of  our  Settle- 
ments were  in  from  the  hoftile  Invafions  of  their  French 
Neighbours.  Our  Miniftry  were  too  well  apprized  of  the 
Importance  of  thofe  Settlements  to  neglect  or  withhold 
their  Affiftance. 

In  particular,  they  were  advifed  from  Nova  Scotia,  that 
that  Province  was  in  the  utmoft  Danger,  upon  the  firft 
Rupture  between  the  two  Crowns,  of  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  the  French,  who  had  (according  to  their  ufuai 
Practice  of  gaining  more  upon  their  Neighbours  in  Time 
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of  Peace  than  of  War)  contrary  to  the  moft  folemn  Trea- 
ties, feized  upon  Bay  Verte,  and  built  a  Fort  there,  to 
maintain  a  Communication  by  Sea  with  JLouiJburgh  and 
Canada,  and  that  they  had  built  another  Fort  within  Si^ht 
of  ours  to  command  the  Ifthmus  of  the  Peninfula,  and  a 
Communication  with  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  St.  yolrns 
River,  and  were  Mailers  of  all  the  Fur  Trade  of  that 
River,  which  before  the  late  Peace  was  carried  on  wholly 
by  the  Englijh.  All  which  confidered,  and  that  there  was 
no  Place  in  the  whole  Province  capable  of  holdino-  out  one 
Day,  except  Annapolis  Royal,  againft  any  confiderab'e 
Force,  the  Conftquence  muft  be  fatal,  not  only  to  this, 
but  to  all  the  reft  of  the  Britijh  Colonics  in  America, 

Upon  thele  and  other  Advices  received  of  the  dangerous 
Situation  of  our  Colonies  in  America,  the  Minifiry  imme- 
diately ordered  the  two  Regiments  of  Dunbar  and  Halket, 
then  in  Ireland,  to  embark  on  Board  Tranfports,  prepared 
for  them  at  Cork,  and  to  fail  directly  for  Virginia  under  the 
Convoy  of  two  Men  of  War. 

Orders  were  likewife  difpatched  to  Port/mouth,  Chat- 
ham, Sec.  to  enter  Shipwrights  in  the  Docks  ;  feveral  Men 
of  War  were  commiffioned  ;  and  Warrants  ifTued  to  prefs 
Men  with  all  poffible  Expedition  ;  and  to  encourage  Sai- 
lors to  enter,  a  Proclamation  was  publifhed,  offering  his 
Majefty's  Royal  Bounty  of  30*.  to  every  able  Seamen  who 
mould  voluntarily  enter  on  Board  any  of  his  Majefty's 
Ships  before  the  20th  of  February,  and  from  thence  was 
continued  to  the  14th  of  Augujl  ;  and  the  Workmen  in 
Chatham  Yard  were  ordered  to  work  two  for  one.  A 
Proclamation  was  likewrife  published  for  recalling  and  pro- 
hibiting all  Mafters  of  Ships,  Pilots,  Mariners,  Ship- 
wrights, &c.  his  Majefty's  natural  born  Subjects,  from 
ferving  foreign  Princes  and  States  ;  for  giving  farther  En- 
couragement to  Seamen,  by  increafing  the  Pounty  from 
30J.  to  3/.  to  every  able  Seamen,  and  from  20s.  to  2/. 
to  every  ordinary  Seamen  between  the  Age  of  20  and  co 
who  fhould  voluntarily  enter  before  the  icth  of  Ala>\h  ' 
and  for  granting  a  Reward  of  2  /.  to  any  one  Perfon  for 
difcovering  any  able  Seaman,  and  30/.  for  diicoverino-  any 
ordinary  Seaman,  who  mould  fecrete  themfelves,  fo  as^they 
might  be  taken  for  his  Majefty's  Service  by  any  Sea-Officer 
employed  for  railing  Men. 
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Our  Miniftry  were  the  more  vigorous  in  their  Meafures 
from  certain  Informations  thas  the  French  were  fittino-  out 
a  formidable  i\rmament  at  Bre/i9  on  Board  of  which  were 
to  be  embarked  4000  Land  Forces,  deftin'd  for  America. 

Their  Vigilance  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  preventing 
the  French  Fleet  from  being  victualled  with  Beef  and  Pork 
from  Ireland,  where  6000  Barrels,  ready  to  befhipped  oft, 
were  ieized,  and  an  Embargo  laid  to  prevent  any  from 
being  exported  ;  which  was  certainly  a  very  prudent  Mea- 
fure,  as  it  retarded  the  Expedition  from  Brejf,  and  obliged 
their  Victuallers  to  take  the  Provifions  out  of  their  Mer- 
chantmen for  the  Ufe  cf  their  Men  of  War. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  take  Notice  of  their  Politic  Ma- 
nagement through  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Affair.  Ever 
fince  the  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  Difputes  had  fubfifted 
concerning  the  Limits  and  Boundaries  of  the  Englijh  and 
French  Territories  in  North  America.  In  order  to  fettle 
and  adjuft.  thefe  Differences  Commiffaries  had  been  ap- 
pointed on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain  to  meet  at  Paris  and 
confer  with  the  French  Miniftry,  in  order  to  examine  the 
Pretenfions  on  both  Sides  and  fettle  Things  in  an  amicable 
Manner.  Thefe  Conferences  were  carried  on,  at  Times, 
for  upwards  of  two  Years,  and  great  Hopes  were  conceived 
of  a  happy  Conclufion  without  coming  to  Blows.  The 
French,  however,  were  far  from  having  any  fuch  Defign.  For 
at  the  very  Time,  and  during  this  long  Negotiation,  they 
were  constantly  fending  Supplies  to  Canada,  to  enable  their 
People  there  to  proceed  in  and  make  good  their  Encroach- 
ments upon  the  Britijb  Plantations,  as  they  actually  did. 
One  Squadron  of  their  Men  of  War  was  fent  out  under 
Pretence  of  chaftizing  the  Algerines,  but  in  a  fhort  Time 
ilipt  away  for  America  j  befides  many  fingle  Ships  that 
ftole  away  imperceptibly  for  the  fame  Quarter,  full  freight- 
ed with  Provifions  and  Forces  for  the  fame  laudable  Pur- 
pofe.  Thus  while  they  were  amufing  us  with  a  Treaty, 
they  were  actually  extending  their  Frontiers,  and  daily 
encroaching  upon  our  American  Settlements,;  and  planning 
Schemes  to  drive  us  entirely  from  that  Continent. 

At  length  their  Defigns  were  fo  manifeft,  that  a  Man 
muft  be  ftark  blind,  or  fhut  his  Eyes;  agajnft  the  plaineft 
Evidence,  who  could  not  fee  through  them.  The  Danger 
that  threatened  on  all  Sides,  at  laft  alarmed  our  Miniftry, 
and  put  them  upon  the  moil  vigorous  Meafures  to  repel  it. 
J,  ,''.J:v.  .   .  :    :  •  The 
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The  French  perceiving,  by  our  Preparations,  that  we  were 
really  in  Earned,  ordered  their  Ambaflador  in  England,  to 
demand  the  Reafon  of  the  vaft  Armaments  we  were  ma- 
king, and  tor  what  Purpofe  they  were  intended  ?  He  was 
anfwered,  that  we  might  with  equal  Juftice  require  an 
EclaircifTement  of  their  Conduct  for  fome  Time  paft.  The 
AmbafTador  reprefented,  that  our  Proceedings  tended  to 
break  the  good  Understanding  that  fo  happily  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  two  Courts,  and  would  certainly  prevent  the 
good  Effects  of  the  Conferences  at  Paris  for  adjufting  their 
Differences.  The  K —  anfwered,  with  a  true  Britifo 
Spirit,  'That  they  had amusd us  long  enough,  and  that  he  would 
be  trifled  with  no  longer.  The  Ambaflador,  in  another 
Conference,  declared,  that  our  fending  any  Ships  of  Force 
into  America,  the  King  his  Matter  would  look  upon  as  a 
Breach  of  the  Peace.  He  was  anfwered  from  the  fame 
Mouth,  So  he  might  if  he  plea  fed.  Thus  did  the  French  put 
in  Practice  all  their  Arts,  .either  to  cajole  us  by  fair  and 
<lelufive  Speeches  into  a  Stupid  Supinenefs  and  Inactivity,  or 
by  their  haughty  and  menacing  Language  to  deter  us  from 
exerting  ourfelves  in  Defence  of  our  American  Settlements  ; 
and  the  Ambaflador  had  the  Mortification  to  be  an  Eye- 
witnefs  to  the  noble  Spirit  that  animated  our  Councils,  and 
the  Refolution  of  the  Parliament  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in 
maintaining  the  jufr.  Rights  of  his  Crown  and  Kingdom  a- 
gainft  all  Invaders.     For, 

March  25,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fend  a  Mef- 
fage  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  importing,  That  his 
Majefty  finding  it  requiflte,  from  the  prefent  Situation  of 
Affairs,  to  augment  his  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  to 
take  fuch  other  Meafures  as  may  beft  tend  to  preferve  the 
general  Peace  of  Europe,  and  to  fecure  the  juft  Rights  and 
Pofleflions  of  his  Crown  in  America,  as  well  as  to  repel  any 
Attempts  whatever,  which  may  be  formed  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty and  his  Kingdoms,  doubts  not  but  that  his  faithful 
Parliament  will  enable  him  to  make  fuch  Augmentations  as 
the  Emergency  of  Affairs  in  this  critical  Conjuncture  may 
require. 

Upon  this  Meflage  both  Houfes  prefented  very  loyal  Ad- 
drelTes,  expreffing  their  utmoft  Zeal  and  Affection  to  his 
Majefty 's  Royal  Perion,  Family  and  Government,  alluring 
his  Majefty  of  their  effectual  Support  and  declaring  their 
Jlefolution  to  repel  every  Attempt  that  may  be  made  to  de- 
prive 


ioo      GAL  LIC  A    FIDES:    Or, 

prive  him  of  the  juft  Rights  and  PofTemons  of  his  Crown, 
ordifturb  the  Tranquillity  of  his  Kingdom. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  Confequence  of  the  above 
MefTaoe  and  Addrefs,  refolved  that  the  Sum  of  one  Million 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty  upon  Account,  towards  augment- 
ing the  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  taking  fuch  Meafures 
for  the  Security  of  his  Majefty 's  Dominions  as  may  be  ne- 
ce/Tary  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture. 

Now,  whether  it  was  not  high  Time  for  the  Nation  to 
take  AJarm,  may  be  judged  from  the  formidable  State  of  the 
French  Navy  at  this  Juncture  :  For  about  the  latter  End  of 
March,  it  was  computed  that  at  Br  eft  there  were  one  of  80 
Guns,  four  of  74,  three  of  70,  fix  of  64,  one  of  60,  one 
of  50,  one  of  46,  four  of  30,  and  one  of  24.  At  Toulon, 
one  of  80,  five  of  74,  three  of  64,  two  of  32,  and  one  of 
24.  Guns.  At  Rochefori,  one  of  80,  one  of  74,  three  of 
64,  one  of  50,  and  one  of  32  Guns  ;  with  a  large  Numbe'r 
of  Land  Forces  ready  to  embark  en  the  firft  Notice  ;  to 
which  might  be  added  thofe  already  failed  to  America^ 
which  were  not  a  few. 

But  however  terrible  this  Fleet  might  appear  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  French,  it  gave  but  little  Uneafineis  to  the  EngliJJj, 
who,  with  Pleafure,  faw  ready  to  enter  upon  Action,  riding 
at  Port/mouth,  Plymouth,  Chatham  and  IVoohvich,  one  of 
roo  Guns,  five  of  90,  four  of  74,  fifteen  of  70,  one  of  66, 
nine  of  60,  three  of  50,  one  of  40,  and  four  of  20  Guns. 
Befides  Sloops,  Yatchts,  bV.  Alfo,  Ships  under  Orders 
for  fitting,  one  of  100  Guns,  one  of  72,  five  of  70,  one  of 
60,  three  of  50  Guns.  To  which  may  be  added,  thofe 
ftationed  in  the  Eajl  and  Weft-Indi-es,  Africa  and  America. 

Provifion  was  likewife  made  for  an  Augmentation  of  our 
Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land  to  the  Amount  of  35,000 
Men,  that  is,  20,000  Sailors,  10,000  Marines,  and  5,000 
for  Land  Service.    , 

Mean  while,  let  us  for  a  Moment  leave  our  Officers 
fully  employed  in  raifmg  Recruits,  and  exercifing  and  fitting 
them  for  Service,  and  fee  what  is  doing  in  America.  The, 
Men  of  War  and  Tranfports,  with  the  Troops  that  lately 
failed  from  Ireland,  arrived  fafe  at  Virginia,  in  April.  Soon 
after,  all  the  Governors  on  the  Continent,  with  General 
Braddock  and  Commodore  Keppel,  had  a  Meeting  at  Anna- 
polis, when  a  Plan  of  Operations  was  concerted.  They 
went  afterwards  to  the  Camp  of  Alexandria^  and  reviewed - 

the 
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the  Troops  which  amounted  to  about  6000  Men,  who 
immediately  after  marched  to  WilWs  Creek,  where  they 
were  to  wait  farther  Orders.  26  French  Deferters  came 
lately  to  the  Camp,  but  being  allowed  too  much  Liberty, 
fix  of  them  went  off  again,  but  were  purfued  and  taken  ; 
and  an  exact  Plan  of  our  new  Fort  and  its  prefent  Situation, 
was  found  in  one  of  their  Pockets,  upon  which  he  was 
hung  upon  the  next  Tree. 

Bojlon,  March  26,  Sir  lVillia?n  Pepper  el's  and  Shirley's 
Regiment  of  2000  Men,  collected  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Governments,  are  almoft  compleated.  This 
Province  has  raifed  2000  Men  more  for  the  Security  of 
Nova  Scotia,  who  will  be  ready  to  depart  about  the  Mid- 
dle of  April.  We  are  alfo  afTembling  1200  more  ;  NeiO 
HampJJnre  500,  Rhode  JJland  400,  Connecticut  IOOO  : 
Thefe,  with  others  to  be  raifed  at  New-York,  the  South- 
ern Colonies,  and  a  good  Number  of  the  Mohaws  Indians, 
under  the  Command  of  Col.  'Johnfon,  it  is  faid,  are  in- 
tended to  attack  Crown-Point  ;  but  as  the  Plan  of  Opera- 
tion was  not  then  publifhed,  this  was  only  Conjecture. 
By  this  is  (e&n  what  a  Spirit  prevails  in  the  four  Colonies 
in  New-England,  to  oppofe  the  Defigns  of  the  French, 

By  an  Act  patted  the  laft  Sefiions  of  AfTembly,  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Province  are  forbid  holding  any  Corres- 
pondence with  the  People  of  Louisburgh  for  four  Months, 
commencing  from  the  18th  of  March  laft  ;  and  the  Matter 
of  any  Veflel  trading  thereto  in  that  Time,  to  have  one  of 
his  Ears  cut  off,  be  publickly  whipped  39  Lafhes,  and 
rendered  uncapable  of  holding  any  Place  of  Honour  or  Pro  * 
fit  in  this  Government  ;  his  Veiiel  and  Cargo  to  be  foj> 
feited,  and  the  Owner  or  Owners  to  forfeit  500/,  and' be 
difabled  from  holding  any  Place,  ilfc.  in  the  Government. 

In  New  York  they  are  wholly  employed  in  repairing 
Fortifications  and  raifing  Men  ;  they  are  io  fure  of  a  War 
as  to  begin  to  build  Privateers. 

Maryland,  April  26.  By  Meafures  concerted  in 
the  General  Council,  held  laft  Week  at  Annapolis,  in 
Prefence  of  Gen.  Braddock,  9  or  10,000  Men  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, 2500  of  which,  under  the  General,  are  on  their 
March  towards  Monongehela  River,  at  the  Confluence  oi 
which  with  the  Ohio  itands  Fort  Du  ^tiefns. —  JwfeymW 
raife  500  Men  ;  Nevj-York  800  ;  Connecticut  ioco  ; 
which  are  to   be  trarifpOrted  to  Albany  in  their  Way  f 
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Crown- Point.——  Shirley 's  and  Pepperel's  Regiments,  "WiiL 
500  from  Rhode-IJland,  and  as  many  from  Hampfljire,  an 
a  Part  of  Majfachufet\  People,  are  to  join  them  ;  the  reffc 
to  proceed  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara*  and  reduce  the  French 
.Forts  there. 

iVku  -  Jerfey.  The  AtTembly  has  pafTed  an  Acl:  to 
prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provifions,  naval  or  war- 
like Stores,  from  that  Colony  to  Cape  Breton,  or  ta 
any  other  the  Dominions  of  the  French  King.  Likewife 
an  Acf.  for  making  Provifion  for  the  Subfiflence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Forces  during  their  March  through  this  Colony,  and 
for  providing  Carriages  for  tranfporting  their  Baggage. 

Georgia.  The  Militia  of  this  Province  is  ordered 
by  the  General  AfTemtly  to  be  regulated  for  the  better 
Security  and  Defence  of  the  fame. 

Having  taken  this  View  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Gene- 
ral in  Concert  with  the  Governors  of  the  feveral  Colonies- 
in  America  to  drive  the  French  from  their  Encroachments  on 
our  Territories  there,  let  us  once  more  return  to  England* 
to  behold  and  admire  the  noble  Spirit  that  reigns  through 
every  Oafs  and  whole  Body  of  the  People,  from  the' 
Council-Table  to  the  Plough-tail,  in  Refentment  of  the 
perfidious  Dealings  of  the  French  in  regard  to  this  Nation. 
In  vain  therefore  did  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix,  the  French 
Minifler,  labour  with  all  his  Might  to  bring  the  Britijh 
Miniflry  into  a  more  favourable  Difpofition  ;  he  often  con* 
ferred  with  them,  but  found  (as  he  wrote  in  his  Difpatches 
to  his  Mafrer,)  that  he  could  not  come  to  any  definitive 
Accommodation,  becaufe  his  Britannic  Majefly  was  not 
difpofed  to  relinquifh  any  of  his  PofTeilions  in  America. 

Mean  while  fuch  was  the  Difpatch  made  in  every  Part 
of  the  Marine,  that  by  the  Middle  of  April,  we  had  a  no- 
ble Fleet  riding  at  Spithead,  well  manned,  and  ready  to 
put  to  Sea  at  an  Hour's  Warning.  Nor  did  they  flay 
there  long  ;  for  on  the  19th  failed  from  thence  Edward 
Bofcawen^  Efq;  Vice-Admiral,  with  the  Blue  Flag  at  the 
Fore-top-maft-Head,  on  Board  the  Torbay  ;  and  Rear- 
Admiral  MoJlyn%  with  his  Blue  Flag  at  the  Mizen-top- 
maft-Head  of  the  Monarch,  with  ten  Men  of  War,  com- 
pleatlv  manned,  leaving  fifteen  flout  Ships  behind  them. 
They  failed  direclly  for Plymouth  the  27th  ;  but  fuch  a  flri& 
Secrefy  was  obferved,  that  not  a  Syllable  of  their  Deftina- 
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Immediately  after  their  Departure  all  Hands  were  in- 
ceflantly  at  Work  in  equipping  another  Fleet,  and  a  noble 
Armament  foon  appeared  again  at  Spithead  ;  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Weft's  Red  Flag  was  hoifted  at  the  Mizen-top  on 
Board  the  Buckingham. 

APRIL,  26,  the  Br  eft  Fleet  put  to  Sea,  but  by 
contrary  Winds  were  three  Times  driven  back  into  that 
Harbour.  However,  May  5,  they  fet  Sail  again  and  got 
clear.  The  Britijh  Fleet  was  about  five  Days  a-head  of 
them.  When  the  French  Fleet  were  got  to  a  certain  La- 
titude, Mamamara  the  Commandant,  returned  to  Breft 
with  nine  Ships,  leaving  the  reft,  confiding  of  16  Sail, 
with  about  6000  Land-Forces  on  Board,  to  continue  their 
Courfe  for  America ;  and  it  was  given  out  that  a  new 
Fleet  of  30  Sail  would  fhortly  be  aflembled. 

Soon  after  the  Departure  of  the  French  Fleet  from  Brefty 
another  Squadron  of  Ships  of  the  Line,  was  got  ready  and 
put  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Holborne,  who  like- 
wife  took  his  Route  for  America^  in  order  to  join  the  Fleet 
of  Bofcawen  and  Moftyn. 

After  thefe  were  gone,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  being 
informed  that  the  French  were  preparing  another  Fleet  at 
Breft,  immediately  commiffioned  a  large  Number  of  firit, 
fecond,  and  third  Rates*  which,  in  a  very  little  Time 
were  full  manned,  and  ready  for  any  Expedition.  Their 
Rendevouz  was  at  Spithead^  where  they  foon  appeared, 
and  afforded  the  moll  agreeable  Spectacle  to  every  Weil- 
wiiher  to  the  Honour  of  his  Country ;  Five  and  twenty  or 
thirty  Ships  of  the  Line,  all  rang'd  in  beautiful  Order,  rig- 
ged and  manned  to  the  full  Complement,  was  a  Sight  that 
drew  vaft  Crowds  of  People  daily  to  behold  it.  Even  the 
greater!:  Perfonages  of  the  Land  were  prompted  by  their 
Curiofity  to  be  Spectators  of  fo  glorious  a  Shew.  •  The 
Duke  of  Cumberland  did  not  think  it  beneath  his  Dignity  to 
gratify  his  Inclination  of  feeing  fo  magnificent  a  Scene  of 
Englijh  Glory.  Accompanied  by  the  Lord  An/on,  and 
many  other  Noblemen,  he  came  to  Port/mouth,  where  he 
was  received  with  all  poflible  Demonstrations  of  Joy,  Du- 
ty and  Affection.  The  next  Day  he  vifited  the  Fleet ;  and 
perhaps  the  Water-Proeeffion  was  the  grander},  that  was 
ever  known  ;  the  Admirals  and  Captains,  to  the  Number 
of  thirty,  in  their  Barges,  the  Crews  in  white  Shirts  and 
Caps  ;  Captain  Harrifon,  the  oldeft  Commander,  leading 
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the  Van,  followed  by  Rear-Admiral  Weft,  Sir  Edward 
Hawk,  Lord  An/on,  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  then  Lord 
Duncannon  ;  the  Hon.  Charles  Townfend,  and  Secretary 
Cleveland  in  feparate  Barges  and  proper  Flags.  Every 
Yard,  even  the  Top-galiant-Yard,  was  as  full  of  Men 
((landing  upright)  as  they  could  flow  :  Three  Chears  from 
every  Ship  as  the  Duke  came  a-breaft  of  her ;  Drums 
beating  a  March,  and  every  Officer  in  Uniform,  ranged 
along  the  Gunnels,  made  a  delightful  Appearance.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  dined  on  Board  the  Prince,  on  which  the 
Standard  Royal  was  difplayed  ;  upon  the  Appearance  of 
which,  every  Ship  difcharged  21  Guns  ;  the  Salute  due  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs  on  his  coming  on  Board  ;  and  24  Guns 
when  he  palled  to  the  Shore. 

Having  thus  given  a  general  View  of  the  Preparations 
made  in  England  to  bring  our  Enemies  to  Reafon  and 
chaftize  their  Infolence,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  enquire 
what  Reception  our  Forces  were  like  to  meet  with  on  their 
Arrival  in  America  to  begin  their  Operations.  Of  this  we 
may  conceive  fome  Idea  from  the  following  Letter  from 
Louifburgh  in  Cape  Breton  to  an  Officer  in  France,  dated 
May  26. 

"  A  Sloop  with  a  Party  of  1 50  Soldiers,  and  fix  Pieces  of 
Artillery,  failed  out  of  this  Port  a  few  Days  ago,  for 
Fundy-Bay  -,  they  are  to  difembark  in  the  River  of  St.  yohn, 
our  Governor  having  received  A.dvice  that  the  Englijh  are 
preparing  to  deprive  us  of  the  Hold  we  have  got  in  that 
Part  of  Acadia.  A  fecond  Sloop  is  preparing  to  follow, 
which  is  to  difembark  on  the  Southward  Side  of  that  Bay, 
in  order  to  affile  the  French  Settlers  there,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  Cape  Sable  Indians,  to  repel  whatever  Attempts 
may  be  made  to  drive  us  from  that  Corner  of  Nova- Scotia. 
We  are  every  Day  expecting  the  Tranfports  from  Europe, 
which  are  to  difembark  here  1000  Men.  Englijh  Sloops 
are  perpetually  plying  within  Sight  of  our  Harbour,  there 
beino-  no  lefs  than  three  which  have  been  conflantly  crui- 
zing- about  the  Banks  for  fome  Weeks  pail.  On  this  Oc- 
cafion  our  Governor  difpatched  a  Frigate  to  acquaint  them, 
they  were  to  keep  their  Diftance,  or  he  mould  be  neceffita- 
ted  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  fhould  oblige  them  to  it. 
This  Menace,  however,  feems  to  have  had  little  Effecl ; 
fo  that  at  prefent  all  that  paries  in  or  out  is  known  to  the 
Englijh,  who,   we  learn,    are  on  the  Point  of  embarking 
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from  New-England  on  an  Expedition  which  may  poffibly 
prove  leis  fuccefsful  than  that  a  few  Years  fmce  a^ainil  this 
Place,  as  we  are  on  all  Hands  well  prepared  for  their  Re- 
ception." 

About  the  Beginning  of  June,  the  Admirals  Bofcawen 
and  Moflyn,  with  their  Fleet  arrived  in  the  American  Seas  ; 
and  on  the  ioth  of  the  fame  Month,  fome  of  their  Ships 
fell  in  with  three  of  the  French  Squadron  which  had  been 
feparated  from  the  main  Body  ;  between  whom  happened 
a  Rencounter  ;  of  which  the  following  Account  was  pub- 
limed  by  the  London  Gazette. 

By  Letters  received  by  the  Gibraltar  Man  of  War,  from 
Vice-Admiral  Bofcawen,  dated  off  Louifbourgh,  the  22d  of 
June,  1755,  there  is  an  Account,  that  on  the  iothofthat 
Month,  the  Alcide,  a  French  Man  of  War  of  64  Guns 
and  480  Men,  commanded  by  M.  Hoquart  ;  and  the 
Lys,  commanded  by  M.  Lageril,  pierced  for  64  Guns, 
but  mounted  only  22,  and  having  eight  Companies  of 
Land  Forces  on  Board,  being  feparated  from  the  French 
Squadron,  commanded  by  M.  Bois  de  la  Moihe,  fell  in 
with  the  Englijh  Fleet  off  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and 
that  a  Skirmiih  happened  between  the  faid  French  Men  of 
War  and  his  Majefty's  Ships  the  Dunkirk  and  Defiance, 
in  which  the  Alcide  and  Lys  were  taken.  The  French  Ship 
the  Dauphin  Royal,  which  had  been  in  Company  with  the 
two  above-mentioned,  difappeared  in  theFos. 

Rear-Admiral  Holborne,  with  the  Squadron  under  his 
Command,  joined  Admiral  Bofcawen  on  the  21ft,  the  Day 
before  the  Departure  of  the  Gibraltar  for  England.  e 

By  Accounts  given  in  private  Letters  of  this  Aclion  w 
leain,  that  the  two  French  Men  of  War,  taken  as  above' 
were  fent  to  Halifax  in  Nova-Scotia  ;  and  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Fog,  they  had  been  in  with  the  whole  French 
Fleet:  That  Capt.  How,  in  the  Dunkirk,  coming  up  clofe 
with  the  Alcide,  ordered  her  to  ffrike,  and  come  into  the 
Admiral's  Fleet.  The  Captain  of  her  afked,  if  it  was 
Peace  or  War  ;  but  not  receiving  a  frtisfactory  Anfwer, 
he  repeated  the  Queftion,  adding,  that  he  mould  obey  no 
Orders  but  thofe  of  his  own  Admiral.  Upon  which  Capt. 
How.  obferving  a  great  Number  of  Land  Officers,  gene- 
roufly  bid  them  to  withdraw,  as  it  was  not  their  Duty  to 
defend  the  Ship  ;  which  they  had  no  fooner  done,  but  he 
pour'd  in  a  Broad-fide,  and  being  Yard-arm  and  Yard- 
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arm,  and  his  Guns  double-fhotted,  did  terrible  Execution  ; 
and  fo  hot  was  the  Fire,  that  the  French  Officers  found  it 
impofiible  to  keep  their  Men  to  their  Quarters  ;  fo  that  in 
about  three  Quarters  of  an  Hour  fhe  ftruck.  There  were 
about  50  Men  killed  in  the  Alcide,  and  about  double  the 
Number  wounded.  In  the  Dunkirk  feven  were  killed,, 
and  about  15  or  16  wounded.  The  Lys  was  taken  by  the 
Defiance  and  Fogeux,  and  in  both  Ships  600  Soldiers  with 
their  Officers,  and  50,000  Crowns  in  Money. 

This  was  a  happy  Prelude  (we  hope)  to  farther  Succef- 
fes.  And  indeed  it  was  not  long  before  the  fame  good 
Fortune  attended  our  Arms  on  Land  ;  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor Laivrence,  to  Sir  Thomas  RobinJbn9  dated  Halifax^ 
June  the  28th  1755, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  French  Fort 
at  Beanfejour  furrendered  to  Lieut.  Col.  Moncktoii  the  16th' 
Inflant,    and  the  next  Day  a  fmall  Fort  upon  the  River 
Gafpereau,    running  into  the  Bay  Verte,  where  the  French 
had  their  principal  Magazine  for  fupplying  the  French  In- 
habitants and  Indians.     In  thefe  Forts  was  found  a  great 
Quantity  of  Provifions  and  Stores  of  all  Kinds,  of  which 
Col.  Monckton  has  not  yet  had  Time  to  tranfmit  me  a  par- 
ticular Account.     I  inclofe  you  the  Terms  of  Capitulation. 
Notwithstanding  the  Fort  at  Beaufejour  had  26  Pieces  of 
Cannon  mounted,  they  furrendered,  after  four  D  aysBom- 
bardment,  before   we  had  mounted  a  Tingle  Cannon  upon 
our  Batteries.     Our  Lofs  upon  this  Occafion,    is  very  in- 
eonfiderable,  not  above  20  killed*,  and  as  many  wounded. 
Major  Preble  of  the  Irregulars  is  (lightly  wounded  ;  Enfign 
Tongue,  of  Major  Gen.  IVarburtons  Regiment,  acting  as 
Sub-Engineer,    received  a  Shot  in   his  Thigh,    as  he  was 
taking  a  Survey  of  the  Ground  for  Trenches  and  Batteries 
to  be  raifed   againft  the  Fort ;    and  Enfign  Hay,  of  Col. 
Hopfons,  who  had  been  taken  Prifoner  by  the  Indians,  in 
going  alone  from  our  Fort  to  the  Camp,  was  killed  by  one 
of  our  Shells  in  the  French  Fort,  which  fell  through  a  Sort 
of  Cafemate,    and  alfo  killed  three  French  Officers,    and 
wounded  two  more. 

At  Col.  Monckton  s  firfl  Arrival,  the  French  had  a  large 
Number  of  Inhabitants  and  Indians,  450  of  which  were 
poured  at  a  Block  houfe,  which  they  had  on  their  Side  of 
the  River  MeJagUaJh9  ■  to  defend'  the  Pafs  of  that  River.' 
?..     • . .     .  •  Here 
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Here  they  had  thrown  up  a  flrong  Breaft-work  of  Timber 
for  cover-ma:  their  Men,  and  had  Cannon  mounted  on  the 
Block'  houfe.  At  this  they  made  a  Stand  for  about  an 
Hour,  but  were  forced  by  our  Troops  with  fome  Lofs, 
leavincr  their  Block-houfe,  and  the  Pafs  of  the  River  clear 
for  our  People,  who  marched,  without  farther  Interrupti- 
on, to  the  Ground  intended  for  their  Encampment.  As 
we  had  not  Men  enough  to  invert  the  Fort  entirely,  feve- 
ral  got  away  ;  and  when  the  Fort  furrendered,  there  re- 
mained 150  Regulars,  and  about  300  Inhabitants,  feveral 
of  whom,  with  their  Officers,  were  wounded.  We  don't 
yet  exactly  know  the  Numbers  that  were  killed  in  the 
Fort,  but  we  believe  their  Lofs  has  not  been  trifling,  as 
feveral  lay  half  buried  upon  the  Parade.  Col.  Moncktan. 
has  new  named  the  Fort,  and  called  it  Fort-Cumber/and. 
He  gives  'the  Troops  under  his  Command  great  Praife  for 
their  good  Behaviour,  and  the  Spirit  and  Refolution  with 
which  they  a£ted  upon  this  Occafion. 

Col.  Monckton  is  proceeding  to  the  Fort  at  St.  John's 
River,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  will  give  him  very  little  Trou- 
ble, as  their  main  Strength,  which  was  Beaufejour,  is  gone. 
He  has  likewife  my  Orders  to  leave  a  Garrifon  in^that 
Fort,  as  it  is  an  infinitely  better  one  than  ours,  as  well  for 
Situation  as  Strength.  The  deferted  French  Inhabitants 
are  delivering  up  their  Arms.  I  have  given  him  Orders  to 
drive  them  out  of  the  Country  at  all  Events  ;  though  if  he 
wants  their  Affifrance  in  putting  the  Troops  under  Cover- 
fas  the  Barracks  in  the  French  Fort  were  demolifhed)  he 
may  firft  make  them  do  all  the  Service  in  their  Power. 
Our  Pofleinon  of  the  Ifthmus,  it  is  hoped,  will  bring  over 
the  Mickmack  Indians  to  our  Intereft. 

I  cannot  clofe  my  Letter  to  you,  Sir,  without  taking 
Notice  how  much  I  am  obliged  to  Lieut.  Col.  Moncktorfs. 
Military  Skill  and  good  Conduct,  for  our  Succefs  at 
Beaufejour ;  Capt.  Rous,  who  commanded  the  naval  Part 
of  this  Expedition,  has  been  of  the  greater!  Service  to  it  ; 
and  have  Reafon  to  believe  our  fucceeding  fo  foon  and  with 
fo  little  Lofs,  is  much  owing  to  the  Management  of  Mr. 
Brewfe,  who  acled  there  as  chief  Engineer. 

Proposals  for  the  Capitulation  of  Beaufejour. 


T 


H  E    Commander,    Officers,    Staff- Officers,    em- 
ployed for  the  King  and  Garrifon  of  Beaufejour,  fhall 

march 
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march  out  with  Arms   and  Baggage,    by  Beat  of  Drum* 
with  lighted  Matches. 

The  Commander  fhall  have  at  the  Head  of  the  Garrifon 
fix  Pieces  of  the  large!!  Cannon,  one  Mortar,  and  fifty 
Charges  of  Powder  for  every  Piece. 

They  fhall  be  provided  with  the  necelTary  Carriages  to 
carry  them  to  Bay  Verte,  from  whence  the  Garrifon  ill  all 
embark  in  their  Ve.Tels  to  go  wheie  they  fhall  think  pro* 
per. 

The  Garrifon  fhall  carry  with  them  200  Quarters  of 
Flour,  and  100  Quarters  of  Bacon. 

The  Garrifon  fhall  be  allowed  the  necefiary  Time  to  go 
from  this  Port  to  Bay  Ftrte,  and  from  Bay  Verte  to  their 
Deflination. 

The  Acadians  mail  net  be  mole  fled  on  Account  of  their 
having  taken  Arms  ;  and  in  as  much  as  they  were  forced 
to  doit  on  Pain  of  Death,  no  Harm  fhall  be  done  to  them. 

The  Acadians  fhall  be  permitted  to  continue  in  their 
Religion,  they  fhall  be  allowed  Priefts,  and  no  Violence 
committed  againft  them. 

Such  of  the  Acadians  as  are  fo  difpofed  may  withdraw  to 
the  Territories  of  the  French  Kins;  with  their  moveable  £f- 
feCts,  and  have  the  Liberty  lo  to  do  during  the  Space  of 
one  Year,  to  commence  from  the  Day  of  the  prefent  Ca- 
pitulation, and  the  French  fhall  be  allowed  to  furnifh  the 
Acadians  with  the  necefTary  Ships  for  that  Purpofe  in  the 
Courfe  of  the  Year. 

With  regard  to  fuch  Articles  of  this  Capitulation  as  may 
be  exprefTed  in  an  obfeure  Manner,  they  fhall  be  inter- 
preted to  the  Advantage  of  the  French,  and  executed 
Bona  Fide, 

Terms  of  Capitulation  granted  to  the  Commander  and 
Garrifon  of  Beaufejour. 

TH  E  Commander,  Officers,  Staff- Officers  and 
others,  employed  for  the  King  and  Garrifon  of 
Beaufejour,  fhall  march  out  with  their  Arms  and  Bag- 
gage, Drums  beating. 

The  Garrifon  fhall  be  fent  directly  by  Sea  to  Louijburgh, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 

The 
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The  Garrifon  fhall  be  provided  with  fufficient  Provifions 
for  their  PafTage  to  Louifburgh. 

With  regard  to  the  Acadians,  as  thev  have  been  forced 
to  take  up  Arms  on  Pain  of  Death,  they  {hail  be  pardoned 
for  the  Part  they  have  been  taking;. 

Laftly,  the  Garrifon  {hall  not  bear  Arms  in  America  for 
the  Space  of  fix  Months. 

The  Terms  above-mentioned  are  granted  upon  Condi- 
tion that  the  Garrifon  {hall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Troops  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  at  feven  o'Clock  this  After- 
noon. 

June   1 6,    1755. 

THE  following  Particulars  relating  to  this  Expedition, 
were  tranfmitted  to  England  by  an  Officer  in  the  Army : 
That  the  Troops  fent  from  B  oft  on  landed  at  Annapo- 
lis in  Nova-Scotia,  May  29,  where  being  joined  by  all  the 
Regulars  of  that  Garrifon,  making  in  the  whoie  2450 
Men,  they  marched,  June  4,  and  arrived  at  the  Carrying- 
place,  where  was  a  Log-houfe  and  a  Detachment  of 
French  Troops,  who  fired  upon  them,  which  was  return- 
ed, and  they  driven  from  their  Fort,  which  they  fet  Fire  to, 
as  they  did  to  all  the  Houfes,  Barns,  &c.  they  met  with 
in  their  Retreat,  to  the  Number  of  about  60,  to  prevent 
our  receiving  any  Benefit  by  them.  Our  Troops  traverfed 
the  Ground  on  their  Side,  without  being  fired  at  ;  their 
People  being  employed  in  ftrengthening  their  Fort  bv  a 
Glacis  and  covered  Way,  as  expecting  an  Affault,  Sword 
in  Hand,  and  that  we  mould  ftorm  the  Garrifon,  as  they 
did  not  apprehend  we  had  any  Artillejy,  except  Field- 
Pieces  and  fome  Cohorns.  After  the  Surrender  of  the 
Place,  we  found  24  Cannon,  thelargeft  12  Pounders,  one 
10  Inch  Mortar,  plenty  of  Ammunition,  and  Provifions 
enough  to  have  held  out  a  long  Siege.  The  Forts  of  Bay 
Verte  and  Gafperau  alfo  furrendered,  and  Col.  Winjlow 
took  PofTeflion  of  them. 

Thus  have  the  French,  in  the  Space  of  four  or  five  Days, 
loft  the  only  Place  of  Strength  they  held  in  Nova-Scotia* 
and  to  which  their  Indians  always  retired  for  Safety  and  to 
divide  their  Plunder,  when  they  had  been  out  upon  any 
murdering  and  mifchievous  Expeditions  againft  the  Englijh 
Inhabitants  or  their  Allies  among  the  Indians.  But  the  Im- 
portance of  the  Service  done  this  Colony  by  the  Reduction 

•f 
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of  the  Garrifon  of  Beaufejour,  will  more  evidently  appear 
from  the  following  Addrefs  from  the  Town  of  Halifax  in 
Nova-Scotia— —To  his  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence,  Efq; 
Lieut.  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  m  and  over  hi* 
Majefty's  Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  &c.: 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Halifax,  humbly  beg  Leave  to  of- 
fer our  Compliments  of  Congratulation  on  the  late  happy 
Succefs  of  his  Majefty's  Arms  in  the  Reduction  of  the 
French  Forts  at  Chignefto,  which  (under  God)  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  wife  and  prudent  Meafures  taken  by  the  origi- 
nal planning  of  this  Expedition  ;  the  Countenance  and 
Afliftance  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Shirley  ;  and  the  Vi- 
gilance, Activity,  and  Military  Accomplifhments  of  the 
Hon.  Col.  Monckton  ;  and  the  Bravery  and  Spirit  of  the 
Troops,  who  generoufly  engaged  themfelves  in  that  Af- 
fair from  a  juft  Refentment  of  the  Encroachments  made  by 
the  Fre?jch  on  his  Majefty's  Territories  in  thefe  Parts. 

From  this  happy  Beginning  we  have  the  greateft  Hopes 
of  the  Succefs  of  any  other  Enterprize  you  may  have  con- 
certed for  obtaining  that  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  us,  and 
the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  Subjects  in  this  Province,  cf 
which  we  have  been  long  deprived  by  the  Machinations  of 
our  envious  Neighbours,  and  their  barbarous  and  blood- 
thirfty  Emiflaries,  who,  by  their  cruel  and  unnatural  Pro- 
ceedings after  the  late  general  Peace,  feem  to  have  fhaken 
off  and  trampled  under  Foot  all  Regard  to  Laws  human 
and  divine. 

That  all  the  wicked  and  pernicious  Defigns  plotted  for 
depriving  his  Majefty  of  his  juft  Rights,  and  his  good  Sub- 
jects of  their  Lives  and  Properties,  may  meet  with  Difap- 
pointments  and  that  your  Excellency  (whofe  indefatigable 
Vigilance  and  Zeal  for  his  Majefty's  Service  and  the  Good 
of  the  Public,  has  fo  greatly  manifefteditfelf  upon  allOcca- 
fions)  may  long  remain  at  the  Helm  of  this  Government, 
to  over-awe  our  open  as  well  as  concealed  Enemies,  and  to 
render  this  a  happy  and  flourifhing  Province,  will,  we 
doubt  not,  be  the  fincere  Wifhes  of  all  who  have  the 
Britijh  Intereft  really  at  Heart,  and  Who  have  the  Honour 
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to  know  your  Excellency's  Merit }    as  they  are  moft  un* 
feigned  ly  thofe  of,  &cn 

To  which  hi$  Excellency  wds  pledfed  to  make  the 

following  Anfwerk 

GfcNfLEMEN, 

YOUR  Congratulation  Upon  the  Succefs  of  his  Ma- 
jetty's  Arms,  in  the  Reduction  of  the  French  En- 
croachments uport  the  Ifthmus  of  Chigneclo,  gives  me  the 
moft  fenfible  Pleafufe,  both  as  it  is  a  frefh  Mark  of  your 
Zeal  for  the  public  Welfare,  and  a  Teftimony  of  your  Re- 
gard for  me. 

I  fmcerely  hope  you  will  receive  every  Advantage  that 
can  be  expected  from  the  Abfence  of  a  troublefome  and 
treacherous  Neighbour,  and  that,  now  fo  great  an  Obfta- 
cle  is  removed,  the  Cultivation,  the  Fifhery,  and  the  In- 
creafe  of  Trade,  will  foon  render  you  a  happy  and  flourifh- 
ing  People. 

Before  we  leave  America,  I  fhall  juft  mention  two  or 
three  Things  which  deferve  our  Notice.  The  firft  is,  a 
Proclamation  iffued  by  the  Governor  of  Penfilvania  for  a 
Faft,  to  deprecate  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Almighty  which 
their  Sins  had  juftly  deferved,  and  to  implore  his  Mercy. 

The  next  is,  a  Proclamation  ifTued  by  William  Shirley^ 
Efq;  Governor  of  Majfachufet's-Bay  in  New.- England ; 
the  Purport  of  which  is,  to  encourage  thofe  who  fhall  form 
themfelves  into  Societies  to  penetrate  into  the  Indian  Coun- 
try, in  order  to  captivate  and  kill  fuch  of  faid  Indians  as 
have  been  declared  Enemies,  Rebels  and  Traytors  to  his 
Majefty.  The  Encouragement  promifed  is,  to  every 
Company,  of  not  lefs  than  thirty  Men,  for  every  Captive 
220/.  and  for  every  Scalp  200/.  provided  fuch  Company 
have  performed  a  March  of  at  leaft  thirty  Days.  Likewifc 
to  every  Inhabitant  that  mall  take  a  Captive,  or  kill  an 
Indian  Enemy,  and  produce  fuch  Captive  or  Scalp  at 
Bo/ion,  fhall  be  paid,  as  a  Reward,  for  every  Captive 
1 10/.  and  for  every  Scalp  tool. 

Having  thus  carried  the  Reader  through  a  Multiplicity  of 
Occurrences  and  Events  that  have  happened  on  the  Conti- 

t  nent 
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nent  of  America  during  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  feven  Years  ; 
ieen  the  French  deitroyiho;  the  Inhabitants  and  extending 
their  hncroachtrems  upon  our  Colonies  there,  arid  at 
length  the  ftriti/h  Spirit  revivmg,  and'  the  Tables  turned 
upon  our  Enemies,  who  fecm  now  in  a  fair  Way  of  pay* 
ing  dear  for  their  Iniolence,  let  us  return  again  to  Eng- 
land. 

On  the  Arrival  of  the  Exprefs  which  brought  the  Advice 
of  the  taking  of  the  two  French  Men  of  War  by  our  Fleet, 
the  Lords  of  the  Regency  held  a  Grand  Council  ;  at  the 
breaking  up  of  which  a  noble  Duke  waited  on  the  French 
Ambaflador  Mirepcix,  to  acquaint  him  that  he  muft  de- 
part the  Kingdom  in  a  very  few  Days  ; .  and  on  Tuefday, 
juh  22,  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  Morning  he  fet 
out  for  France..  A  Day  or  two  before  his  Departure,  he 
waited  on  the  firtt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  declared  to 
him,  that  Admiral  Bofcaivens  Proceedings  ought  to  be 
deemed  A6ts  of  Pvracv,  and  the  French  Officers  would  be 
iuifined  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  if  they  were  to  hang  the 
Peripn  guilty  of  them  at  the  Yard-Arm.  To  which  he 
was  answered  with  a  Smile,  Thai  they  might  confider  cf  that 
.    when  they  had  taken  them. 

We  will  Jul!  -lake  a  Step  to  Pcrtfmcuth,  and,  with  what 
we  fjrvd  •  :iere,  conclude  our  Account. 

We'h'ad,   as    before, obferved,     a  noble  Fleet  frill  riding 
••:■''.       .  ■.  p.dvd    bv  the  two  Admirals  Hawke  and 

f-Fi/Ty  who  faiie$,  jidy%\^  with  fe  enteen  ot  the  Line,  ail 
flout  Ships  ;  but  tor  what  particular  Service  defcin'd,  is, 
atprefer.t,  a  profound  Scc;et,  and  (o  I  fuppofe  will  remain, 
till  it  is  divulged  by  the  Mouths  of  their  Cannon. 

We  can't  dhpcnfe  with  ourfelves  nom  making  one  Ob- 
fervation  more,  which  is.  That  as  foon  as  the  French  Courf 
heard  that  two  of  their  Ships  were  taken  by  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen's  Fleet,  they  caufed  it  to  be  inierted  in  their  News, 
That  the  King  immediately  fen t  an  Order  to  his  Ambafia- 
dors  at  London  and  Hanover^  to  come  away  without  taking 
Leave.  And  in  the  next  Paragraph  fay,  That  the  Reports 
which  were  fpread  of  a  fpeedy  Rupture  between  Eng  land  and 
France  begin  to  drop,  fince  we  are  told  that  the  King  had 
received  a  Letter  from  Sir  Thcmas_  F.obi?ijrcrKxhzi  the  Lords 
Regents  difapprove  the  Conduct  of  Admiral  Bcfcawen,  who 
commanded  the  So^adron  that  attacked  curs.     This  News 

hath 
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